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(Tlie lollow1i1g portion of tins !11stozy 1s taken limn tlie journals 
of Brotliers Swanson and Nolfi.) 

On Friday, November 4, Brother Alma Nolfi arrived in Nigeria, 

much to Brother Swanson's great joy. It was a wonderful reunion, em­

bracing each other, shedding tears of happiness, and prayers of thanks­

giving to Almighty God for Brother Nolfi's safe arrival. 

Upon reaching their place of abode and cleaning up a bit, Brother 

Nolfi writes, "We had spaghetti for our first meal together:' The next 

day, he was taken to Ndyia and introduced to all the elders. 

Brother Nolfi was put to work (spiritually) immediately. On Sun­

day, November 6, the two brothers confirmed 250 persons. The next 

day, they baptized 464 persons at Ikot Ubo and Ikot Ukpong. The 

brothers were kept busy, day after day, baptizing, confirming, preaching, 

and teaching. What a marvelous way to spend one's time! Brothers 

Swanson's and Nolfi's records show them baptizing hundreds of people 

and spending hours at a time confirming them. Much of their time was 

also spent anointing people and praying for their healing. The Lord did 

answer their prayers and healed many. 

On Saturday, November 26, I960, Brother S. U. Bassey handed 

Brother Swanson I 4 letters, which A. A. Dick had mailed to him while he 

was in America. Brother Bassey relinquished these letters because A. A. 
Dick had attempted to wrest them from him. Brothers Swanson and 

Nolfi read them with dismay as they discovered Dick had two wives 

when he was baptized in I954. While in America, he wrote to Bassey 

asking him to cover up the fact that he had two wives. In his letters, he 

also told some of his supporters to "pad" the reports to the Conference 

in America so that they would not be discovered taking money for them­

selves. He used to sign his name "Head Bishop of America" and wrote 

that he would be the chairman of the General Church Conference in 

October. 

When Brothers Swanson and Nolfi went to Nigeria, they discovered 

that Dick had acquired four wives. "He kept these wives in different 

hideouts;' Brother Swanson writes. It is no wonder that Dick wanted 
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these letters at any cost. He could not win his case with such damaging 

evidence. 

Brothers Swanson and Nolfi at one point served Sacrament to about 

I ,000 people. Shortly thereafter, our brothers initiated tl1e proposition 

of electing presiding elders over each Branch, which pleased the Nigerian 

brothers. 

On December 28, Brother Swanson had a terrible recurrence of ma­

laria. Immediately, Brotl1er N olfi took him to the hospital at Anua. He 

was in serious trouble as the fever attacked him unmercifully. He was 

bedridden for a few days and began to think of returning home. (The 

record LP to 1960 stops here.) 

Note: The history of tl1e church in Nigeria will be continued in 
the next volume of "The Histo1y of Tl1e Clwrcl1 of Jesus Chnst" 









CHAPTER NINE 

... [T}he pnnces of the Gent1les exerci,e dom1i1i"on over them, 

and the;7 that are great exerdse authonty upon tl1em. But i't shall 

not be so among )?OU: but whosoever will be great among ;7ou, let 

h1n1 be ;7our m1n1ste1: .. Even as the Son of Man came not to be 

m1i11stered unto, but to 1111n1ste1: . . Matthew 20:26, 28 

THE PRESIDENCY OF THE GENERAL CHURCH 

President, William H. Cadman, 1922-1963 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission \Vork 

Publications 

b1i·d1: 12/19/1876;baptism. 12/16/1896; death: 4/ 15/63 

eldcr:Ju!y 1902; aposde:Ju!y 1904 

CC .Second Counselor: 1915-19; CC Fii:s·r Counselor: 1907-15 :md 

1919-22;CCPres1dcnr: 1922-63 

Amcncan lndi'ans: Muncey, .S,:, Nariom; Tt1sc:1r01~1, Srand1i1g Rock Rcs­

ervacions (vfhkpala); Nigena, vVcsr Alh'ca 

aud10r: "The Hs·rorf ofTl1e Clwrc/1 of Jesus Clmst;",1nd founder and 

first ed1tor-1i1-chief of "Tl1e Gospel News," Tl1c Churchs ofll'c1'.1l 

mond1!y pubh'cacion. 

illiam H. Cadman, the son of the second president 

of the Church, Brother William Cadman, was born 

in West Elizabeth, Pennsylvania on December I 9, 

I876. He was baptized into The Church of Jesus 

Christ on December I6, I896, and was ordained 

an elder in July, I 902. He was ordained an apostle in July I 904, and three 

years later elected the first counselor of the General Church. He was 

married to Sister Sadie Cadman, founder of the Ladies' Uplift Circle, 

and was the father of four daughters, Sisters Mabel Bickerton, Ruth 

Mountain, Sara Yancik, and Grace Landrey. 

He served as president of The Church of Jesus Christ from July, 

I922 until his death on April I5, I963, over forty years. Brother Cad-



532 A History of The Church of Jesus Christ: Volume 2 

man was a shining light for the Gospel of Jesus Christ and an untiring 

worker for the Church. An article in the Monongahela Daily Republi­

can, reporting on his death, had this to say about him: 

Active until illness sttuck a few months ago, he was insttumental 

in publishing the church newspaper as its editor, and in preaching in 

various parts of the United States. He wrote the history of the church 

in I 945 and had an active part in the publication of the church hym­

nal. 
President Cadman had a deep concern for the depressed people of 

the world. He tried his best to spread the teachings of Jesus Christ 

among those he could reach through the missionary field. He also car­

ried the Gospel to the North American Indians, preaching at Tuscarora, 

Muncey, San Carlos, Grand River (Six Nations), Cherokee, V!akpala 

(Cheyenne-Sioux) and Mexican Indian Reservations. [He] ... person­
ally helped in baptizing more than 2,000 natives in the jungles of West 

Africa in 1954. 

William H. Cadman 
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His plans to carry the missionary work to other parts of Africa, 

Italy, Mexico, and Canada this year and to organize the church of his 

faith in those areas had to be postponed because failing health precluded 

the trips. 

Mr. Cadman was beloved by all, especially the American Indians. 

Members of the Indian Council with headquarters in the nation's capi­

tal have visited numerous times at his home on Finley Street, Mononga­

hela, to consult on various problems confronting their peoples. During 

the dedication of the Peace Bridge between Canada and Buffalo, N. Y., 
Mr. Cadman was the only white man the Indians of the Six Nation 

Reservation asked to take part in the program with them. He later 

addressed the council of the Six Nation Reservation. 

Through his efforts, people from various parts of the world have 

learned of his church. Inquiries recently have been received from India. 

At the church's general conference held in Monongahela, leaders 

from all branches of the church were addressed by President Cadman 

after he had been carried to the rostrum. Members stated his sermon 

was more inspiring than any he had preached in his long religious ca­

reer. It was the last time he spoke to his followers. Felled by a stroke, he 

was taken to the hospital only two days after his inspiring words. He 

died one week later. 

The host of friends made in the Monongahela community, where 

he resided most of his life, came to know him as an example of Chris­

tian living. 

"There Is a Better Day Coming" 

533 

At his funeral service on April 20, I 963, Brother Thurman S. Fumier 

reminded the congregation of Brother Cadman's last message delivered 

to the elders assembled at the April Conference. It was in this stirring 

plea that "Brother Will;' as he was so affectionately known to many, asked 

every elder to continue to strive for unity. Quoting from the hymn, "O 

God Give Strength;' Brother Cadman reminded the General Priesthood 

that God had promised His aid when all were united. He exhorted the 

elders, therefore, to strive for unity of the Faith in the working for the 

Gospel. His last reassuring words were: "I feel that there is a better day 

coming for The Church of Jesus Christ:' 

Many expressions of gratitude were offered as they described the chari­

table deeds that had filled the life of Brother Cadman. His sincere con-
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William H. Cadman was presented a gavel at the Bronx Branch 

cern for others, his constant desire to help the downtrodden, and his 

unyielding determination to fulfill the Will of God motivated his entire 

life. His willingness to travel anywhere in the world to spread the Gospel 

made him an outstanding example of a good worker to every n1ember of 

the priesthood. 

Travels to Africa at 77 

Brother Joseph Bittinger recalled the many missionary trips he took 

~ith Brother Cadman, especially the trip to Africa when Brother Cad­

man was 77 years old. Although facing a different climate and other 

physical hazards that would have been difficult for most men many years 

younger, Brother Will was nevertheless determined to travel there to start 

a work, which has since taken hold and prospered. On this trip Brother 

Cadman confided that, even if it were God's Will that he die in Africa, he 

would have no regrets because he wanted to "die in the service of the 

Lord:' Brother Bittinger continued: 
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The life, which has been lived by our president, was an example to 
everyone. He had courage to stand up for what was right. We have been 

fortunate to have had his leadership and counsel these many years. \Ve 

may say of him, in the words of Paul, he has fought a good fight and 

has kept the faith. Surely, he must be classified with the saints. 

His Leadership Has Borne Much Fruit 

535 

As was briefly pointed out in Chapter One, the Church flourished in 

every way under the capable leadership of Brother Will. It grew from a 

small regionally confined church in the hills of Western Pennsylvania 

and a small county in Kansas, to extend from the Atlantic Coast in the 

east to California in the west, from Michigan in the north to Florida in 

the south. He was directly involved in the establishment of three impor­

tant missions on the following American Indian Reservations: Muncey 

and Six Nations in Canada, and Cheyenne River in South Dakota; as 

well as the mission in Nigeria, Africa. In addition, it was during his term 

of office that the tremendous influx ofltalian-Americans into tl1e Church 

occurred, with many taking positions of leadership in the ministry. 

In summation, Brother Bittinger expressed the feelings of everyone 

associated witl1 Brother Cadman by saying, "Let us praise God for Brotl1er 

Cadman's testimony. He has run the race with patience and diligence. He 

worked for the Gospel so long as God gave him life:' 

President, Thurman Furnier, 1963-1965 

Persona1Dara bJid1:4/21/1888;bapti,m:4/23/1914 
Ordinations elder: 1/[915. crtmgc!I:,t: 1/1916;apostlc: 10/7 /17 
Leadership GC ErccutJi,c Sccrctal)': 1917, GC Second Counselor: 1950-56; GC 

Ai-st Counselor: 1956-63, I 965-71; GC President: 1963-65 
Mission Vv'ork American 1nd1:111s: lvluncc;, Sfr Nacions (Onr:mcJ, Canada) and ,S'mnd-

1i1g Rock 1nd1;111 Rescrvat1cm (Vv:zkpala. S011d1 Dakota) 

Thurman S. Fumier was born in Allenport, Pennsylvania on April 

2I, I888. He was raised by Christian parents and attended Sunday School 

at the Methodist Church as a boy although he did not join this or any 

other church. He married Birdie Riggen in I907. Brother and Sister 
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Fumier were both baptized into The Churd1 of Jesus Christ on April 23, 

I 9 I 4, at Smock, Pennsylvania. They had three sons, Lons on, Vincent, 

and Ether. 

"I Have Got It, I Have Got It!" 
In Brother Furnier's writings, he recalled an experience he received 

shortly after his baptism: 

Shortly after 1 obeyed the Gospel, a num­

ber of brothers and sisters from other branches 

attended Sunday services at Smock, Pennsylva­

nia. Brother Nephi Federer preached a won­

derful sermon in the morning. Our hearts were 

prepared for the afternoon testimony service. 

I retired to a woods nearby, in fasting and 

prayer. I sincerely asked God to baptize me 

with "fire and the Holy Ghost." I returned to 

the place of meeting. During the course of the 

meeting, Sister Drucilla Gollick arose and spoke 

in the gift of tongues. The Spirit of God rested 

upon me, and I arose to bear my testimony. I 

remember well I was expressing my thankful­

ness to God for calling me ( the only one of my 
Thurman S. Fumier 

father's family) into the Gospel, when suddenly 

the Power of God rested upon me and with uplifted hands, I cried out in 

a loud voice, "I have got it, I have got it!" It was the baptism of fire and 

the Holy Ghost. The Power of God was resting on me so greatly I felt as 

though I could have lifted brick houses with my right and left hands. 

The room was crowded, but the Spirit carried me to my brother-in-law, 

Richard Lowther. I took him by the hand and invited him to obey the 

Gospel. After embracing others, the power of God left me and my 

normal strength returned. What a contrast between the power of God 

and the strength of man! This can only be understood by those who 

have had the experience. 

The Book of Mormon Challenged 

Brother Fumier became a serious student of the Bible very early in 

his walk with the Lord. His inquiring mind led him to search the Word 
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of God for the answers to all his questions on faith and doctrine. It was 

only a matter of time before this led him into a direct challenge of the 

Church's acceptance of The Book of Mormon as scripture. In his own 

words: 

Shortly after obeying the Gospel, The Book of Mormon was pre­

sented to me. I did not know what it was, but supposed it to be a Bible 

story or something of the kind. I was then reading the New Testament, 

which I was very much interested in, and made reply to rny wife (for 

The Book of Mormon was left with her, and it was she who presented it 

to me) tl1at I had no time for other books at the present. I read the New 

Testament through twice to satisfy myself of the things I was hearing 

preached from time to time by our elders. After finishing reading the 

New Testament the second time, I inquired of my wife, "Where is that 

book that the Church has and believes in?" Upon receiving it and find­

ing that it was supposed to have been given to a man (Joseph Smith, Jr.) 

by an angel of the Lord, I became very sincere, because I was afraid of 

being led away by false spirits. I went to a hill [ nearby J and kneeled 

down and petitioned the Lord to direct me. I knew that I had done 

God's Will tlms far, but I was afraid to trust in the arrn of flesh. The 

testimony of some of my brothers or sisters that an angel gave this book 

to Joseph Smith did not satisfy me. 

I made it plain in my prayer to God that I was afraid of being led 

away by false spirits and also asked Him to manifest Himself to me, 

relative to the truthfulness of The Book of Mormon. Upon reading 

more of the book, I was caused to have so much joy that the power of 

God came down on me from time to time, and I would tell others what 

wonderful truths I had found. I guess they thought me crazy or mad. 

Upon further investigation, I read that God would manifest the 

truth of these things written in The Book of Mormon by the gift of the 

Holy Ghost, if asked of the truthfulness of them in the name of Jesus 

Christ. This satisfied me. I can testify that God by His Holy Spirit has 

shown me that The Book of Mormon is the work of God and worthy 

of any person's investigation. 

"Follow Me" 

When Jesus called his disciples in Galilee, He said to them, "follow 

me;' and straightway they left their nets behind and followed Him. This 

level of dedication and commitment is reflected in the life of Brother 
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Furnier, even as a very young man-within just three and one-half years 

of his baptism, he had been ordained to every male office in the Church: 

deacon, teacher, elder, evangelist, and apostle. The ordinations to the 

latter three offices were on January 3, I9I5,January 3, I9I6, and October 

7, I9I7, respectively. 

In addition, he also served in the following elected offices in the Gen­

eral Church: secretary in October I9 I7; second counselor in April I950; 

first counselor in April I956; president in April I963; and first counse­

lor for the second time in April I 965. 

Brother Fumier presided over several branches and missions of the 

Church including Martin, Lucyville, and Dunlevy, Pennsylvania; and 

Detroit, Michigan. He also took an active part in preaching the Gospel 

among the American Indians in Muncey and Six Nations, Ontario, Canada, 

and W1.kpala, South Dakota. 

Blessed with the Gifts of the Spirit 

God blessed Brother Fumier with many spiritual gifts. He sang in 

the Spirit, prophesied by the gift of the Holy Spirit, cast out devils in the 

name of Jesus Christ, and was given power to heal. He was noted for 

diligence in the study of the scriptures, resulting in a deep understanding 

and knowledge of the Bible and The Book of Mormon. God blessed 

him with a retentive mind and eloquence in preaching when under the 

inspiration of the Spirit. He was one of the most knowledgeable men in 

the Church with respect to the Apostasy and the Restoration and tutored 

many young elders over the years. 

In April I 972, Brother Fumier asked the Quorum of Twelve to re­

lieve him of the responsibility of taking an active part in their business 

because of failing health. The Quorum unanimously passed a resolution 

making him an honorary apostle with all the privileges attending the 

office. He was called home to be with the Lord later that same year. 
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President, Gorie Ciaravino, 1965-1974 

L)Ji·d1:8/5/11;bapri1m: 1/17/32 

cider: 1/12/36; cv:mgc1isr: 7 /14/40; :iposdc: 4/15/56 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership Glv1BA Pro·1denr: 19,13-1948; GCErccud,·c Sccrcwy 1946-6{),· Midu~ 

g:m-OnrancJ Disnia Prc~1dcnr: 1959-1964; GChi:,r Counsc/01~ J 963-

65, 1974-79; GCPrc.1,dcnt: 1965-74 

Mission vVork Nigcn:1, Alifra; lraf;· 

Gorie Ciaravino was born in Detroit, Michigan 

on August 5, 191 I. His parents were Anthony and 

Rose Ciaravino, who, at the time, were atheists. He 

had two sisters, Julie and Jesta. Young Gorie was not 

afforded any religious training during his childhood. 

Rather, his early experiences reflected the wilder side 

oflife. His daring was displayed when, at the age of 

11, he drove his equally ymmg cousins, his foot barely 

reaching the clutch, across the State of Michigan 

from Benton Harbor to Detroit, where he was even­

tually pulled over by a policeman and brought in to 

the station. Fortunately for him, another police-

Gorie Ciaravino 

man who knew his father let him off easy. He was told to come back 

when he was 14 to legally obtain a license to drive. This he did when he 

lied about his age at 13. During prohibition, he narrowly escaped arrest 

delivering a shipment of illegal alcoholic beverages when the drop-off 

point was raided five minutes after he left. 

By the time he was 17, however, his home life had changed. His 

family had moved to Brooklyn, New York, and his father began to give 

serious consideration to the existence of God. While the Ciaravinos 

were on a return visit to see relatives in Detroit, young Gorie set off to 

hitchhike from Detroit to Chicago, hoping to stay with a friend and 

secure work. Since it was rather late in the day, a truck driver took him 

only as far as a friend's house where Gorie planned to retire for the night. 

Little did he know that his trip would end there. His friend, Dominic 

Benenati, who had been baptized, introduced him to the Church. 
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When the Ciaravinos returned home to Brooklyn, they began at­

tending services at the Brooklyn Mission, and in July I 9 3 I his parents 

were baptized. 

Born Again 

Six months later, while on a trip to Connecticut, Gorie received his 

calling from the Lord. Seemingly out of nowhere, he felt the Spirit of 

God question him, "What will become of your soul should your life 

end during this journey?" Although this question pierced his heart, he 

excused his lack of commitment to his youth. Nevertheless, he prayed 

that the Lord would grant him an opportunity one day to serve Him. As 

soon as he returned home, in January of 1932, Brother Joseph DiFede 

baptized him. 

Catapulted 15 Feet into the Air 

Not long after he was baptized, Brother Gorie traveled on his motor­

cycle to the General Church Conference in Youngstown, Ohio. He stopped 

at Sister Ann Damore's home, and, after a short visit, continued on to 

conference. While going down a hill, his front wheel hit a curb. The 

impact catapulted him up I 5 feet into the air over the utility wires, and 

carried him 45 feet away. His external and internal injuries were so exten­

sive that the attending physician gave him, at most, five hours to live, and 

made no attempt to save his live. When news of the accident reached 

conference, Brother John Penn led the congregation in prayer on his be­

half Shortly afterwards, Brother Joseph Corrado went to the hospital to 

anoint him. Brother Gorie testifies: 

After I received the miracle of healing, the doctor inquired of the 

nurse in charge, "What time did the young man die last night?" The 

nurse replied that I was still alive, and the doctor was so amazed that he 

started to give orders to the staff to take care of me. During my six­

week stay at the hospital, Brother Anthony Corrado ministered to me 
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constantly, and the saints of that locality rose to the occasion and rallied 

around me and my family. 

541 

After six months in a body cast, he miraculously recovered by the 

healing power of God, to the amazement of his doctors. 

Early in I934, the Ciaravinos moved back to Detroit, becoming 

members of the newly established North Side Mission, which eventually 

became Branch #4. Brother Gorie was ordained into the priesthood on 

January I2, I936. 

In March of I 938, he married Sister Antoinette Acquilino from 

Lorain, Ohio. His wife was a wonderful support and strength for him 

through the years. They had two children, Carol and Gordon. 

In July I 940, he was ordained an evangelist. He served as GMBA 

President from I942 to I948. On April IS, I956, he was ordained into 

the Quorum ofTwelve by Brother Joseph Lovalvo. During the ordina­

tion, the Word of the Lord was given, "This is the same Church that I 

have accepted in the days of Alma and the Church of Philadelphia:' He 

served as executive secretary of the General Church from I946 to I960. 

When the Church was formed into districts in I959, he was elected as 

the first president of the Michigan-Ontario District and served until 

I 964. He was elected first counselor of the General Church in I 964 and 

president in April I965, serving in that capacity until I974. Then he 

again served as first counselor from I 97 4 to I 979. He went on mission­

ary trips to Nigeria, Africa in I 972 and I 97 4, and to Italy in I 977. 

Brother Gorie was called home on April 7, I 99 5. His many years of 

service were a great blessing to the Church, and he will be remembered for 

his dedication, hard work, warmth, and faithfulness. He was interested in 

getting to know everyone he met personally and transmitted a genuine 

concern for them. 
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President, Dominic R. Thomas, 1974-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission 'vVork 

bii-d1: 9 /11/24; baprism: 2/28/43 

cldei:· J950;evangeli'st: 1957;aposrlc: 1964 

Clv!BA President /948-/ 966; CC Quornm ofSevent;· Prt'.11dent: /962-

63; Michigan/Ontario Di:mict President: 1963; Clwiman Special Af: 

£ni~1· Committee; CCFii·st Counselor: 1971-74; CC President: 1974-

present 

Jvlunccp Inckw Thbc, Cmada; Nigcn;1, T#st Aldca 

Dominic Thomas was born in New Castle, Pennsylvania on Septem­

ber I I, I924. His mother died in I925 and his cousin, who lived in 

Pitcarin, Pennsylvania, raised him until his father remarried in I929. The 

family moved to Lorain, Ohio, and shortly thereafter his parents met the 

Church. They were baptized in I 9 3 I. 

Young Dominic began attending services in Lorain and was active in 

the Sunday School and MBA. It wasn't long before the love and generos­

ity of the saints became evident. When his father lost his home during 

the depression, Brother Jim Acquilino offered him his. His entire family 

lived with the Acquilinos for approximately two years until his father was 

back to work again. On another occasion when his mother was very ill, 

he can recall how the sisters in Lorain carne to their home daily and helped 

nurse her back to health again. It was during those early years in the 

Church that he developed a desire to become a member, as he was per­

sonally touched by the examples of love and caring demonstrated by the 

brothers and sisters of the Lorain Branch. 

He graduated from high school in I 942, and then moved to Detroit, 

Michigan where he found work at the Ford Motor Company as a metal­

lurgical apprentice. It was during this time that he began to pray that he 

would receive a penitent spirit, and on February 28, I 943 the Lord called 

him into the Church. 

Shortly after his baptism, he went into the military service. While 

serving in the military, Brother Dominic attended the University of Ari­

zona in I944 and I945. The Lord was his company and strength and 

provided him with many wonderful experiences to sustain him in his 

faith. On one occasion, he prayed as a young person that God would 
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Dominic R. Thomas 

assist and encourage him in his service to Him. His father, who had passed 

away in I 945, appeared to him in a dream. Brother Dominic asked him 

whether, in retrospect, it was worth serving God, and he nodded his head 

most vigorously in a very encouraging way and expressed to him how 

happy he was in the Paradise of God. 

Preparation for Leadership 

When he returned to Detroit after completing his military service in 

I 946, he married Sister Dolores Romano. They were blessed with three 

children, Jared, Jeffrey, and Rebecca. He enrolled at Wayne State Univer­

sity in Detroit where he earned a Bachelor's Degree in I950 and became a 

classroom teacher for the Detroit Public Schools. He continued his edu­

cation at Wayne State University and received a Master's Degree in Edu-
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cation in I952 and a Doctorate in Educational Administration in I96I. 

His career in education included some of the following responsibilities: 

school administration, director of testing and reading programs, curricu­

lum consulting, and administration of a citywide language education pro­

gram. 

"My Jesus I Love Thee, I Know Thou Art Mine" 

One experience Brother Dominic would often refer to later was a 

short dream he had in which he saw the Lord being crucified. As the 

nails were being driven through the Lord's hands, he awakened in tears 

singing that wonderful hymn, "My Jesus I Love Thee, I Know Thou Art 

Mine:' 

In I 948 he was elected to the office of GMBA President and served 

in that capacity until I966. It was during Brother Dominic's administra­

tion that the Church experienced a significant revival amongst the young 

people of the Church. A change in the GMBA bylaws opened the way 

for young people to have a more active part in the Church. At the same 

time, greater efforts were also being made to reach out to the rising gen­

eration, which brought forth much fruit during his tenure. During this 

same time, the GMBA became involved with a fund-raising project to 

purchase land for the construction of the General Church Auditorium. 

This project was successful and eventually led to the purchase of the land 

upon which the World Conference Center now sits. 

The Anointing of God 

In the fall of I 9 SO he was ordained an elder and served along with 

Brother Joseph Milantoni at Muncey, Ontario, Canada in I9SI and I952. 

Following that, he served as Presiding Elder at Branch 2. He was or­

dained an evangelist in I957 and an apostle in I964. 

The night before his ordination, he prayed until dawn and just as he 

was about to end his prayers, he heard a choir singing the hymn, "Jesus 

Lover of My Soul:' The words of that hymn answered the yearning of 

his heart for God's help as he entered the Quorum of Twelve Apostles. 
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The day of ordination brought additional encouragement, including the 

following experiences that were recorded during the meeting: 

A basin and towel were then brought forth for the washing of 

Brother Thomas' feet. As our brothers sat on the rostrum awaiting this 

sacred ordinance, Brother Anthony Corrado, filled with the Spirit of 

God, took the towel and began to pray with a voice that could be heard 

by all present. While Brother Thomas' feet were being washed, his coun­

tenance was changed unto the likeness of an angel. Brother Corrado 

then spoke in the gift of tongues and Brother Mark Randy gave the 

interpretation, "This is My Will:' Brother Biscotti then laid hands on 

Brother Thomas and anointed him with oil. While offering a fervent 

prayer he spoke in tongues, which were interpreted thus: "In the Name 

of our God, we do this:' Having been anointed an apostle, he arose 

filled with the Spirit of God, approached the ministry, and began to kiss 

and embrace each elder brother as he went along, including the elders 

who were seated in the congregation. 

Sister Ruth Braendel from Detroit, Branch #I had a vision in which 

she saw Brother Dominic's feet just above the ankles, covered with brass, 

standing on solid rock. Sister Clara Gentile from Detroit, Branch #2 
saw two hands present him a bouquet of beautiful white flowers with 

roots ready to be planted. 

In I 97 I, Brother Dominic was elected first counselor of the General 

Church and in I 97 4, Brother Dominic was elected President of the Gen­

eral Church and is currently still serving in that capacity. More will be 

written in the next volume about the significant progress the Church has 

made during his tenure in office. For now, however, it should at least be 

noted that the Church has experienced unprecedented growth in the past 

25 years, with respect to worldwide evangelism. The Church of Jesus 

Christ, as of this writing, has established missions in over 20 different 

nations in both hemispheres, in addition to five different American In­
dian Tribes. The number of Church members in foreign countries has 

been growing rapidly and has far exceeded the rolls in the United States. 

Shortly after the World Missionary Conference in I 983, several Gen­

eral Church missionaries passed away which raised much concern in 

Brother Dominic's mind over the work at home and abroad. The night 
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after Brother Frank Mode's funeral, Brother Dominic had a short dream 

in which he found himself at a church gathering. In one corner of the 

n1eeting-place, a sister sat weeping. Brother Thomas went to her side and 

tried to console her, but she refused to be comforted; and, looking at him 

through her tears, she said in a loud voice, "The Great Work of the 

Lord:' After the fourth effort, he awoke. It left him with the conviction 

that we, as a people, need to press on with the work of the Lord in spite 

of any and all setbacks that come to the Church. 

When his wife, Sister Dolores, was stricken with cancer in I 97 4, they 

were strengthened by the prayers of the saints and God's grace through­

out her illness and recovery. The contributions Brother Dominic has made 

to the Church over the years have been considerable, and, after all these 

years, he is continuing to bear fruit and provide leadership to the Churd1. 

MEMBERS OF THE QUORUM OF TWELVE APOSTLES 

Alma Cadman, 1908-1972 

Personal Data 
Ordinations 

Leadership 

bii·d1: 11/27/1878; baptism: 1895; death: 1972 
elder: 1900; aposdc:Jul,v 1908; re-ordained an .1posdc: 1925 
Ove1:,eerofd1e Gcncz~il Clwrcli Colony in Kansas: 1910; Quorum of 

TivclveApostlcsPrcszdent' 1927-1971 

Alma Cadman served the Church as an apostle for 64 years. The 

following words are excerpted from a tribute written by the Quorum of 

Twelve for The Gospel News in his honor after his death in I972: 

Brother Alma Bickerton Cadman was born November 27, I878. 

His parents were the late William and Elizabeth Worral Cadman of 

West Elizabeth, Pennsylvania. Brother Alma is the youngest of twelve 

children. 

In I 8 99, he married La Vina Secrest and subsequently the Lord blessed 

this union with nine children, four sons, and five daughters. His poster­
ity, to date, includes 26 grandchildren, 86 great grand-children, and I3 



The Leadership of The Church of Jesus Christ 

great, great grandchildren. His wife, La Vina, 

passed away in January of I959. Her death was 

the first in this large family. 

As a child, Brother Alma attended the 

Church regularly with his parents, and he has 

often mentioned chat he was in the Churd1 "all 

of his life:' In I895 he was baptized into The 

Church of Jesus Christ by his father and contin­

ued to attend the meetings. He delighted to lis­

ten and learn from his older brothers of the ways 

of God. In I 900 he was ordained an elder, and 

in I 908 he was ordained an apostle. He was 

elected President of the Quorum of Twelve 

Apostles in I927 and held this office until I97I. 

Ac the April Conference of I97I, the Quorum 

elected him as Honorary President for life. The Alma Cadman 

apostles did this, primarily, for his great service 

to The Church and, secondarily, because of his failing health, which 

prevented him from attending Conferences and curtailed his activities as 

President of the Quorum. 

Brother Ah11a loved to travel, and one of his first trips, along with 

two other young men, was from Pennsylvania to Kansas in I902, on 
bicycles, where he met Brother William Bickerton. In later years, he also 

made several trips to California. 

In I906, he moved his family to St. John, Kansas. He became 

employed at Tudor's Store as a clerk. The store is still in existence. In 
I9IO, he was placed in charge of the Church "Colony;' consisting of a 

I,920-acre ranch, which the Church had purchased with the hope of it 

becoming a place of "gathering" for the people of God. Many families 

lived and labored on this ranch for several years. 

The Seventh Day of Rest 

The pamphlet, Tlie Sevent/1 Da,r of Rest, describing the Kingdom 

of Christ, which shall be established on earth prior to the Millennium 

( or thousand-year reign with Christ), and which is referred to by The 

Church as the "Peaceful Reign," was written by Brother Alma. 

The Lord had extended the life of our beloved Brother Alma to the 

ripe age of ninety-three years, and it had been a full, rich and rewarding 
one. The Church has been truly blessed to have had a brother of this 

caliber as one of her leaders; a man gifted in understanding prophecy 
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and in the ability to transmit that understanding to others. His knowl­

edge of the Scriptures, great in its scope, was a product of much prayer 

and fasting, study and research, and above everything else, living a life of 

righteousness and dedication to the service of Almighty God. 

We, the Quorum of Twelve Apostles, feel highly honored to have 

been co-workers of Brother Alma Cadman. Many of us have spent 

quite a few years together with him and, as a result, have been enriched 

immensely by his wisdom and understanding. 

Brother Alma has gone to stand before the presence of Almighty 

God, to receive his reward of eternal life. However, now that he is 

called home, we mourn deeply, knowing chat with his departure, there 

will also be passing away an honorable and dedicated man, who repre­

sented an era of a Restored Gospel spirit, and a deep prophetic vision. 

Charles Ashton, 1908-1955 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 
Publications 

birth:5/18/1882:bapdsm: 1898;dcarh: 1955 

cider: 1903; aposdc:/ub, 1908 

GC Second Counselor: 1919-22; GC hi:,t Counselor: 1922-56 

composer: "The Church Which .fesus Christ Set Up" ;111d "My God 

Thou Sccst Mc" in the S11i1ts H;0mn;i/ 

Brother Charles Ashton was born in Coal Valley, Pennsylvania on 

May 18, 1882. He served as First Counselor to President W H. Cadman 

from I 922 until his death and was recognized as one of our best speak­

ers. Excerpts of his testimony, recorded in A History of tl1e Clwrch of 

Jesus Clmst, authored by William H. Cadman, pages 356-359, follow: 

Path to Salvation 

I obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ in my youth, having been taught 

the principles of salvation by my grandparents, John and Lydia Ashton. 

At the early age of seven I began reading the Bible and The Book of 

Mormon, and the more I read the more interested I became. My mind 

was occupied continually with these sacred writings, and I would often 

resort to the woods to meditate upon the Word of God and the Plan of 

Salvation. I was cold that The Book of Mormon would dispel the 
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mystery of how the forefathers of the American Indians came to this 

land. 1 was greatly impressed and delighted as I read an account of their 

travels and the dealings of the Lord with them .... When I was sixteen 

years old, my long-cherished hopes were realized: I was baptized and 

confirmed a member of the Church, receiving a divine joy in my soul, 

whid1 cannot be explained by mortal tongue. I was visited with a num­

ber of Heavenly dreams for my encouragement and guidance. 

Beginnings of a Fruitful Ministry 

Shortly after my 2Ist 

birthday, I was ordained an el­

der; and the Lord began to in­

spire my mind upon many beau­

tiful subjects-utterance being 

given me to declare them to all 

who would hear. The blessing 

of God was with me in my 
ministerial work, and His 

Spirit bore witness to my soul 

that I was engaged authentically 

in the cause of righteousness. I 

can testify that the coming 

forth of the Angel to J oscph 

Smith in I820 marked the bc­

ginnin g of the work of the 

Latter Days. Apart from my 

grandparents, there were none Charles Ashton 
of my near relatives in the 

Churd1 until I905, when my mother obeyed the Gospel; then followed 

two of my sisters. 

In I907, I married Mary Belle Wells, daughter of Brother and 

Sister William H. Wells. Brother Wells was an elder in the Church 

located in Roscoe, Pennsylvania. My wife had obeyed the Gospel one 

year preceding our marriage. 

After I was ordained an elder, I became active in teaching the Gos­

pel in the vicinity of my home. Assisted by two young brothers, we met 

at the home of Brother and Sister James Gilbert who had recently moved 

to this place. There were a few baptized, and we were recognized as the 

549 
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Coal Y.c,llcy Mission under the jurisdiction of the McKeesport Branch. 

The major work of the Italian people coming into the Church had its 

beginning here. An experience was given where a river was seen flowing 

from this place and branching out over a vast expanse of territory. l t is 

highly gratifying to sec this under fulfillment. 

At the death of my sister Bertha, my wife and 1 took her baby son, 

Joseph, into our home to raise. He obeyed the Gospel at the age of 

twenty. In I935 my wife passed away. In the autunm of I936, l mar­

ried Minnie McKean. She had obeyed the Gospel a few months preced­

mg our marriage. 

In I 9 I 0, primarily through the efforts of Brothers Ashton and Cherry, 

the work in Mount Pleasant was reactivated, with several baptisms result­

ing. Brother Ashton continues: 

During the past twenty rears of my life l have spent considerable 

time among the Italian Brothers and Sisters of the Church. On one of 

my trips to New Jersey, the Lord revealed in a dream that my work was 

to assist the Church to carry its burden, and by doing so, l would please 

the Lord. In an experience I was shown that this Church stood separate 

from the whole world and eventually it would be attacked by enemies 

of the truth. 

ln conclusion, l can say the blessing of God has attended me through­

out the years of my life. Although 1 have encountered many difficulties 

and my pathway has been obstructed by the enemy of righteousness, the 

strong arm of God came to my rescue in every tirne of need; and a 

living testimony has sustained me. The Spirit of the Lord has borne 

witness to my soul concerning the restoration of lsracl on this land and 

the construction of a Glorious Kingdom, which will eclipse all others 

that have been before it. I recommend the Restored Gospel of Jesus 

Christ as the only sure "safety zone" in which the human race may find 

refuge. 

Vernon Chester, 1911-1950 

Personal Data l"id1: Apnl 1883; dmrh: 1950 
Ordinations cldcr:Ju{v 1908; cv:wgck,t:Ju{r· 1909; :1posdc:Jul;· 1911 
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Brother John Penn, 1910-1955 

Personal Data b1i·d1: Jamti!L)' J 867; bapdsm:July J 908; dcad1: Jul_r 1955 
Ordinations elder: Apnl J 909; cvwgcl1:1·t:fanuaq I 9 J 0; ;1posdc:July J 9 J 0 

Brother Penn was born in Stewart, Virginia in January I 86 7 and died 

in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on July 8, I955 at the age of 88. He spent 

most of bis life in Dunlevy, Pennsylvania and was well respected in that 

community. As a long-standing member of the Roscoe Branch, he con­

tributed much over the years to that congregation. Brother Penn, in his 

own words, gives us a small glimpse of his conversion and his ministry: 

"I Will Obey This Gospel in Due Time" 

ln June I907, whJe living in Roscoe, Pennsylvania, I met a young 

man, John Abbott, who first introduced me to the Church by telling me 

about a baptism which would take place the following Sunday. I went 

to sec the baptism but was late and, when I reached the river, it was over 

and all had left. V!hJe returning to my home, I met Brother Alexander 

Cherry, who, upon learning that I had been at the river, invited me into 

the afternoon sen·ice that was just starting. During the meeting the 

persons who had been baptized were confirmed. I later knew them as 

Brother and Sister George Crombish of Belle Vernon, Pennsylvania. I 

knew a few of the people of the Church, but from that time on I visited 

the meetings, finally becoming a member of the MBA Thus, I met with 

the Church at least once a week, and sometimes oftener. This continued 

for about a year, when one Sunday, in a fellowship meeting, I arose and 

said, "Brothers and sisters, I will obey this Gospel in due time." On the 

first Sunday in July I 908, I went to the ·waters of baptism, scaling my 
covenant with Christ for time and eternity. Brother Cherry officiated in 

both the baptism and confirmation. 

God Speaks to a Humble Coal Miner 

I had an experience on October 27. I908, which I was asked to 

write: Having come home from work in the coal mine, I had just 

washed and sat down to rest, when to my surprise, J heard a mild voice 

speaking to me saying, "You are the people of the Lord, the chosen 
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people of God." I arose quickly to see who was speaking, but I then 

realized that the Lord had caused me to know that I had become one of 

His chosen people. 

During the following January, I had another experience. One night, 

I had been sitting at the table reading when these words were spoken to 

me, "You are accepted before Christ. Go before Him and set an ex­

ample." I cannot find words to convey the greatness of the power of 

those words. I fell down off the chair to my hands and knees and my 

prayer was "Oh Lord, teach me Thy Will and what Thou wouldest have 

me to do." 

... as time went on, I was called into the priesthood, being ordained 

an elder on April I, I 909 and an evangelist January I, I 9 IO, with Brother 

Alexander Cherry officiating at both ordinations. I was ordained an 

apostle by Brother Nephi Federer on July I, 1910. 

A Bridge Across Ethnic Lines 

Then the Lord began to let me know His purpose in causing me to 

move down the river [ from Roscoe to Dunlevy J. Brother Mike Falsetta 

( at that time a perfect stranger to me) was taken sick and seven doctors 

had given him up to die. When I heard of his sickness, it was thought 

that death was upon him. I called to see him and, when I told him of 

the Church, he believed. I remember well how he said, "Mr. Penn, if 

you can do anything for me, do it." I administered to him, and he was 

healed; not only healed, but as a result both he and his wife obeyed tl1e 

Gospel. He had been a man who did not believe there was a God, but 

oh, how good and how pleasant it is to be obedient to my Lord and God! 

Soon after this, I was called to Monessen to see a sick woman, a 

stranger at the time, who later became Sister Nolfi. This resulted in the 

great work among the Italian people. At the time, Joe Corrado (later 

our brother) was staying in the Nolfi home. The doctor had told him 

to be sure all her affairs were in order, as he could do nothing for the 

sick woman and death was expected any minute. I anointed her and she 

was healed. This made a great impression on Mr. Corrado, who at the 

time was an atheist and did not believe in God. Being convinced of the 

power of the Gospel, he asked me to go with him to Glassport to talk to 

friends there. This was tl1e beginning of tl1e great inflm: of the Italian 

people into the Church. 
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Brother Penn, an African American, had an effective ministry to people 

of various ethnic backgrounds. It was sometimes said among the saints 

that Brother Penn was the Italian man's doctor. He felt a calling to pray 

for the sick and was often blessed with the gift of healing. It has also 

been said that he preached the Gospel with power. There was also an 

experience often spoken of by the saints of a fire in his neighborhood. 

The house next door caught fire and burned completely. The fire leaped 

over Brother Penn's house and continued to burn. Both neighbors' homes 

were burned, while the fire never touched Brother Penn's house. 

One of the saints from the Roscoe Branch remembered him fondly 

after his passing: 

[He J was highly esteemed among the brothers and sisters of Roscoe. 

I remember well his testimony and when I was a child, his voice, when 

he preached, shook the house. . . . Many of the brothers and sisters here 

in Roscoe have memories of calling him to anoint their sick at all hours 
of the night and they were healed. Yes, he anointed us, prayed for us, 

blessed our children, and established us in sound principles of Jesus 
Christ. We pray that God would send us someone with a double portion 

of the Gift of God that he had .... No one could number the sick he 

anointed, the children he blessed, the baptisms he performed over the 

period of his years in the Church. All to the honor and glory of God. 

( The Grnpcl News, September I955) 

Brother Isaac Smith, 1914-1954 

Personal Data b1i·d1:3/6/1884;dead1:August 1954 
Ordinations elder: 191 l;aposde: 7 /4/14 

Isaac Smith was born on March 6, I 884 in Dar ton, Yorkshire, En­

gland and immigrated to the United States in the early twentieth century. 

He married Bessie Tucker in I905 and they had a daughter, Lillian. Bessie 

died in an accident in I907. It wasn't long before the Lord provided 

someone to help him care for his young daughter, as young Isaac married 

Bertha Ashton in I9IO. Together they had four children: George, Charles, 

Mary, and Joseph. 
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Charles Ashton, Rocco Biscotti, Joseph Dulisse and Isaac Smith 

His wife Bertha died in I 918 when their son Joseph was only six 

weeks old. Once again the Lord provided for Brother Isaac and his chil­

dren as he married Lena Nicholson in I 920. She already had four chil­

dren when they married: Marie, Anna, Harry and William, and together 

they had one daughter, Ruth. They were only married for four years as 

Lena died in I924. In I932, he married Gertrude Akerman, who already 

had six children of her own: Helen, Ruth, Dorothy, Grace, Arnold and 

Howard.Together they had one son, Isaac. 

Brother Isaac was ordained an elder in I 9 I I and an apostle on July 4, 

I 9 I 4. He resided in many cities throughout the Monongahela Valley of 

Pennsylvania and presided over various branches and missions of the 

Church. Some of his travels took him to the Church Colony in Kansas. 

In his home branch of Glassport (known earlier as Rock Run), he pro­

vided leadership in the planting and development of many new missions 

over the years, some of which were as far away as Ohio. Many of the 

missions of the church during that era were established through that brand1, 
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not just in Pennsylvania, but also in Ohio, Michigan and New Jersey. He 

proved to be a dedicated servant of the Lord. 

Herman Kennedy, 1914-1942 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

death: 9/1970 
elder: 7/1/1905; aposrle: 7 /3/14 
Quorum ofTiveh·c Aposr!cs Prcs1dcnr: 1922-27 

Brother James C. Cowan, 1920-1945 

Personal Data b1i·r!1: 1876: bap[I:,w: 1906: dcat/1: 1945 
Ordinations cvangcH,T: 10/11 /14; aposrlc: cfrca 1918, rc1frcd 1940, rc-ord11i1cd 

1944 

Brother James Qim) Cowan was born in December I876 and spent 

most of his life in the Monongahela, Pennsylvania area. It was said of 

him that his neighbors held him in high esteem because of his good 

works. He was the father of I 4 children, four dying in their youth. He 

was baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ in I906 and ordained an 

elder shortly thereafter. He was ordained an evangelist in I 9 I 4 and sub­

sequently to the office of an apostle. He retired as an apostle in I 940 but 

was re-ordained in I944. 

After his first wife, Martha, died, he married Clara Caldwell in I944. 

That same year they moved to the Muncey Reservation in Ontario, 

Canada, where they took up residence on the farm owned by the Church 

to serve as missionaries to the Native Americans there. He died of a 

stroke in the hayfield on July 20, I945. 

An article in The Gospel News reporting on his death provides in­

sight into his character: 

The basic doctrine of Brother Cowan's life was the Golden Rule ... 

If more people had known him, more people would have loved him. 

. . . He was an admirer of Abe Lincoln because of his humbleness and 
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brevity. He was devoted to his God, his wife, children, brethren and 

sisters and his fellowman. . . . He was opposed to anything that would 

bring wealth to the minority and hardship to the majority. 

Brother Cowan, along with Brothers William H. Cadman and Teman 

Cherry, were on the committee when the Church building in Mononga­

hela was built and he played an active part in it. His friendly smile and 

his hearty handclasp were the trademarks he shared with the Church for 

nearly 40 years. 

Brother Ishmael D' Amico, 1923-1962 

Personal Data birch: 1892; baptism: 1919; deatli: 1962 
Ordinations elder: Apnl 1920; cvangeHst: July, 1921; apostle: August, 1923 
Mission Work Detroit, Michigan; .5opris, Colorado; Rochester and Brooklyn, New 

Yo1* 
Publications authoD autobiog1;1phy- '7vI;• Testimony" 

Brother Ishmael D'Amico was born in Italy in I892 and came to 

America in 1912. He met The Church of Jesus Christ at Glassport, 

Pennsylvania and was baptized in 1919. He was ordained an elder in 

April 1920, an evangelist in July 1921 and an apostle in August 1923. 

He soon became one of the most active and successful missionary work­

ers in the Church. He, along with co-workers, founded the Church in 

various places. Shortly after being ordained an elder in 1920, Brothers 

D'Arnico and Joseph Dulisse went to Detroit, Michigan, where, by the 

grace of God, a branch of the Church was started which eventually led 

to the establishment of six other branches in that area and Windsor, 

Canada. 

Miraculously Protected 

Brother D'Arnico had many amazing experiences throughout his life­

time, but perhaps none was more remarkable than the one described be­

low in his own words in his autobiography entitled My Test1inony: 
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While employed in the con­

struction of a building in De­

troit, in November I92I, I was 

handing material to the brick­

layer. I was standing on a board 

about one foot wide, which was 

supported by a scaffold, some 
distance from the ground. Sud­

denly the board upon which I 
stood broke and fell to the 

ground; but I remained stand­

ing in mid-air, safe and sound. 

I was neither injured nor afraid, 

and I glorified God that I was 

preserved, although the board 

had broken and fallen from un­

der me. I then stepped over to 
other boards, which had not bro­

ken. It was just as if someone 

had held me up until I could 

reach a place of safety. 

Later I was telling this ex­

perience in a testimony meeting 
here in Detroit. The Spirit of 

God descended on one of the 
brothers, and he saw in a vision 

Ishmael D'Amico 

that when the board had broken, the Lord Jesus Himself came and held 

me by my arms to keep me from falling. I thank our Lord again and 

again that He saved me from perishing. 

"Macedonian Call" 

557 

Brother D' Amico's concern for the souls of men and women urged 

him on to further efforts in the mission field. He went to Sopris, Colo­

rado to deliver the Word of God, where eventually a few obeyed the 

Gospel message. After returning to Detroit it was only a short while 

before he again responded to the "Macedonian call;' which led him this 

time to Rochester, New York, where subsequently another branch of the 

Church was established. 
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During the years of I93I through I937, Brother D'Amico made 

missionary trips to Waterloo, Syracuse, and Palatine Bridge, New York, as 

well as to the Tuscarora and Tona wand a American Indian Tribes. In Brook­

lyn, New York, his efforts led to the establishment of another Mission. 

Later in life Brother D' Amico was stricken with a cerebral hemor­

rhage, which stilled the voice of this wonderful preacher of the Restored 

Gospel. Grieving saints throughout the Church earnestly fasted and 

prayed for his recovery, but to no avail, as he never recovered from this 

affliction, which claimed his life on January I I, I962. Brother D'Amico 

left behind his wife, Julia, and his six children: Ansel, Alfred, Lauretta, 

John, Erma, and Paul, to mourn his loss. 

Brother Charles Behanna, 1923-1970 

Personal Data birch: 1880;hczpnsm: 1898;dead1: 1970 

Ordinations elder: 1/10/04; evange!ist:fu{v 1909; apostle: 8/8/23, rerii·ed: 1940, 

re-orda1i1ed· 1948 

Brother Charles Behanna was born on July 27, 
I 880 in Webster, Pennsylvania to Abraham and 

Rebecca Behanna. He married Margaret Young 

Ferguson on December IO, I902. Together they 

had five children: Archetta, Charles, Mary Rebecca, 

Archibald Hermes, and Margaret Elaine. He and 

his wife raised a granddaughter (Elaine Evans) 

when her parents died shortly after her birth. He 

lived in Monongahela, Pennsylvania except for his 

last 2I years when he resided with his daughter, 

Mary Mancini, in Erie, Permsylvania until his death 

in I970. 
Margaret and Charles 

Behanna 

Brother Behanna was a hard worker and a good provider for his fam­

ily. He worked in construction, was a part owner of a coalmine, a ma­

chinist, and a security guard. He was a very devout and faithful member 
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of The Church of Jesus Christ whose leadership was instrumental in the 

purchase of a building to establish the mission in Erie. 

Brother Joseph Dulisse, 1934-1950 

Personal Data b1i·t!1: 1879; baptism: 1918; deat/1: 1950 

Ordinations elder: Apnl 1920; ev,wgeH~t:Jul;r 1921; ,1posde:JuJ;, 1934 

Leadership Genenil Church Second Counselor: 1939-50 

Mission Work Detroit, Michigan 

Brother Joseph Dulisse was born in Italy in I879. After immigrating 

to the United States, he met The Church of Jesus Christ in Glassport, 

Pennsylvania. He was baptized into the Church in I9I8 at the Rock 

Run Branch. He was ordained an elder in April I 920 and an evangelist in 

July I92I. 

Brother Joseph was energetic in spreading the Gospel. In I 9 2 I he 

traveled to Detroit, Michigan with Brother Ishmael D' Amico to help 

establish the Gospel there. He served as the presiding elder of Branch #2 

for many years. This is on the West Side of Detroit, which started the 

vast expansion that took place in that city. He was a real pillar of the 

Gospel. 

He was ordained an apostle in July I934 and was elected Second 

Counselor of the General Church in July I939, serving in that office 

until his death in I 9 50. 

He was married to Sister Vincenze Dulisse. They had four sons, John, 

Peter, Nicholas, and Dominic. 

Brother Rocco Biscotti, 1939-1987 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission Work 

Publications 

bii·ch: 2/11/03; baptism: 8/27 /22; death: 1/21/87 

elder: 1923;cvangeh:,c: 1926;aposde: 1939 

Quorum oF!ivelvcAposdcsPres1dcnt: 1971-74 

Ital;;, Atlantic Coast 

author: Autobiog1~1pl1,v- "M,v Life wit/1 Cliri,c" 
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Brother Rocco Biscotti was born in the province of Foggia, Italy on 

February I I, I903. He i1mnigrated to the United States in April I920 
and went to live with his brother, Louis, in Cleveland, Ohio. Louis 

worked with a brother in the Church, Emil Gerome, and, at his invita­

tion, they both began to attend services. After attending just two Sunday 

services, young Rocco requested his baptism. While he was changing 

into baptismal clothes, he asked the Lord to bear evidence that this was 

His Will and His Church. This was the first time he had ever prayed, and 

he i1mnediately came under conviction, shedding tears of joy. It was on 

that day, August 27, I922, that he made a covenant to serve the Lord for 

the rest of his life. 

Shortly thereafter, he met his future wife, Sister Angeline Thomas, 

who had been baptized the previous year. They were married on June I7, 
I925 and were blessed with three children, Matthew, Kathryn and Rob­

ert. 

Brother Rocco was ordained an elder in I923, an evangelist in I926, 
and an apostle at the July 2, I939 General Church Conference by Brother 

Alma Cadman. He served as Secretary, Vice President, and President of 

the Quorum of Twelve. He was very missionary-minded and traveled 

three times to Italy on missionary trips. He was also involved with the 

establishment of the Church on the Atlantic Coast. 

His desire was to fulfill the words of the Apostle Paul in II Timothy 

4: 7-8: "I have fought a good :fight, I have :finished my course, I have kept 

the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day; and not to 

me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing:' Surely he re­

ceived this "Crown" on January 2I, I987 when he passed away from this 

life. Additional details on his life may be obtained by reading his autobi­

ography in a booklet entitled, My Life with Clmst. 
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Joseph Lovalvo 

Brother Joseph Lovalvo, 1939-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission Work 

Publications 

b1i·d1: 3/1/10; baptism: 7 /16/33 

cldcr:]wuar}' 1936; cv~mgcHst:]uiJ7 193 7; .1posdc:]u1J, 1939 

C:ilifonn:1 Distncr Mission Board Clwiman: 1963-83; CaHfom1,1 Dis­

mer President; Quorum of"Trvclve Aposdcs President: 1974-prcscnt; 

SJ:i: Nwons and S1rm:1 Indian Rcscrvat1om~ Can:zda; Mexico 

co-audwr: "Fasting and Pra}'cr" booklet 

Joseph Lovalvo was born near Palermo, Sicily, on March 1, 1910. 

He was the seventh of nine children. His father came to this country 

ahead of them and worked for two years to earn enough money to bring 

the family here. He worked on the railroad, sleeping in railroad cars so 

that he could save more money. In l 9 l 4, just before the start of WWI, 

. ~ 
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they finally embarked on their long-awaited and perilous voyage to 

America, which took I 8 days in stormy weather. 

Years later he became disenchanted with the church he had been at­

tending since he was a boy. Having an inquiring mind, he would often 

ask questions of the parish priest regarding teachings that were troubling 

to him. However, his questions were lightly dismissed, as he was simply 

told to just accept it and was given no explanation from scripture. This 

did not satisfy him, and he eventually left that church. An account of his 

conversion into the Church may be found in Chapter Four. 

Two of his mentors in those early days in the Church were Brothers 

Tony Pietrangelo and Ralph Frarnrnolino. It wasn't long before his dedi­

cation led to active involvement in the Church. 

"I Am Michael, the Archangel" 

Brother Joe served the Windsor Branch for many years as presiding 

elder. In 1939, the Quorum ofTwelve had a revelation at a June confer­

ence in Monongahela, PA to recommend Brother Joe to be ordained an 

apostle. When Brother Fumier laid hands upon him, the gift of tongues 

was spoken, with the interpretation being that God had called him as one 

of the apostles of old. However, at only 29 years of age, Brother Joe was 

beginning to feel the awesome weight of this office and began to wonder 

how he could carry this weight. The following day, after returning home 

from work, he went to his bedroom and began to ponder on how he 

could fulfill this great responsibility. What happened next is best de­

scribed in Brother Joe's own words: 

All of a sudden the Power of God came upon me and lifted me up 

from my bed and upon my feet in the middle of the room. A personage 
appeared to me, dressed all in white, with a sword in his hand. He spoke 

these words: "I am Michael, the ard1angcl, and I have been sent to you 

by God, to teach you how to use this sword." He then proceeded to put 

the sword in my hand. It was about three feet long, two-edged, and the 

hilt was all engraved in gold. As I took the sword, he held his hand on 

mine and the Power of God came upon me, and the Glory of God 

filled my soul. The sword just came alive! It was as if l had just grabbed 
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a 220-volt wire. All of a sudden, I found myself back in bed, wonder­

ing what was happening to me. Again the Power of God picked me up 

and stood me on my feet, and the same personage appeared. He re­

peated, "I am Michael, the archangel, God has sent me to you to teach 

you how to use this sword. Paul and Peter used this sword. Now you 

must use it." He put the sword in my hand and this time, he let me go. 

He didn't hold my hand. The Glory and the Power of God came upon 

me and once again, the sword became alive. All fear and every doubt 

left me. I knew now that God had called me as one of the twelve 

apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ. 
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Brother Joe has had many outstanding experiences associated with his 

ministry, which now spans over 65 years. One of the gifts he received 

early in his ministry was the gift of healing, which has been a blessing to 

many over the years. It didn't take long for this gift to be made manifest 

as reflected in the following experience, whid1 occurred in I936. Brother 

Joe explains in his own words: 

1 was just a young elder at the time. It was I o'clock in the morning 

when I was suddenly awakened from my sleep. A voice spoke to me, 

"Get up and get dressed and go to Sister Marietta Ruzzi's house. Go 

there and anoint her because she's been sick, very sick." We were taught to 

prove the spirits, so I was wondering where this voice came from, when 

the voice spoke again. This time like a command: "Arise and go there. 

She's been very sick. Anoint her and I will heal her." Well, I didn't wait 

any more. 

They lived about a mile from my house. Brother Tony, her hus­

band, who was also a minister of the Church, answered the door. I told 

him that I had an experience to go there and apologized for the lateness 

of the hour. He said, "Brother Joe, if God gave you an experience, 

come on in." I asked, "Is your wife sick?" He said, "She's been very sick. 

She's been in a coma for two weeks." 

In those days we didn't have any insurance, jobs were scarce, and we 

had no money for doctors. So he waited on the Lord. He took me into 

the bedroom and there she was lying on the bed in a coma. I got down 

on my knees and cried out to God with all the energy that was in me, 

with all the faith that 1 could produce, and when I finished my prayer, 

tears were trickling down her face. She came out of the coma and 

started to praise God. She said, "Brother Joe, God has sent you to my 

home, because while you were here talking with my husband, I had a 
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vision where I saw a light come from your house and land in my house." 

She wanted to get up and I suggested she just rest, to which she replied, 

"Oh no, I'm healed and I want to get up and fix you some coffee." 

When I got home that night I told my wife what happened and we 

glorified God together. 

Another noteworthy experience happened around I952. Brother Joe 

received a call one evening after work from Sister Elvira Maness, a Na­

tive American from the Sarnia Mission. According to Brother Joe: 

She was crying on the phone, "Brother Joe, my husband had an 

accident. He was working on the railroad cars and they were moving 

steel bars from one car to another. The operator of the crane moved the 

crane the wrong way and the steel beam hit Brother Maness in the chest 

and knocked him off the car. He has eight broken ribs and a broken 

ankle. I'm sick in bed with the flu, with a high fever." 

Brother Joe, another brother who was visiting their home, and his son 

Leonard responded to her appeal for help, and set out for the Sarnia 

Reservation. It was about a 75-mile drive, one-way. Brother Joe contin­

ues: 

It was cold-close to zero degrees, so when Brother Maness saw me 

walk in, he started to cry. l knelt down and cried out to God. l re­

minded God that this was one of his covenant children, and that he had 

promised in the last days that he would minister to them. I asked God to 

send one of the Nephites mentioned in the Book of Mormon to minis­

ter to him. After I got off my knees and began to anoint him, a man 

walked in right through the door that was closed. l could see that he was 

a Native Ame1~can. He had long black hair, with olive-colored skin. 

As he laid his hands on top of mine, the Power of God came upon me. 

I wasn't speaking anymore, bi.it Christ was speaking through me. I said, 

"Brother Maness, in the Name of Jesus Christ, receive ye the strength of 

God and be made whole:' And he jumped out of the chair and said, 

"Brother Joe, I'm healed. I'm healed. I have no more pam." He was 

touching his ribs, "The pain is gone," he said. 

Brother Joe also anointed Sister Maness that night and she too was 

healed, but, as it turned out, the experience did not end there. He went to 
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the Sarnia Mission on the following Sunday and was stunned to see that 

Brother Maness still had the cast on his foot. Brother Maness told him 

that for some reason his chest was healed but his ankle was not. Brother 

Joe felt very bad and couldn't understand why he was not completely 

healed. He prayed for understanding and it didn't take long before the 

Lord spoke again. Brother Joe received a call from Brother Maness. Ac­

cording to Brother Joe: 

He said, "Brother Joe, I have a message for you from Jesus Christ:' I 

said, "Wait a minute-from Jesus Christ? What are you talking about?" 

"Yesterday, when you lefr here, we saw how bad you felt and we prayed 

for you. Last night, afrer I went to bed, Christ appeared to me and He 

told me to tell you not to be discouraged; the reason he didn't heal my 

ankle was because He wanted me to stay home and study the Book of 

Mormon and learn about the covenants God has made with my forefa­

thers:' When I heard that, the Spirit of God came upon me and I 

praised God for answering my prayer. 

As of this writing, Brother Joe is the senior member of the Quorum 

ofT welve, having served in that office for over 60 years, second in length 

of service only to the late Brother Alma Cadman. His contributions to 

the Church over that period of time cannot be overstated. His love for 

the "Seed of Joseph;' referring to the descendants of the original inhab­

itants of the land of America-the "Native Americans;' is well known 

throughout the Church, and, in fact, was the primary reason for his deci­

sion to move his family to California in I 9 53. His preaching and teach­

ing have provided the members of the Church with inspiration and di­

rection wherever he has gone. Brother Joe and his wife, Sister Virginia 

(Randazzo), had four children: Leonard, Rose, Sharon, and Faye. 
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V. James Lovalvo 

Brother V. James Lovalvo, 1941-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Publications 

birth: 1911; bapt1~m· 7 /16/33; 
elder: 1935; cvangcli'st:juiy, 1937; apostlc:July 1941 
C1!ifi:m11:1 Disoict President: 1954-63; Honda D1:,tnct President: 19 73-
77; GCSccond Counselor: 1974-1992 
author: '/i lJi:,scrtatJcm on d1c Faith ;md Doctni1c," '7h,rh Shall Spnng 

Out of the E1rrh," '73ook oflvlormon Perspcct1vl~" "In Defense ofTl1e 

Book oflvlonnon," and "Bapt1~,11: Its Hi:l'fory Past and Present;" com­

poser: sever;1l l1ymns 111 .S:11i1ts Hymnal and .S:11i1ts Favon'rcs 

As of this writing, Brother V. James Lovalvo has served in the Quo­

rum ofT welve for over 60 years. He has been blessed with a deep under­

standing of the scripture, serving the Church as a gifted and active teacher 

as well as a prolific writer for many years. To date, he has authored several 



The Leadership of The Church of Jesus Christ 567 

books and pamphlets, covering many topics related to the faith and doc­

trine of the Church. His contributions to the understanding of the 

saints on subjects such as the Apostasy and the Restoration have been 

extensive. He worked on the committee to compile the Church's 

hymnbook, ll1e Saints Hymnal, and has written several hymns, which 

have been enjoyed by the Church over the years. Brother Lovalvo has 

provided leadership at all levels of the Church, serving as presiding elder 

in Branch #4 in Detroit, Michigan as well as in the San Fernando Valley 

and Lindsay Branches in California; as president in two districts of the 

Church, California and Florida, for a total of I3 years; and as second 

counselor to the President of the General Church for a period of I8 

years. He has promoted many worthy causes and initiatives in the Church, 

not the least of which has been the establislm1ent of a more effective and 

systematic training program for ministers. His testimony follows: 

I was born of parents who were Catholics, and though they were 

good to me, yet I was not taught to be religiously-minded. I was a 

member of a large family, which consisted of six boys and three girls. 

We were all born in Italy with the exception of rny younger brother 

Anthony. I was two years old when we landed in the U.S.A., conse­

quently I remember nothing about Italy .... 

1 grew up to be a lover of music and at the age of ... sixteen I began 

to study voice culture, and since God had blessed me with a good singing 

voice, I began to aspire for an operatic career. I studied with the famous 

Dr. William Howland of the Institute of Musical Art in Detroit, Michi­

gan. I have sung before hundreds of people both on the stage and radio. 

I was under contract with Dr. Howland, and when I was about to real­

ize my musical ambitions, I came in contact with The Church of Jesus 

Christ, which I readily accepted with all my heart and which also changed 

my life and worldly aspirations. 

A more detailed account of Brother Jim's conversion, along with his 

brothers, Joseph and Anthony, may be found in Chapter Four. All three 

were baptized on July I 6, I 9 33. 
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"Sing unto the Lord a New Song" 

Brother Jim's testimony continues: 

My spiritual joy seemed complete except for the fact that I still 

continued to study voice, looking forward to a successful operatic ca­

reer .... My heart told me that to continue my natural study was wrong 

in the sight of God, but my flesh fought against it. I sought God daily 

in fasting and prayer to help me that I might be released from any 

worldly attractions or thing that would make it hard for me to serve 

Him. 

One day as I opened the Bible my finger rested upon the word 

"sing." I immediately thought that this was His answer to my prayer and 

that God was pleased if I continued my studies. . . . I continued my 
singing, but all the enthusiasm, all the desire for achieving worldly glory 

began to ebb away from my heart. Nine months after I had been 

baptized I forsook my studies. . . . I remembered about the incident 

when my finger had rested upon the word "sing" in the Bible; and, being 

aroused in curiosity, I looked in the same chapter, which was Psalm 

I 49: I, and read, "Sing unto the Lord a new song, and His praise in the 

congregation of saints." I felt the glorious blessings of God when I read 

this beautiful chapter, and I promised God I would indeed seek to use 

my voice for His praise. I was hated by my father because I forsook my 

studies, my friends deserted me; my father slapped my face upon more 
than one occasion, but I thanked the Lord that I was now being perse­

cuted for having chosen Him instead of the world. My brothers and I 

prayed for my father, and, after a few months had passed away, we were 

blessed to see my father and mother obey the Gospel. ... 

"Young Men of Valor" 

Over the years Brother Lovalvo has had many wonderful experiences. 

The following experience prepared him, while yet a young man, for God's 

plans for his life: 

The young men of our branch volunteered to clean the church for 

a period of six months. We used to go to the church on Saturday 

morning to do that work. We fasted and prayed while cleaning the 

building. One Saturday, after all the young men had left, my brother 

Joseph, Mark Randy and I decided to remain in church to pray a little 

longer. We went to the front of the auditorium on the left side of the 

rostrum and knelt in fervent prayer. While we were praying, all three of 
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us heard the front door of the church open and footsteps coming to­

wards us. We, at the time, thought it might be one of the brothers re­

turning to pray with us. We continued praying and, while doing so, 

heard whoever had come in arise and lay his hands on us. As he did so, 

we felt a wonderful blessing come upon us. We arose from praying 

rejoicing in the Lord for His mercy, and, when we looked around to see 

who had come in the church, we saw no one .... 

On the way home we stopped at Sister Ruzzi's home to pay her a 

visit. While conversing with her, she asked us if anything unusual had 

happened at church. We all asked, "Why?" She said, "This morning, 

while I was fasting and praying for you brothers, I had a vision wherein 

I saw the three of you kneeling on the left side of the rostrum. While 

you were praying, a large man clothed in white entered the church, and, 

coming where you were, knelt with you. Then, he arose, and laid his 

hands on Brother Jim, then on Brother Joe, and then on Brother Mark. 

He also laid a crown on each of your heads:' When she told us this, we 

related to her what we had experienced. We received a glorious blessing 

in her home that day. 

569 

In I936 Brother Lovalvo married Sister Mary Randazzo, daughter 

of Brother Sam and Sister Farah Randazzo of Detroit, Michigan. God 

blessed their marriage with two children, Leonard James and Priscilla 

(Penny). 

"They Shall Lay Hands on the Sick and They Shall Recover" 

This promise of Christ to His disciples found in Mark I 6: I8 has 

been fulfilled many times in The Church of Jesus Christ. Brother Lovalvo 

recalls one such instance while on missionary work in Saginaw, Michigan 

with his wife and children: 

On the way home we stopped somewhere and drank some water 

which came from a well. The day after we returned home, one of my 
children became very ill with pains in the stomach, nausea, vomiting, 

etc. The next day my other child became sick with the same symptoms. 

My wife succumbed to the same thing also. The very next day I, too, 

became very ill. 

We called the doctor who, after examining us, diagnosed the symp­

toms as typhoid, and suggested our illness was due to the well water we 

had drunk at Saginaw. On the following Sunday morning, we asked the 
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elders of the church who were visiting us to anoint us according to the 

church ordinance. They prayed with all the sincerity of their hearts; 

however, when they left, we still continued to suffer untold pain and 

misery. A few minutes later, my children began to cry inconsolably 

because of the discomfort in their bodies. As we tried to comfort them, 

my wife fell on the floor in a dead faint. There I was, in a terrible 

quandary--two children crying, my wife on the floor, and I in pain 
throughout my body. We were also burning with a very high fever. 

l placed my children on our bed, then picked my wife from off the 

floor and put her in bed with our children. Then, with an agonizing cry, 

I knelt by the bedside and called upon God with a broken heart. "Oh 
God," I pleaded, "behold our situation and have mercy on us." As I 

prayed in this wise, I felt a divine power lift me to my feet and with a 
loud voice 1 cried out, "In the name of Jesus Christ let us be made 

whole." Immediately, my pain and fever left me, my wife awakened 

from her faint completely healed, and my two children stopped crying, 

as they, too, were miraculously made whole. We all knelt in prayer of 

thanksgiving to God who had mercifully healed us. From that moment 

on we were no longer ill. The doctor, also, was amazed at our sudden 

recovery. 

Brother Angelo A. Corrado, 1941-1985 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Mission Work 

b1i·rl1: 7 /26/03; bapt1:m1: 1/7 /23; dcar/1: 1985 
elder: 7 /15/23;cv:111gcfi:,t: 7 /17/27:aposrlc: 7 /20/41 
lraf;r 

Brother Angelo (Tony) Corrado was born in the town of Bugnara, 

in the province of L'Aquila, Italy, on July 26, I903. He was the only 

d1ild of Joseph and Almerinda Corrado. In his childhood he was brought 

up a Catholic, the only church in the city. He went to church often and 

took part, singing in the choir. He had a desire to become a priest, so he 

could deliver a sermon himself; however, the opportunity to do so never 

presented itself for financial reasons. When he was six his father went to 

America, and his mother tried to raise him as best she could. At the age 

of I 4, he finished public school and worked part time with his uncle as a 

carpenter and also helped on the farm where he lived. 
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A Miraculous Deliverance 

Early in the morning of January 13, I 9 I 5, as nine-year-old Angelo 

was getting ready to go to school, an earthquake took place, demolishing 

part of their stone house. He tried to get out, but was trapped inside 

until it was over. He testified that if he had gone out through the door 

he would have been crushed beneath the rocks. He knows that the Lord 

spared his life at a young age for a reason. 

In I 9 I 8, his father came in contact with sorne of the members of 

The Church of Jesus Christ in the State of Pennsylvania, and soon be­

came a member of the Church. He wrote to the farnily and tried to 

explain the joy and satisfaction he found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

but they thought he had made a foolish move and mocked him. 

In I 9 20, Brother Tony's father invited him to join hirn in America. 

His mother decided to let him go, although it was against her will. She 

said to him, "Go and try to persuade your father to come back home:' 

Brother Tony boarded a ship in Naples, Italy, on October I, I 9 20, and 

arrived in New York City on October 19. 

Rift Between Father and Son Healed 

Angelo made his home in McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania, where he 

found employment. He tried to persuade his father to go back to Italy, 

but was told he would never leave The Church of Jesus Christ. His 

father talked to him about the Gospel and the joy he found in serving a 

true and living God, but Tony did not believe him. He testified that his 

heart was like a stone and that he began to dislike his father and didn't 

want to be with him anymore. 

Eventually he moved to Youngstown, Ohio. As tirne went on, he 

became more bitter toward his father. His father tried to visit him several 

times, but, when he knew he was corning, he would not let him find him 

at home. The bitterness he felt grew until it reached the point where he 

wanted to take away his life. Brother Tony later thanked the Lord that, as 

he was about to follow through with these intentions, his father's prayers 

were answered. 
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In the latter part of December I922, through some of the saints in 

Niles, it was made possible for him to meet his father again. At that time, 

the bitterness of his heart began to melt away, and he even began to 

attend church services in Niles. 

It was at a conference in Glassport, Pennsylvania, on January 7, I923, 
where the spirit of repentance came upon him, and he asked to be bap­

tized. He was baptized in the Monongahela River by Brother Caesar 

Talamonti. 

On July IS, I923, Brother Tony was ordained an elder. On Novem­

ber 2I, I923, he married Sister Angeline Damore, and from that union 

they had two daughters, Irene and Amelia. On July I7, I927 he was 

ordained an evangelist and on July 20, I 94 I, an apostle. This was the 

fulfillment of a dream he received in I934 in which his late father, who 

had also been an apostle, passed the mantle of his office to him. 

Sister Angeline passed away on November 3, I948, and on April 26, 

I 9 52 Brother Tony married Sister Mary Guerriere. Together they had a 

daughter, Annette. 

Missionary Trip to Italy 

Brother Tony's desire to return to Italy to visit his mother and share 

his testimony with her and others was fulfilled in June of I955. While 

there, he was informed by his mother, whom he hadn't seen for 35 years, 

that there were two groups of people who wanted to kill him. He told 

her, "I am serving a true and living God, and He is able to protect me. I 

know that my work is not yet finished, and they cannot do me any harm:' 

His ministry to the sick and the needy, especially those who were 

confined to a hospital bed, bore much fruit. It can well be said of him 

that he was a man of mighty prayer. His presence and influence covered 

many years of faithful service by the time he was called to his heavenly 

reward in I985. 
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Brother Samuel Kirschner, 1941-1978 

Personal Data Lni·t/1: 3/15/01; baptism: 4/12/31; dcat/1: 4/7 /78 
Ordinations elder: Jmu;11)' l 934; cvangcl1~-r:J11wa17° l 93 7; aposdc:Jul.r 194 l 

Brother Samuel Kirschner was born in 

a little village known as Dobsina in Hun­

gary on March IS, I90I. His parents, 

Michael and Sophia Kirschner, were of 

German descent. They were poor but hon­

est and were held in high respect by all. He 

had a very difficult childhood, and it was 

only by God's love and protection that he 

attained manhood. His mother and father 

inunigrated to the United States when he 

was five years of age. Sam, his two broth­

ers and one sister stayed in Hungary and 

were raised by their maternal grandmother 

for the next four years. He testified later Samuel Kirschner 

that, during that time he became a hard-
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ened little boy. He had little to eat, sometimes only a piece of white side 

bacon and a dry piece of bread. He got a cup of coffee every Christmas 

and Easter, and only on those occasions did he receive any other special 

treats. He worked hard and gathered wood in the forest so they could 

survive the winters. He grew up not remembering his father and mother 

and with little of the love and affection a young child needs at that age. 

Beyond that, he knew nothing of the love of Jesus, and he began to take 

out his anger and frustrations on some of his playmates. 

When he was nine, his parents sent for their children and they came 

to America by ship, traveling on to Monongahela where their family was 

finally reunited. His mother was so overjoyed to see him that she began 

to laugh and cry at the same time, kissing him over and over again. He 

said that there was a nobility about his mother, which proved to be his 
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preservation from degradation and dishonor. The family lived in a coal 

mining camp named Hazel Kirk, about three miles from Monongahela. 

The Hard Lessons of the World 

Although young Sam now had the love and affection of his mother, 

his life continued to be difficult. The other children were rough and 

abusive to the new foreign "greenhorns;' as they were called. He spoke 

only Hungarian and German but quickly learned to speak fluent En­

glish. It was during this time that he witnessed gunfights, beatings with 

pick handles and bats, attacks with razors, and even saw one man killed. 

Faced with Amputation 

When he was twelve, Sam was critically injured in a bus accident. His 

leg was badly shattered and almost completely severed. The doctors said 

the leg would have to be amputated or he would die. He would not 

consent to amputation, choosing to die first. When his mother saw his 

determination, she pleaded with another doctor to do something for him. 

Blood poisoning and gangrene had already set in and the doctor thought 

it hopeless, but agreed to try. The doctor's caring and warmth touched 

him deeply, as these were qualities that had been conspicuously absent in 

the rough environment in which he had been raised. 

After his recovery, he quit school and went to work in the coalmines, 

remaining there for I I years. He testified later that the Lord saved him 

from what seemed to be certain death on several occasions, even though 

he was ignorant of the Lord. 

"A Man of the World" 

Brother Sam testified that, although he was raised in the Lutheran 

Church and was baptized at age I2, he never understood the plan of 

salvation and never had a relationship with the Lord. There was a time 

in his life when he even exclaimed, with great conviction, "Surely, there is 

no God:' In his late teens he had become a "man of the world" and the 

"life of the party." He loved sports, never refused to play cards and dice, 
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never refused to drink anything that was offered, danced, and shot a "mean 

game of pool:' 

However, it was at this time he met the love of his life, Ruth Cowan, 

the daughter of Apostle James Cowan, and they were married on March 

I9, 1924. They eventually had nine children: Beatrice, Raymond, Norman, 

Vernon, Paul, William, Charlotte, Karl, and James. 

His mother-in-law wanted him to know sometl1ing about The Church 

of Jesus Christ and introduced him to The Book of Mormon. He began 

to read it but soon lost interest. However, he did attend MBA services at 

Monongahela and began to associate with the young people's group there. 

He had already begun to lose his love for the world and to enjoy his new 

friends. 

A Remarkable Healing in the Face of Death 

During a baseball game at a Sunday School picnic, Sam was hit in the 

shin bone of his bad leg and had to drop out of the game. Several days 

later, the leg became inflamed and blood poisoning set in. His condition 

worsened and it appeared that he might die. He was delirious and in 

severe pain much of the time, but, during a clear moment, he told his 

wife to call for all of his relatives to come and say good-bye as he felt he 

was going to die. Brother Cowan came and anointed him. Immediately, 

the pain left him, and he began to hear the most beautiful music he had 

ever heard. The chimes that he was hearing were clear and perfect, as he 

imagined them to be the golden bells of heaven. He recovered, but still 

had no desire to be baptized into the Church. 

"His Eyes Kept Looking Deep into Me" 

Five years later, he and his family attended an Easter program at the 

Church. It was here that he had an experience that led to his conversion. 

In his words: 

I had only been there a few moments when some of the girls came 

to me asking me to take part in the program as all the parts had been 

fJled with the exception of this one. Sarah Neill was one of these girls, 
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having a Bible in her hand, telling me what part I was to take. I an­

swered her that 1 certainly would not care to participate, as I did not 

know anything about the Bible nor [ did I believe J in it. But, when they 

in their persistence broke me down, I accepted with some apprehension. 

The scripture I was to read was Mark I6: 9 - IS. It was really a nice 

service, but I wished I would have no part in it. But alas my turn came, 

my name being called, and 1 stood up to read. 1 read very well until I 

got to the middle of the I 4th verse, when suddenly I stopped, and to my 

amazement, instead of looking on the page of the Bible, I was looking 

direcdy into the room of which 1 had read. There I saw the apostles, 

and Jesus, standing at the entrance to the room, but the door was shut. I 

saw Jesus looking upon each one of the apostles, and each in turn felt 

rebuked and ashamed. Though Jesus opened not his mouth, Jesus con­

tinued turning until he looked directly at me. Then 1, too, felt rebuked 

of his displeasure for my unbelief. 

I was amazed, as never in my thirty years had I a vision of any kind. 

And then suddenly I couldn't stand any more. I wanted to cry but was 

ashamed to. And so I thought to get hold of myself by setting my teeth 

and clenching my hands on the book, but 1 could not. The result was 

that I turned my back upon the congregation and broke down and cried 

like a child. The whole room seemed to fill with something. Suddenly 

I heard a man's voice, very powerful, and then another. The first 1 did 

not understand, the second stood up and shouted, "Praise God." And 

then I had strength enough to go to my seat, but I never did finish 

reading that verse. After the meeting, I was told that a Brother Yancik 

( the first man to speak) spoke in the unknown tongue, and that the 

interpretation was also given: Thus if I would obey the Gospel, that 

what 1 had received (in this meeting) would be only a taste of what I 

would receive. Though I was a Christian all my life, yet never had I had 

such things revealed to me before. I had heard of the unknown tongues, 

but now 1 both heard and saw the wonderful operation of the Spirit of 

God. Truly, 1 was troubled. 

I went home, and the next morning went to work trying to make 

myself believe my mind had played tricks on me. But I never could 

forget the look on the face of Jesus. His eyes. Yes, that is what it was. 

His eyes kept looking deep into me, until 1 had to cry out "have mercy 

on me." At the end of the week, I was ready to give my life to Him who 

called me. And so it came to pass that on April I2, I93I I was baptized 

by immersion in the Monongahela River by Brother Teman Cherry. My 

wife was alm baptized with me. This was an answer to her prayers, for 

she [had] wanted me to go ,t~ Church from the beginning of our life 
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together. What happened to me is one of the greatest miracles that can 

befall anyone. As I have already written what manner of man I was 

before this conversion, I shall now testifj, that the man I was surely died, 

and I was raised again but in newness of life. Behold, the Bible, which 

I hardly believed, became my daily bread and Jesus the Bread of Life to 

me. Oh how He did bless me. I was no longer ignorant of Hirn. He 
walked with me [ and] l talked to Him. He came to abide with me, and 

my fellowship and communion with Hirn were indeed heavenly. I lost 

the world completely when I found Christ. My friends would ask about 

me and for me and I would send back an answer, "The son that you 

know is dead, you shall no more see him as you once knew him." And so 

one by one they passed by, for 1 had become as a stranger to them. I 

could no longer partake with them of the simple things of this world. 

Thus I began preaching Christ to all. 
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Brother Sam was ordained an elder in January 1934, an evangelist in 

January 1937, and an apostle in July 1941. Until his death on April 7, 

1978, he labored diligently for the Church and his Lord. A tribute writ­

ten in his honor in Tl1e Gospel News quoted I Corinthians 4: 15: "For 

though ye have ten thousand instmctors in Christ, yet have ye not many 

fathers." It was noted that Brother Sam Kirschner was truly a spiritual 

father to many in the Gospel of Christ. 

Brother Joseph Bittinger, 1953-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission Work 

bii·d1: 8/20/02; baptism: 8/10/30 

e!der:4/11/31;evangek~t: 9/29/40:aposdc:4/19/53 

GC Second Counselor: 1956-74; GCFin;mcc Committee C!wirman: 

1964-70; GC M·ss1'on Board C1wrman: 1959-69; .Foreign Jv1issions 

Committee C]wiman: 19 7 6-84; Pcnns;7lva111:1 Disrn'ct Prcsident;· Flonda 

D1:m1erPrcsidcnt: 1981-1982 

Stand1i1g Rock 1nd1:111 Reservation, .S'out/1 Dakota; Nigen:1 and Glian1, 

Afi1e:1 

Brother Joseph Bittinger was born August 20, 1902 on a farm near 

Swanton, Garrett County, Maryland. He was the eldest of ten children 

born to Harrison and Alice Bittinger. At an early age Brother Joe experi­

enced the drudgery and laborious chores associated with the life of a 
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Joseph Bittinger 

poor farm boy. There were no schools near the Bittinger home, which 

deprived him of several years of formal instruction. When a school was 

finally constructed near his home, he eagerly attended and worked hard 

to make up for lost time. However, much to his regret, he had to quit 

school at I 5 to work in the coal mines with his father. It was then that he 

began a lifetime of self-education, much of which, at a later time, was 

derived from his study of the scriptures. 

As a young lad, he was religiously inclined and enjoyed attending 

Sunday School and Church services whenever he could. His parents were 

members of the Church of the Brethren but he never joined. However, 

in his early teenage years he did become a member of the Pentecostal 

Church, being baptized by immersion in a nearby river. 
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In I920 he married Lydia Platter Duckworth, a widow and mother 

of six children. They had one son and two daughters, one of which died 

in infancy. He continued working as a coal miner, but life was very diffi­

cult for them as they struggled against the hardships of poverty. In May 

of I920, they decided to move from Maryland to Smock, Pennsylvania 

in hopes that things would be better there. He quickly found work at the 

H. C. Frick Coke Company Coal Mine and moved into a company 

house at Bitner, Pennsylvania in July. 

The Transforming Power of God 

Soon he became acquainted with John Edwards, who was the com­

pany foreman and manager of the Bitner Plant and, more importantly, an 

elder in The Church of Jesus Christ at Smock, Pennsylvania. Brother 

Edwards was holding meetings in his hon1e in Bitner, along with Apostle 

Martin King. The Bittingers soon began to attend those services where 

they heard the Restored Gospel of Jesus Christ preached for the first 

time. 

He was deeply impressed with the simplicity of the Gospel and with 

the miracles he had witnessed and yearned for God's presence in his life. 

His wife was baptized on April 4, and Brother John Edwards baptized 

him on August IO, 1930. The Bittingers became members of the Mis­

sion established at Bitner under the Monongahela Branch of the Church. 

In April l 9 3 I, Brother William H. Cadman ordained him an elder. He 

was elected Presiding Elder of the Bitner Mission in I 9 33 and served in 

that capacity until l 9 56 with only one brief period of relief. Of that 

period Brother Joe testified he experienced many wonderful blessings in 

their meetings as God's miraculous power was manifested. Brother Rob­

ert Frye, who had lain in a state of unconsciousness for many days, testi­

fied that, "When Brother Bittinger anointed and prayed for me, I was 

restored to life again:' 

Brother Joe began to hold meetings in the home of his parents near 

Maryland, and in 1939, his father, mother and other members of the 

family were baptized into the Church. That same year he had to leave the 
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mines because of a bad back and went into other means of employment 

for a period of time. He went into semi-retirement in I 965, and retired 

completely in I 970 in order to pursue the work of the Church more 

fully. 

"Two are Better Than One . .. " 

The words from Ecclesiastic 4:9, "Two are better than one because 

they have a good reward for their labor;' describe well the wonderful 

relationship that developed between Brother Joe and Brother William H. 

Cadman. In his own words: 

My contact with Brother Cadman developed into a perpetual en­

during relationship. This was a privilege to me far beyond expression. 1 

feel that Oliver Cowdery reflected sentiments very similar to mine in his 

letter to W. W. Phelps when he stated, "To be permitted once more to 

travel with this brother (referring to Joseph Smith, Jr.) occasions reflec­

tions of no ordinary kind:' 

Brother Cadman did not drive a car, and it was necessary for him to 

travel extensively to perform his labors as President of the General Church. 

It became my lot, a privilege of notable distinction, to drive far and 

near in travels with him. Our relationship was one that only death 

could separate. I loved him dearly. I respected him. The time I spent 

with him had a tremendous impact and influence in my life as he was to 

me the greatest example of a Saint. His example was one of eminent 

worth. All I can say is, "How Blest The Sacred Tic That Binds Believers' 

Hearts In One!" This bond stimulated our love and developed our 

desires to work for God. \Ve soon learned that our affection for the 

Indian people and the missionary work of God's Church were preemi­

nent; therefore, we visited with them as much as possible. This experi­

ence with Brother Cadman fulfilled my inward longings--to do the 

work of a Missionary. 1 was blessed and had no difficulty adjusting to 

any situation 1 found myself in. 

Brother Joe was ordained into the Quorum of Seventy on Septern­

ber 2 9, I 940 by Brother Ernest Schultz, and into the Quorum ofT welve 

on April I9, I953 by Brother Samuel Kirschner. 
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After the Bitner Branch dissolved in I957, the Bittingers attended 

the Monongahela Branch, where he had great liberty in traveling through­

out the Church to uplift branches in Pennsylvania and other districts of 

the Church. 

Brother Joe's wife of 44 years passed away in March of I 964. It was 

a very difficult time of loneliness for him, as Sister Lydia had always 

supported and encouraged him in anything he desired to do for the Church. 

She also would often join him in his travels whenever she could. The 

Lord provided for his need as Brother Joe went on to marry Sister Edna 

Barnhart in November of I964. In I973 they transferred to the Vanderbilt 

Branch and in I 979 moved to Florida, becoming members of the Fort 

Pierce Branch. 

"He That Is Greatest Among You Shall Be Your Servant" 

Brother Joe has put flesh on these words spoken by Christ so many 

years ago (Matthew 23:I I). In I 95 I, he was elected a charter member of 

the General Church Finance Committee, serving as chairman from I964 

to I970 and remaining on the committee until I982. In April, I956, he 

was elected second counselor of the General Church, serving for a total 

of I8 years-first under Brother Cadman; then under Brother Fumier; 

and finally under Brother Ciaravino. In I959, the General Church Board 

of Missions was established and Brother Joe was elected to serve on that 

committee as well, serving as chairman for ten years. Later, in I976, the 

Foreign Missions Committee was organized, and once again, Brother Joe 

was elected chairman, serving in that capacity until I984. He also served 

as president of the Pennsylvania District, and later on, the Florida Dis­

trict from I98I to I982. 

The Heart of a Missionary 

Brother Joe has, without a doubt, been one of the Church's most 

active and productive missionaries of the 20th century. He has made 

countless trips throughout the United States and Canada in an effort to 

bring the Gospel to the Native-American and worked diligently in the 
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establishment of a mission of the Church on the Standing Rock Indian 

Reservation in South Dakota at Wakpala. In l 9 54, he made his first trip 

to Nigeria with Brother William H. Cadman, making subsequent trips in 

1958, 1974, and 1978, at which time he also visited Ghana. 

Later on in life, Brother Joe wrote in 1982 of his love for missionary 

work: 

My heart has always been sensitive in response to missionary work. 

To me it's the vital indispensable function and spiritual framework of 

the Gospel. ... Surely any such pleasing labor before the Lord is worth 

far more than all the riches and glory of chis world. After receiving the 

rewards, satisfaction, and fulfillment of my long-awaited desires, all I 

had been deeply concerned with were my responsibilities as an apostle 

and the Foreign Missions Committee. The Lord planted and scaled in 

my heart an abundance of love and compassion for the African mis­

sionary work. That love is alive today within me just as much as it was 

in I952. This work dwells within me every day, in my heart, in my 

mind, wherever I am, it is with me. At the time of this writing, I am 

eighty years old. l realize my work is now limited, but time has not 

erased from my memory, neither has it removed from my heart, the 

cheering truth of the Restored Gospel of Jesus Christ. My soul doth 

magnify the Lord, for He is great and His mercy endureth forever. The 

love of God bestowed upon me reveals His mercy, in that 1 have been 

permitted to be a part of the great and glorious Restoration work in 

these the latter days. 

Brother Paul D' Amico, 1953-1993 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Publications 

bird1: 6/26/23; b;iptiwn: I0/9/38;dc;id1: 12/5/93 
cider: 7 /14/46; cv;mgck~t: 7 /27 /49; ;1posdc: 5/11/53 
aurlwr: a11toLJfc!g1~1ph}'- "The Lord 1:1· My S/1cphcnl" 

Brother Paul D' Amico dedicated his life to The Church of Jesus 

Christ. He was the youngest of six children born to Brother Ishmael and 

Sister Julia D' Amico. Quoting Brother Paul from his autobiography, The 
Lord is My .5!1epl1crd: 
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When I was only a few months old, I became seriously ill, even nigh 

unto death. During this illness, a sister saw a vision. She saw a rnan 

dressed in white take me from my crib and, as he reached the door, he 

lifted his eyes toward heaven in silent meditation; he then returned me to 

my crib. The good Lord saw fit to heal me from this affliction, for 

which I praise the Lord. 

In Harm's Way during World War II 

583 

On January 26, 1943, Brother Paul was drafted into the United States 

Army to enter World War 11. His observations were: 

Perhaps the most prominrnt period of time during which I received 

His guidance, protection, and encouragement was while I was a member 

of the armed forces during World 'v'lar II. Many times, I did not know 

what course to follow or how to proceed. Each time the Lord intervened 

in my behalf. 

Brother Paul was discharged in February 1946. He was ordained an 

elder in July 1946, and moved to Brooklyn, New York with his mother 

and father in April 194 7. ln September 194 7, he married Grace Simone, 

who worked with him throughout their 46 years of marriage in his re­

sponsibilities in the Church. They moved to Lockport, New York and 

were blessed with four children: Gary, Sharon, William, and Richard. 

Ordained to the Quorum of Twelve Apostles in His Twenties 

In July 1949, he was called to the office of an evangelist and in April 

1953, at the age of 29, was ordained an apostle ofThe Church of Jesus 

Christ. Brother Paul traveled throughout the Church, encouraging and 

uplifting the saints in his very distinctive resounding voice that many 

still remember affectionately. 

He served as presiding elder for many years in Lockport, New York 

and was secretary of the Quorum ofT welve Apostles. He was a humble 

brother, who, when called to be an apostle wrote: 

Words cannot possibly describe how humble and unworthy I felt in 

this calling. Years have gone by, and we have had many experiences in 
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which the Lord blessed us. We have spent our entire life in the service of 

God. My entry into and time in the Gospel of Christ have been the 

most important things in my life. There is just nothing to compare with 

the wonderful life we experience in the service of God. 

Brother Paul passed from this life on December 5, I993. 

Brother William Gennaro, 1956-1973 

Personal Data b1i·d1: 9/18/1899;bapt1:m1:J11ly 1924;death: 1973 
Ordinations elder: 1927;evangelist: 1932;aposde: Apn! 1956 

Brother William Gennaro was born on September I8, I899, the son 

of Brother Frank and Sister Mary Gennaro, who came from Italy to the 

United States in I895. He was born on a farm in Leetsdale, Pennsylva­

nia, into a family of five children: three boys and two girls. His early 

years were spent at Leetsdale, until they moved to Glassport, Pennsylva­

nia, and Youngstown, Ohio. From there the family moved to \Varren, 

Ohio. 

Carried into the Waters of Baptism 

Brother Gennaro was baptized in July I924, at the age of 25, in 

Niles, Ohio, by Brother Frank Nastasi. In his testimony, he says that he 

was so ill the brothers carried him to the waters of baptism and through 

the mercy of God, he fully recovered. In I927 he was ordained an elder; 

in I 9 32, an evangelist; and in April I 9 56, an apostle. 

He married the former Theresa Blank, of Lorain, Ohio, in Septein­

ber of I925, and together they had two children, Betty Jane and Bill Jr., 

who gave them seven grandchildren. 

In December of I965, Brother Gennaro retired from active work as a 

foreman with the Copperweld Steel Co. of Warren, Ohio. He was then 

able to devote more time to the General Church, the Warren, Ohio, 

Branch, and also missionary work, especially in Kent, and Perry, Ohio. 

He served as Presiding Elder of the Warren Branch for IO years during 

the period from I930 to I967. 
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Brother Bill became afflicted with Parkinson's Disease and, in April 

I973, retired from the Quorum of Twelve Apostles because of failing 

health, stating there were other brothers who could fill the position more 

effectively. He passed away not long thereafter. 

Russell Cadman 

Brother Russell Cadman, 1956-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

bird1: 9/23/16; baptism: 5/5/46 
elder: J/18/48;evangelist:5/I/55;aposdc:4/29/56 
Quorum of Twelve Aposde Vice President 

Brother Russell Cadman was born in the foothills of the Ozark 

Mountains at Hiwassa, Arkansas, on September 23, I 9 I 6, the eighth of 



586 _.:'c History of The Church of Jesus Christ: \rolurne 2 

nine children born to Alma and Lavina Cadman. Three weeks later, they 

moved to Youngstown, Ohio, where they lived until 1920 when they 

moved to a farm four miles south of Greenville, Pennsylvania, located 

on the Shenango River. The family lived on chat farm until 1937. Brother 

Russell remarks that he and his siblings had a very good childhood-the 

farm was in a pleasant valley with a beautiful river to play in. The family 

was in the dai1y business and also grew fruit and vegetables. He attended 

a one-room schooll1ouse near his home with eight grades and one teacher 

and later went to Penn High School in Greenville. 

While growing up, he attended meetings conducted by his father, 

which were held in various homes of the saints. The children enjoyed the 

meetings very much. Young Russell had his first heavenly experience 

when he was about 12 years old. He saw his parents in a dream sitting in 

their kitchen, one on each side of a window, and his father quoting the 

Word of God as written in the Bible. His mother, with a Bible in her lap, 

was checking to make sure his father was correct. He noticed an angel 

there as well, nodding his head in agreement. 

On March 12, 1936, he was united in marriage to Ethel Riley. 

They had four daughters, Carolyn Ethel Gehly, Esther Jean McCartney, 

Martha Mae Gehly, and Ellen Elizabeth Larimer. In 1937, his parents 

retired from fanning and moved to Monongahela, while he and his fam­

ily remained in the area. Russell worked on the family farm and also 

secured a job at the Greenville Steel Car Company where he worked as a 

fitter, welder, and chief security guard. In 1939, he purchased a farm 

from his father near Hamburg, Pennsylvania. 

At this time he and his wife were attending meetings at a local protes­

tant church. One of the ministers talked to them about joining their 

church, and Brother Russell asked for a book of their faith. He found 

their doctrine had little resemblance to the teachings of Christ, and they 

did not join that church. 

He had several heavenly experiences concerning The Church of Jesus 

Christ and was shown his and his wife's baptisms into the Kingdom of 

God. He did not say anything to his wife about those experiences until 

the April Conference of 1946, at Youngstown, Ohio, and, in the after-
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noon service, they were moved upon to request their baptisms. His fa­

ther said that if they still felt the same way in a few weeks they should go 

to Monongahela and be baptized. In the following weeks, they repented 

and prepared themselves for baptism by studying the Word of God. 

On Sunday, May 5, l 946, they were baptized at Monongahela by 

Brother Samuel Kirschner. Later that year they transferred to the Young­

stown, Ohio Branch. Shortly thereafter, services began to be held in their 

home. The Youngstown Elders traveled approximately 70 miles each trip 

until a mission was established. There were members in that vicinity, 

including two elders, who remained from the time his father held meet­

ings there in the l 9 30's. Brother Russell was ordained a teacher in l 94 7 

and an elder in l 948. 

"You Have Been Called to Be an Apostle" 

In 1950, Brother Russell and Sister Ethel purchased a larger farm 

near Fredonia, Pennsylvania. He was ordained an evangelist in 1955 and 

an apostle in 1956. The year before he was ordained an apostle, he dreamed 

an apostle came to him, kissed him and said, "Brother Russell, you have 

been called to be an apostle of The Church of Jesus Christ:' A Church 

building was built in Fredonia in 1956 with the mission being organized 

into a Branch in 1959. 

Over the years, the branch continued to grow and become firmly 

established. Brother Russell and Sister Ethel were blessed to see all of 

their daughters baptized and three of their sons-in-law become ministers 

in the Church. They have also been blessed with 12 grandchildren. 

Six Generations in the Church 

Brother Russell reflects upon his life in the Church and his hopes for 

the future: 

We have had the wonderful privilege of having six generations of 

my grandfather's (William Cadman) family blessed in the Church, and 
an apostle of our family being in the Church since the first T wclve were 
ordained in 1862. I have made several missionary trips to South Dakota 

and other places to pread1 the Gospel to all who would listen. I enjoyed 
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preaching to both Gentile and Lamanite, as the angel said the Gospel 

was to be preached to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. \Ve have 

seen the sick anointed and made well. \Ve have been anointed and made 

well ourselves. \Ve have witnessed the gifts of the Gospel and can say our 

experiences have been such that we and our children can testify, as our 

fathers before us, the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to all 

who believe. \Ve have obtained this glorious hope of eternal salvation 

that when we pass from this life we shall enter with the redeemed into 

paradise where all of the righteous who have lived on this earth from 

the time of Christ's resurrection await for d1e first resurrection when 

Christ shall come in His glory. 

\Ve look forward with an eye of faith for the fulfillment of all the 

prophecies concerning the promises made to both Israelite and Gentile. 

Not being blinded to the word, that if we transgress, we shall likewise 

perish as they in the days of old when they would not hearken to d1e 

word of God; [ we know J that Zion will come with all the glory thereof 

spoken in the \Vord of God. I have seen the glory of the New Jerusalem 

that will be built on this land. I have seen the highways laid waste and 

the wayfaring man stop his traveling to and fro and the suffering that 

will take place to bring the downfall of all nations of this world. I have 

seen what must be accomplished that Zion may arise to its full glory; 

that Christ may come in before the Ancient of Days and receive His 

rightful place to reign over the House of Israel forever. 

Brother Frank Calabrese, 1964-1986 

Personal Data hirt/1: 9/30/21;haptism: 10/13/46;deat!1: 1986 
Ordinations elder: 10/16/55; evange!ist:4/19/59; aposde:4/19/64 

Brother Frank Calabrese married Rosamond Brackett, whom he met 

while serving in the Army Air Corps, in August I944. They had two 

children, Frank and Sherry, and four grandchildren. While in the service, 

he was promoted to first lieutenant and received a decoration and cita­

tion for flying fifty missions over the Brenner Pass. Brother Patsy Fyre 

baptized him into the Church on October I3, I946. 

He was ordained an elder in October I955, an evangelist in April 

I959, and an apostle on April I9, I964. Brother Frank was very active 

in the Lorain, Ohio Branch, serving on numerous occasions there as pre-
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siding elder and as a teacher in both Sunday School and MBA He was 

the secretary of the Quorum ofT welve for several years. He also traveled 

extensively throughout the United States and Mexico in an effort to 

support the work among the Seed of Joseph. 

Brother Frank worked in many instances under great stress, never 

complaining about his own physical ailments. One could not help but 

admire the many times he attended Quorum meetings, as well as other 

meetings, and after a full day's session, he would hasten to his room to 

telephone his wife Romy, who was at home fighting a sickness, a battle 

she valiantly fought for many years. He endeavored to balance his re­

sponsibilities to God and family, with a full commitment to both, until 

the day he passed away in I986. 

Brother Nicholas Pietrangelo, 197 4-1996 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission \Vork 

b1itb:4/23/15;b:zpt1~,11: 10/13/35;dcad1: 9/12/96 

elder: 8/14/46; evangelist: 1 /15/48; apostle: 5/5/74 
CMBA Vice President: 1946-48; CC Erecutive Secret:11}'.' 1960-74; 

Mid1igan-Ontario Distnct President; CC N13't Counselor: 1979-92 

S1m1;1, lvlunce;; and Mt. B17cigcs, Ontario, Canad.1; Port Huron, Midu~ 

Brother Nicholas Pietrangelo was born on April 23, I9IS, the son 

of Brother Anthony and Sister Rose Pietrangelo. He first met The Churd1 

of Jesus Christ as a young boy in Detroit, Michigan when his parents 

were baptized in I923. He grew up under the ministry of many of the 

Church's pioneers of his day and witnessed many manifestations of the 

Spirit and Power of God. Many of these brothers had sacrificed personal 

priorities, some relocating far from home, in order to minister the Re­

stored Gospel to a few Italian immigrants in Detroit. By the time Brother 

Nick was baptized into the Church on October I3, I935, Detroit Branch 

# I was in a tremendous growth mode. The sacrifices he had seen others 

make in order to prosper the Church were very influential upon him 

throughout his life. 
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Although Brother Nick was a family man and a good provider, Sister 

Yolanda (Marinetti), his wife, and the four children they eventually had, 

became accustomed to his sense of duty when it came to Church matters. 

During the I930s and 40s he was very active in supporting the Churd1's 

work in every way. He was ordained an elder on August I 4, I 946 and an 

evangelist on July IS, I948. Brother Nick was also active in supporting 

the works in Muncey, Mt. Brydges, Port Huron, and Sarnia. 

Brother Nick's impact on the growth and development of Detroit 

Branch #I cannot be overstated. He served as presiding elder there for 

I 5 years and was a model of diligence and dedication to the Church, 

something he, himself, had learned from his predecessors. 

Trusted Advisor, Faithful Administrator, Def ender of the Faith 

Over time, he would be called upon to serve at other levels of the 

Church, as evidenced by the many offices he held and committees he 

served on. He was never one to shy away from tough problems, facing 

difficult challenges head-on. He was known for holding others account­

able for the fulfillment of their responsibilities-a man gifted with per­

sistence in the completion of a task. Elected to the office of Executive 

Secretary of the General Church in April I960, his recall of Church 

proceedings covering many decades became a trademark. 

He was ordained an apostle in I974 and served as First Counselor of 

the General Church from April I979 until October I992. He was a 

mentor and trusted advisor to many, including the President of tl1e Churd1 

in his role as counselor. His attention to detail and order made him an 

effective administrator of the affairs of the Church. Noted for keeping 

principle above popularity, he was a staunch defender of, and advocate 

for, The Church of Jesus Christ. Brother Nick passed away on Septem­

ber I2, I996. 



592 :\ History of The Church of Jesus Christ: Volume 2 

Robert A. Watson 

Brother Robert A. Watson, 1979-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

b1i·d1: 9 /5/22; b,1pt1~w: 2/12/39 
elder: 1/22/44; evangelist: 7 /14/46; apostle: 4/22/79 
Distnct Presidcnt: C:1Hlon11:1: 1971-75 & Soudnvest: 1975-79; Quo­

rum of-Seventy Vice President; Amencan lnd1;m Committee Cl1c11inwn; 

GC Second Counselor: 1992-98; GC Hi:~ron:111 
Mission \Vork lvfimce;' and S'ix Nations lnd1:111 Reserve; San Fermwdo Uille;, and 

Yucaipa, Caldor111;1; Tl1e Nm1jo Na[Jon 

Publications ;wt/10r: "The Church~· DiVIi1c Comrm:~sion ''.· co-aut!wr: "A1st1iig and 

P1;iycr" booklet 

Brother Robert A. Watson (Bob) was born on September 5, I922 in 

Wigan, England, the only child of Brother Robert M. and Sister Nancy 

Watson. 
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Reflecting on his life, Brother Bob writes: 

My father left England in 1929 for Vvindsor, Canada, in search of 

employment. My mother and I followed him one year later. During the 

early part of the I930s we came in contact with a few families who were 

destined to play a great part in our lives, the Burgesses, the Fords, and the 

Hendersons. 

NativeAmerican Work Leads to Conversion 

Brother Frank Ford, who at that time was an immigration officer, 

became very curious about a car that frequently came across the border 

carrying men of different nationalities. He discovered that they repre­

sented The Church of Jesus Christ and were traveling to the Indian 

Reservation at Muncey, Ontario. They invited him to go with tl1em on 

one of their trips, and one Sunday he took them up on it, taking Clifford 

Burgess with him. When they returned home they were so excited at 

what they had seen and heard that they couldn't wait to tell my mother 

and father. 

This first trip to Muncey was my family's introduction to the Church. 

My parents, along with the other families mentioned, wanting to know 

more about the Churd1 and tl1e brothers and sisters from Detroit, started 

to hold meetings at the various homes in Windsor, Canada. 

At this time I was in my early teens and wasn't very much interested 

in religion. l attended church at the insistence of my parents. It wasn't, 

however, until a friend of mine, Doug Henderson, came back from a 

trip to Northern Canada, telling me of a testimony he had heard, that 

I started to become interested in the church. [It just so happened that 

this testimony was given by Sister Saral1 Randazzo who, shortly thereaf­

ter, became Mrs. Sarah Watson, Bob's wife.] I then started to pay more 

attention to the meetings; and in the month of February I938, while 

Brother Joe Lovalvo was preaching on the 2000 young stripling war­

riors, I decided to make my covenant with the Lord. Brother Doug and 

I then went down to the Detroit River where they broke the ice to bap­

tize us. 

Shortly after my baptism I was called to be a deacon at I7, then a 

teacher. Before my baptism I was very active in sports, and I always 

wanted to play in the game. After my baptism, I carried this same 

enthusiasm for the work of the Lord. l didn't want to sit on tl1e sidelines 

of God's work, but rather I wanted to become actively involved. 

593 
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Accepted the Call to Serve at a Young Age 

In 1942, Brother Bob married Sister Sarah Randazzo in Detroit, 

Michigan and they were given three children: Elaine, Judy, and Larry. At 

the early age of 21, he was ordained an elder, taking upon himself the 

rigorous demands of the ministry, both at the Windsor Branch and the 

Six Nations Mission, whid1 was under Windsor's jurisdiction at that time. 

"One of Twelve Pillars" 

It became apparent to Brother Bob, when he was still a young man, 

that the Lord would have a great work for him. In 1945, he was ordained 

an evangelist at the age of 23. While conferring with his wife about this 

increased responsibility, his mother-in-law, whom Sarah was taking care 

of at the time because she was very ill with cancer, overheard the conver­

sation. She then proceeded to relate a vision she had previously received, 

in which she saw Brother Bob standing by one of 12 pillars preaching by 

the power of God. 

Brother Bob continues: 

We kept this experience to ourselves, not wishing to say anything 

until, if it were from God, it would be fulfilled. Approximately 33 

years later the Lord gave me the following dream: I observed that the 

apostles were meeting in a room for the purpose of selecting the next 

apostle. Brother Dominic Thomas told them to write their selection on 

a piece of paper and then deposit their selection into a container. He 

then requested Brother Russell Cadman to reach into the container and 

select the name of the next apostle. Brother Russell reached in and 

pulled out the name of Robert A. Watson. He then appeared to take the 

paper and burn it as a sacrifice, that what they had done was sealed in 
heaven. 

In January of I 979, approximately three months after I received 

this experience, the apostles met in Phoenix, Arizona. During their 

meetings the power of God was manifested, and they called me before 

their quorum. They told me concerning the experiences they had re­

ceived relative to calling me into the office of an apostle. I was very 

much overcome by the Spirit, especially when I was informed of how 

God's power moved upon Brother Russell Cadman to make the motion 

for my calling. This confirmed my dream. I feel very humble in this 

calling. 
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A Compassion for Souls 

Brother Bob moved his family to California in I953 and eventually 

went on to become the Presiding Elder of the San Fernando Valley Branch 

for many years, as well as the President of the California District. In 
I963 he made some exploratory trips to San Bernardino County, east of 

Los Angeles, responding to inquiries that had been made about the Church. 

With a reservation located nearby, he was also hopeful that perhaps a 

work might begin among the American Indians of that locale. Although 

discouraged by the lack of response on the reservation, he continued to 

make the I80-mile round trip on a regular basis. Eventually his efforts 

did bring forth fruit, which led to the establishment of a mission in 

Yucaipa, California, which today is a branch of the Church. Many of 

the people who were baptized there were elderly and had never had any 

association with the Church previously. 

Inspired by their parents' love for and commitment to the Native 

Americans, and having captured their vision of Zion, all three of the 

Watson children, along with their families, moved to the Navajo Reser­

vation between I973 and I974. Most of their family is still there labor­

ing amongst the Seed of Joseph as of this writing. In September of 

I977, Brother Bob and Sister Sarah sold their home and a prosperous 

business and also moved to the Navajo Reservation, after a brief stay in 

the Phoenix area, joining their children and others who had already moved 

there. They opened up an office supply store in Window Rock, the capi­

tal of the Navajo Nation, and remained in that area until they moved 

back to Phoenix in I995. 

A Passion for the Native American Work 

It is worth noting that the calling of Brother Bob into the office of 

an apostle came while he was living and working among the Navajos. 

His devotion to the work among the Native American became one of 

the driving passions in his life. Returning home late from a General 

Church Conference one year, he felt the Lord speaking to his heart, call­

ing upon him to put into writing the Covenants of God to the House of 
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Israel that are yet to be fulfilled in this dispensation, commencing with 

the Tribe of Joseph. This eventually led to the publication of the parn­

phlet entitled " The Churchs Div1i1e Commission:' This same dedica­

tion led to his being asked to chair the American Indian Committee for a 

period of years. 

After his retirement, he was called upon to take on some additional 

responsibilities, including: Secretary of the Quorum ofT welve, General 

Church Historian, and Second Counselor of the General Church. 

"Yet Have Ye Not Many Fathers" 

A man who has been a mentor and friend to many over the years, his 

ministry, as well as his leadership style, may best be described by the words 

of Paul found in I Corinthians 4: I 5: 

For though ye have ten thousand instructors in C/71·ist, yet have ye 

not many fad1ers. 

Brother Paul Palmieri, 1986-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission Work 

Publications 

b1i·d1:4/9/33;bapa"sm:8/I9/56 

elder: 4/16/67; cvangcli~·t: 10/27 /74; apostle: 10/12/86 

GMBA President: 1974-77; GCEYecudvc5ccrcta1y 1979-86; GC Fii-st 

Co11nsclor: 1992-presmt 

Nigcna, Afi·ica; lnd1'.1; ML~nco; Italy, England, Poland, G11atcmala, Plul-

1ppmcs 

Edl'to1~"Thc Gospel Ncws''.· 1970-79 

Brother Paul was born to Anthony and Cannela Palmieri in West 

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania on April 9, I933, the third of four children. 

His father left Italy for the United States in I920; and his mother did 

not arrive in this country until eight years later. They were married in 

I929. His father, who was introduced to The Church of Jesus Christ by 

Brother Dominic Jackman, was baptized in I923 and his mother in I93 I, 

both remaining faithful all their lives. Brother Anthony was ordained an 

elder in I934. 

Reflecting on his parents, Brother Paul comments: 
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Paul Palmieri 

I am thankful for my parents who taught me to love God and 

people, to be good to my fellow man and to enjoy life, regardless of the 

circumstances. \Tve ,verc not the richest people in our town but we had a 

happy family and always had enough. My father worked hard to pro­

vide for us. 
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The year I 9 52 brought with it some very significant events in Paul's 

life. First of all, in January of that year, he graduated from high school, 

and shortly thereafter entered the job rnarket. After a brief stint with a 

local steel company, he was employed for I I years as an electrician with 

the Aliquippa and Southern Railroad. However, what was to prove to be 

a far more important development is best described by Brother Paul, 

himself 
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At the end of I952, while attending a Christmas Program practice, 

I asked one of the young girls, Ruth Eleanor DeLuca, to go out on a 

date. This was the beginning of our lives together. Ruth Eleanor and I 

were married on June 23, I956 by Elder Thomas Ross of the Aliquippa 

Branch. 

In April I953, he was drafted into the United States Army where he 

served for two years. After his discharge, he qualified for 36 months of 

schooling under the GI Bill. He enrolled in Geneva College in I 9 5 6, at 

the same time maintaining his employment with the railroad. It took 

him seven years to earn his Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial En­

gineering because of conflicts with his work schedule. He credits the 

Lord with helping him through these very challenging years-it also took 

much perseverance on his part. Shortly after graduating, he was em­

ployed by Westinghouse Electric Corporation as an Industrial Engineer. 

Rebirth 

In Brother Paul's own words: 

With all the wonderful things that have transpired in my life with 

Christ, the greatest blessing I received was the day Jesus Christ called me 
into His Gospel. After starting school in I956, I became interested in 

the Church. Then one beautiful day on August I9, I956, I felt the Spirit 

of God calling me to serve him. I was baptized by Brother John Ross 

and confirmed by my dad .. My wife followed, as she was baptized the 

Monday after a GMBA Conference on November I2, I956. (She was 

ordained a Deaconess on February 28, I988). This changed our lives 

and we would never be the same again. Our lives became very involved 

in the Church. 

Second Draft 

It wasn't long before he would be drafted once again, but this time 

into a very different kind of service. Brother Paul explains in his own 

words: 

In I 96 7, I was offered a supervising position with Westinghouse, but 

it required me to work the afternoon shift. At this time in my life, I felt 
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that God was calling me into the priesthood so I refused the position 

with Westinghouse and remained as an engineer. The position of Super­
vision was for the afternoon shift and I felt it would conflict with my 

responsibilities in the Aliquippa Branch. I remember traveling home in 

my car and hearing the voice of the Lord speaking to me that, when I 

would arrive home, the phone would ring and it would be Brother John 

Ross who would speak to me about being called into the ministry. When 

I arrived home, the phone rang and it happened exactly as the voice said 

it would. I was ordained an elder in The Church of Jesus Christ on 

April I6, I967. 
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It is significant to note that shortly after he was ordained, he did, in 

fact, receive another offer to be promoted to a supervisory position; how­

ever this time.it did not conflict with his responsibilities with the Church, 

and so he accepted it. Brother Paul continues: 

On October 27, I974 I was ordained an evangelist in The Church 

of Jesus Christ. My ministry was blessed as I have seen the sick healed, 
and in one occasion where an individual had fallen and appeared dead, 

he was anointed and was brought back to life. I praise God for His 

goodness. 

The Call to Service 

According to Brother Paul: 

One of my greatest challenges in The Church was when I was asked 
to be the Editor of the Gospel News. This was something I never thought 

I could do. But with the help of the Lord, I was the Editor for nine 

years from October 1970 to April 1979. 

The Call to Labor 

In I 979 he answered the call of the "Lord of the Harvest" to labor 

in foreign :fields. His :first trip was to the Netherlands with Brothers Paul 

Carr and Mike Hildenbrand. Brother Paul recalls that: 

The Lord increased my desire to travel throughout the Church, and 

m I980 I visited the Church in Nigeria with Brothers Dominic Tho­
mas, Paul Carr and Mike Hildenbrand. In I985, I made my first of 
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five trips to India. Four of my trips were with Brother Joseph Calabrese. 
Each trip was unique and each brought a blessing to our people in India 

and to those of us who traveled there. 

In I995 we received an inquiry about the Church from Mr. Ed­

ward Spyra in Poland. Brothers Phil Jackson, John DiBattista, and I 

made our initial visit there in I995. A year later, we returned to start the 

work in Poland when I baptized Edward Spyra. 

The Call to Lead 

Brother Paul has answered the call again and again to provide leader­

ship at many different levels within the Church. He was elected vice­

president of the GMBA in l 968 and president in l 97 4. He resigned 

this position in 1977 because he was asked to serve as the Executive 

Secretary of the General Church. In 1979 he was elected to that office. 

The call to lead, however, did not end there--in 1986 our brother 

was recommended to be ordained an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On October 12, 1986 he was ordained at the General Church World 

Conference Center. In 1992, at the October Conference, he was elected 

First Counselor of the General Church. 

Brother Paul's family has been a very important part of his life. He 

and his wife have one son, Paul Aaron. 

Brother Joseph Calabrese, 1989-Present 

Personal Data b1i·t!1:I/IO/I 8; bapr1:m1: 2/I 8/45 

Ordinations c!der: IO/I 6/55; ev,zngeli~·t: 5/4/58; aposde: 4/23/89 

Leadership GMBA Vice President: 1950-55. 1957-60; Oluo D1:~trict Pn:sident; 

Quorum o[Seventy Vice President;- Foreign lv!1~~~ions Chairman; lndiz 

Coord1nato1;· GC Cont·spondcnc 

Mission vVork lnck,, Italy. and Kenya 

Publications aut!wr: 'Viv1i1c C'ont1iwiry';· "Que.wons :wd Answcn/' ;111rob1og1?1-

phJ7- ''JVE,~~ion:uy E"ndca vors at Home and Abroad" 

Joseph Calabrese was only four years old when his parents, Brother 

Antonio and Sister Theresa Calabrese, were baptized into the Church. 

They were charter members of the Lorain, Ohio Branch. His father 
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Joseph Calabrese 

asked for his baptism at a conference in Youngstown, Ohio and his mother 

was the first to request baptism in Lorain. 

Young Joseph attended the Lorain Branch regularly as a young per­

son, but became inactive in his teenage years. He married Victoria Tho­

mas, sister of current president of the Church, Dominic Thomas, on 

April 6, I 9 3 7, and she was baptized in July of I 944. Their marriage has 

been blessed with five children: Bonnie, Dennis, Cheryl, Candace, and 

Joel. 

Brother Joe asked for his baptism while in a hospital. In his own 

words: 

I knew as a young person attending church that someday I wanted 

to be baptized; however. l wanted to do it at my convenience. and deft-
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nitely before I would die. During World War II, I had a brother in the 

service in South Dakota who wanted me to be his best man at his wed­

ding. I did make the trip, along with his fiancee, and was present at their 

marriage. Upon returning home to Lorain by train, I became very sick. 

When I arrived home, I was put into a hospital with acute appendicitis. 

It was then that I began to fear death; so, for the first time, I requested 

that my wife call an elder to anoint me. Soon Brother Alfred Dominico 

came into my room. I said to him, "make it good." He smiled and said 

it was up to God. While he was praying, my whole life came before me 

as a motion picture. What I saw was not good. I was sure I could not 

go to heaven on my past. As I was seeing this, the spirit of repentance 

fell upon me when his prayer ( which seemed to take forever) was con­

cluded. The first thing I said was, "I want to be baptized." The surgery 

was successful and 33 days later I was baptized on February I8, I945. 

A Man of Action 

It didn't take Brother Joe long before he became very active in church 

activities, which initially focused on the young people. This eventually 

led to his election as vice president of the GMBA. Over the years he has 

been exemplary in his commitment to the Church and the Lord, involv­

ing himself at every level. He was ordained an elder on October 16, 

I 955, and an evangelist on May 4, I 958. 

He has fulfilled many other responsibilities in the Church over the 

years-too many to record in this brief writing ( some of which are listed 

above). As President of the General Church Board of Trustees, he helped 

coordinate the building of the World Conference Center in Greensburg, 

Pennsylvania. In addition to the above, he was responsible for establish­

ing the office of General Church Correspondent, which he held for I 5 

years, and was also responsible for the printing of William Bickerton's 

Testimony. 

A New Pair of Shoes 

Brother Joe has been blessed with many experiences over the years. In 
one dream, a man of God gave him a new pair of shoes, as well as his own 

shoes, which were battered and worn. He promised him he would try to 

do what he could with these shoes to spread love, kindness and goodness 
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to all people. This prepared him for the calling he was to receive into the 

Quorum of Twelve at the April Conference of I989. He, along with 

Brother Paul Benyola, was called before the apostles. While questioning 

them, the power of God came upon them so strongly that no one could 

utter a word. With this as a confirmation, the apostles voted unani­

mously to recommend them to the priesthood for ordination. 

On April 23, at the World Conference Center, our brothers were set 

apart to be ordained. Brother Paul Palmieri washed Brother Joe's feet and 

Brotl1er Dominic Thomas ordained him into the Quorum ofT welve. As 

Brother V. James Lovalvo was shaking Brother Joe's hand, he spoke the 

Word of the Lord pronouncing God's blessing upon him. 

Trial By Fire 

Brother Joe's faith has been severely tested over the years. One of 

those tests came by way of affliction, as Brother Joe recalls: 

About the year of I965, I began to have eye problems. With my 

eyesight gradually diminishing, it became necessary for me to change my 
lens more often than normal. I was in my 4 7th year, an age where vision 

normally begins to change, but my vision changes were too often. Fi­

nally, the optometrist said I should go to the Cleveland Clinic and have 

an ophthalmologist check me, which I did. The result was, "You are 

going blind." This shocked me terribly, but I trusted in God. The 

doctor said I had inward cataracts, which were very unusual at my age, 

and surgery could help but no promises for improvement. I refused to 

have surgery. 1 trusted in God and was anointed many times, but noth­

ing changed. In fact, Brother Paul D' Amico came from Lockport, 

New York to anoint me, feeling that God directed him to come. He 

anointed me and God blessed him with a powerful prayer; but again, no 

inm1ediate results. A young brother who was with him, Sal Azzinaro 

Jr., had a vision while Brother Paul prayed of a crown on my head with 

seven stars. While there was no clear interpretation, Brother Paul said 

that seven was a perfect number in scripture and that he felt in due time 

God would take care of me. Shortly afterwards, Sister Carmela D'Amico 

had a vision in which she saw me in the hospital, and then she saw Christ 

come in and perform the surgery on my eyes. Hearing this, I consented 

to the operation. 
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Early in I967, I had surgery on my right eye. In those days they 

would put sandbags on each side of the head to prevent you from mov­

ing it. During the first day of recovery, T spoke to a patient who was in 

the same room with me about the Church, even though 1 could not 

move my head. ln the evening, 1 was experiencing intense pain. When 

the doctor examined me, he found that my eye was hemorrhaging about 

75% and feared I would lose it. In the m.orning, my wife came to sec 

me, and l told her I needed an elder. Brother Dominic Thomas hap­

pened to come with her so he imn1ediatcly anointed me and the hemor­

rhaging stopped, as did the pain. Praise God! 

A couple of days later, I had preached the (1ospcl again to one of 

the patients in my room. That night, 1 began to have nightmares (no 

doubt the devil was angry with me for preaching the Gospel.) In one of 

the nightmares, I tore my bandages off and started to gouge my eyes 

with my knuckles. I screamed and cried. I thought surely I had done 

severe damage. Once again after being examined, the doctor said all was 

well. 1 was released after IO days. The male nurse who was assigned to 

me said in 20 years he had never witnessed such a miraculous healing. l 
gave him my testimony as well. 

One year later, 1 underwent surgery on my left eye. Once again the 

Lord came to my rescue. After surgery, I had hiccups that I could not 

stop. This was dangerous because it could break the stitches in my eye 

and cause hemorrhaging. Precisely at that time, Brother Rocco Biscotti 

came and anointed me and the hiccupping stopped. 

For years, 1 wore very thick glasses. The work in India had already 

started. While I was able to be mobile and get around, 1 prayed 1 could 

do better. I had heard that progress was being made in the ophthalmol­

ogy field by inserting implant lenses. The Lord led me to another oph­

thalmologist as the Cleveland Clinic refused to help me because of my 
bad history with the first surgeries. In I985, 1 had implants put in both 

eyes, which were very successful. The doctor still to this day tells his 

nurses what a miracle I am. Since then, my vision has been 15/20 

consistently. Praise God! 

Years later, he would be tested again and, once again the source of the 

problem was his eyes, as Brother Joe explains: 

In the year I973, while in Church, l had a nosebleed that would nor 

stop. I was taken to the hospital emergency room, but the doctor could 

not help even though he gave n1.e medicine to stop it. I had an aneurysm 

over my left eye, which they could not reach even ro cauterize it. While 
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I was being cared for in my room by a doctor and nurse, another person, 

who I thought then was another doctor, came directly to me, passing the 

other two people. He began to speak to me, saying, "I understand you 

arc a minister:· My first thought was, "Don't worry who I am, just help 

me:' I was polite and nodded my head yes. Again, he said, "If you are 

a minister, then you should know what is written in Romans 8:28." 

Again, l wondered, "Why all the questions, just help me." But again I 

was polite and shrugged my shoulder, "No, I do not know." He per­

sisted. He said, "It says all things will work together for good for those 

who love and serve God;' and then told me not to worry. He then left 

the room the way he came in. Later, I was given to understand that he 

was a messenger of God. 

I complained to God. Vlhy? Why is all this happening to me? 

Suddenly, I either passed out from the medicine or fell asleep. The next 

thing I remember was that I was having an experience. I saw Jesus come 

into my room. He entered through the ceiling. Vvithout saying any­

thing, he took me by my hand and we went through the ceiling into the 

sky, leaving my body in the bed. We traveled, his hand in mine, side by 

side in the sky-like going through time. I could sec the stars and 

galaxies. Finally, after a period of time, we landed on the ground, and 

I noticed it was at the beginning of time. I knew I was witnessing Cain 

killing Abel. Jesus spoke to me and said, "Did you see that?" I, of 

course, said, "Yes." I then received the answer to my question, "Why was 

all this affliction happening to me?" Jesus said, "The same spirit chat 

did this is trying to do the same thing to you, and not only to you, but, 

from tl1e beginning of time, to prophets, apostles, and all men of God." 

He further said, "I want to tell you more. Be careful of what people say 

are innocent games such as the Ouiga board, witchcraft, sorcery, and 

astrology:' I then saw Joseph Smith shot to death. Jesus then put His 

hand on my shoulder and told me not to worry; He would be with me. 

I then awoke back in my bed in tl1e hospital. 

I realized I had received a most amazing "out of body" experience. 

J was also told that I didn't wake up until three days later and during 

that time several different elders had come to anoint me. I praise God 

for the great love He has bestowed upon my family and me. 

605 

More of his personal experiences can be read in the publication, Mis­

sionary Wo1k at Home and Abroad Undoubtedly, Brother Joe has been 

one of the most active missionaries this Church has had in recent years. 

In I98I, along with Brother Alvin Swanson, he organized the Church in 
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India. He has also gone on missionary work to many parts of the United 

States, as well as to several foreign countries. He continues to be an active 

participant in the missionary work of the Churd1 and made his 10th trip 

to India in January of 2000. God has surely used him to touch thou­

sands of people throughout the world with love, kindness, and goodness. 

He will long be remembered for his unwavering commitment to fulfill 

Christ's great commission to take the Gospel to all nations. 

Brother Paul Benyola, 1989-Present 

Personal Data birth: 12/11/37; foptism: 12/31/56 
Ordinations elder: 10/13/63; evangelise: I 1/4/73; apostle: 4/23/89 
Leadership ArLmni: Coast Di'smi:t President: 1980-84; Clwim:m of General Church 

Committees: Development Commitrec (1982-1986), N1tional Ed11ca­

t11m, Missionary Foundw'on; CC Quorum of Seventy Vice President & 

President: 1983-86 & 1986-89 
Mission Work Independence, Mi'ssoun;, Dedham, M1ssach11setts 

Paul Benyola was born on December 11, 1937, in Hopelawn, New 

Jersey. Paul was the second child of Brother Joseph and Sister Margaret 

Benyola, an evangelist and a deaconess, respectively, in The Church of 

Jesus Christ. 

Miraculous Recovery 

At 12 years of age, Paul was a passenger in a vehicle that was involved 

in a head-on collision that took the life of a six-year-old boy in the other 

car. Paul, along with two cousins, was critically injured. When Paul's par­

ents, Brother Joe and Sister Margaret, arrived home from a General Church 

conference in 19 50 to hear the news of their son's grave condition, the 

doctor told them that it would only be a matter of a day or so before 

death came. Brother Joe anointed Paul and the other young men, and 

requested that the Church fast and pray for them. Five days passed and 

Paul still hadn't regained consciousness. The doctors hadn't even both­

ered to set his broken limbs, as they were certain he wouldn't survive the 

accident. Paul's parents stayed by his bedside and Sister Margaret had a 
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Paul Benyola 

vision in which she saw all the prayers of the saints ascending to heaven 

as a bouquet of flowers. This vision was truly from God, as the prayers 

were answered in a miraculous way. Paul finally regained consciousness 

and the doctors went to work setting his broken limbs and wiring his jaw. 

He couldn't eat solid food for about eight weeks, but by December, only 

two months after the accident, Paul was out sledding with his friends, 

totally healed. God had performed a miracle! 

Drafted into the Army-Both Spiritually and Naturally 

From 1956 to 1958, Paul served in the United States Army. In 
November of 1956, he was in basic training at Fort Devens, Massachu­

setts when the New Jersey Local hosted the GMBA Conference. Paul 
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had looked forward to going home on leave and visiting with his friends 

and acquaintances in the Church, but because of a speck of dust on his 

shoes, he didn't pass inspection and was confined to the army base for the 

weekend. Sitting in the deserted bunkhouse that Sunday morning, Paul 

thought about the brothers and sisters meeting together in New Jersey. It 

was then that he remembered the Bible sitting in the bottom of his foot­

locker. He took it out, opened it, and began reading the New Testament. 

When he reached Matthew 3: I 0, which read, "Every tree which bringeth 

not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire;' something 

happened. 

"When I read that verse;' Brother Paul recalls, "l was converted im­

mediately. 1 began to shed tears, which was the first and only time I have 

ever shed tears when reading scripture. I knew that I was going the wrong 

way, and I changed my life from that point on. I also became fearful and 

prayed to the Lord that He would spare my life until I could return 

home and be baptized. After all the opportunities to be baptized I had 

let pass me by, I now had to wait to be baptized:' 

Meanwhile, back in New Jersey, the Spirit of God was moving upon 

those gathered for the GMBA Conference, and there were many who 

called for their baptism that day. Paul had to wait about six weeks, but he 

finally entered the waters ofbaptisrn with his natural father on December 

31, I 9 5 6. It was the coldest day of the year and ice forrned on his hair as 

he came out of the water, but he didn't feel the cold at all. 

Brother Paul was given an honorable discharge from the Army in 

September of I958. He married Dottie (Scheffler) Benyola on Febru­

ary 25, I 96I. They had three sons, Joseph, Scott, and Paul. 

Service to the Church 

Brother Paul was ordained an elder October I3, 1963, an evangelist 

on November 4, I973 and an apostle on April 23, 1989. Overthe years 

he has served as presiding elder of the Hopelawn, New Jersey; Lockport, 

New York; and Levittown, Pennsylvania Branches, and was instrumental 

in starting the mission in Dedham, MA as his natural work took him to 

tl1ese various areas. 
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Calling into the Ministry 

While contemplating on his calling to the ministry he had the fol­

lowing dream: He along with several other young men of the church 

were working side by side with ministers of The Church of Jesus Christ. 

They were in the process of finishing large foundations that he was led to 

understand were the foundations of Zion. The foundations were deep 

and strong but they were only a few feet above the muddy ground that 

was the construction site. The site was as far as the eye could see. Brother 

Paul understood the experience to be an affirmation of his calling to the 

priesthood, and that he would, along with the other brothers in his expe­

rience, be involved with building the foundations of Zion. The other 

brothers in his experience would also be called into the ministry. Brother 

Paul was ordained an elder by his father, Brother Joseph Benyola, on Oc­

tober I3, I963. 

Brother Paul did not reveal his experience to the other young men 

who were building the foundations of Zion until they were called into 

the ministry. The last brother in his experience was ordained in I 99 2. 

This experience took 30 years to be fulfilled. 

Laboring for Zion 

Under Brother Paul's direction as chairman of the General Church 

Developn1ent Comn1ittee, a missionary outreach program was organized 

in Independence, Missouri. Many meetings were held there and hun­

dreds of contacts were made by elders, evangelist, apostles, and members 

who donated their time, money, and labor to support this missionary 

outreach geared toward other Restoration groups. Brother Charles and 

Sister Ilene Smith still maintain the mission at Independence. 

During his tenure as President of the Quorum of Seventy, a pro­

gram was implemented in which two evangelists were sent to each region 

at least once per year to hold special evangelists' meetings. Also, various 

committees were formed within the Quorum to research countries 

throughout the world and to investigate cultures, religions, and tl1e possi­

bilities of establishing the Church in those lands. These efforts served as 

a catalyst, helping the Quorum to take a more active role in the world-
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wide missionary efforts of the Church, which was later accomplished by 

placing the General Church Board of Missions under the authority of 

the Quorum of Seventy. 

Brother Paul was elected Chairman of the newly established Mis­

sionary Foundation, which is now a major financial contributor to the 

spiritual and humanitarian needs of our missionary programs in various 

countries. He has also served as Chairman of the General Church Edu­

cation Committee. 

Calling as an Apostle 

The passing away of Brothers Frank Calabrese and Rocco Biscotti 

had left two vacancies in the Quorum of Twelve Apostles. When they 

gathered together at the April Conference in I989, the Apo?tles were 

inspired to bring before them Brother Paul Benyola, as well as Brother 

Joseph Calabrese. While questioning them about this calling, the Power 

of God fell upon them so strongly that no one could utter a word. With 

this as a confirmation, the apostles voted unanimously to recommend 

their ordination as apostles to the General Church Priesthood for ratifi­

cation. Brother Paul was ordained an apostle at the World Conference 

Center in Greensburg, Pennsylvania, on April 23, I989. He currently 

serves the Quorum as its secretary. 

Continued Missionary Efforts 

In I989, Brother Paul, along with Brothers Joseph Calabrese and Chuck 

Smith, held a three-day session with the apostles of the Temple Lot Church 

in Independence, Missouri. They discussed our faith and doctrine. They 

were in harmony on many points of doctrine, and agreed to meet at some 

future date to further discuss the areas where we differed in our beliefs. 
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Thomas M. Liberto 

Brother Thomas M. Liberto, 1995-Present 

bii·di: 5/19/34; baptism: 10/24/54 
elder: 5/2/65; evangelist: 5/17 /70; apostle: 10/15/95 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership C?!Iforw;1 District President: 1975-79 & 1992-96; Quorum of Seveney 

Vice President & President: 1994-97; CC Second Counselor: 1998-
prescnt 

Mission Work Mt~nco, Jui;, Poland, Philipp1i1cs 

Brother Thomas Mark Liberto was born on May I 9, I 9 34, in Glass­

port, Pennsylvania. He was the first of three children born to Brother 

Nick and Sister Lena Liberto. His grandmother, Sister Bernadina Tho­

mas, was the first member of his family to join The Church of Jesus 

Christ and was a spiritual role model to Brother Tom throughout his life. 
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Shortly after he was born, Apostle Charles Ashton visited the Liberto 

home and took baby Tom in his arms and prayed for him. After the 

prayer, he told Sister Lena that the Lord gave him to understand that 

Tom would one day be a leader in the Church. A short time later, he was 

taken to Church for the first time where Apostle Isaac Smith blessed him. 

Parents were Charter Members of the San Diego Branch 

In I 945, the family moved to San Diego, California, where they joined 

with a few other families to become charter members of the San Diego 

Branch of the Church. He attended church on a regular basis through­

out his school years. One especially noteworthy development during these 

years was the fact that he happened to meet his future wife, Marcia Pettit, 

at his high school. 

Enlistment in the Service of Both God and Country 

Tom and Marcia became engaged in March I953 and the following 

month he enlisted in the United States Air Force. He went through basic 

training at Parks Air Force Base, near San Francisco, California and lived 

in that area for I9 months. He and Sister Marcia were married in San 

Diego on January 30, I 954, and lived in Pleasanton, California until he 

was assigned to duty in Alaska. Before leaving for the frigid north, where 

he spent I 3 months, he was baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ on 

October 24, I954 by Brother Felix Buccellato. He and his wife were 

blessed with four children: Debra, Lynn, Nancy, and Thomas. 

Brother Tom has been a faithful servant to the Church from the time 

of his baptism until the present. He was ordained an elder in I965, and 

an evangelist in I 970. He has served on the Pacific Coast District Mis­

sion Board for over 30 years, and most recently had responsibility for the 

Church in Mexico. He served the district as chairman of the evangelists, 

and second counselor, first counselor, and president for two terms, from 

I975 to I979 and from I992 to I996. Brother Torn served on various 

General Church Committees over the years, including the General Church 

Development Committee and the President's Planning Task Force. He 

was active in the evangelistic outreach at Independence, Missouri. 
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Brother Tom retired from his natural labors in 1990. During his 38 

years of civil and military service, his responsibilities increased over the 

years, beginning as a carpenter and cabinetmaker and ending his career as 

director of transportation. 

Although he retired from his natural work, his labors for the Church 

intensified. He served for five wars as Vice-President of the General 
J 

Church Quorum of Seventy Evangelists. He was instrumental in the 

reorganization of the General Church Mission Board and served as chair­

man for five years. He was elected President of the Quorum of Seventy 

in February 1994, an office he held until his calling as an apostle. He has 

visited branches and missions of die Church throughout the United States, 

Canada, Mexico, ltaly, Poland, and the Philippines. 

A Call to Serve in The Quorum of Twelve 

Brother Torn was ordained an apostle at the General Church Confer­

ence on October IS, 1995. Afrer the prayer, he was so overcome with die 

Spirit that he was unable to rise from his chair for quite some time. 

There were a number of experiences received relative to his calling, 

one of which Brother Tom had himself. Two years prior to his calling, he 

was given a dream where he was summoned to meet with the Quorum of 

T wclve. His wife was walking with him, and, when they got to the room 

where they were meeting, she remained at the door while Brother Tom 

was ushered into the room and stood before the T wclve. He was then 

told that he was being called into the office of an apostle, upon which he 

awoke, shaken by how vivid the dream was. On the day of his calling, it 

happened exactly as in the dream. ln addition, a few months prior to his 

ordination, a sister had a vision in which she saw a crown of twelve stars 

on Brother Tom's head as he sat on the rostrum during a church service. 

More recently, at the October General Church Conference of 1998, he 

was elected Second Counselor of the General Church. 
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Isaac D. Smith 

Brother Isaac D. Smith, 1997-Present 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

Mission Work 

birth: 1933; baprism: 7 /1/56 

cider: 10/22/6l;cvangch"st:4/16/67;apost!c: 10/12/97 
Sout!1wcsr Disrnct President: 1987-92 & 1996-00; Quorum oFSevcnty 
President 

White River Apache 1i1bc; England, German), Ital;; Mexico, Colom­
bi1, Gu:ztcmala, l)o11ui1ica 

Isaac D. Smith was born in I933 at Elizabeth, Pennsylvania to Brother 

Isaac and Sister Gertrude Dreer Smith. The family attended The Church 

of Jesus Christ at the Glassport, Pennsylvania Brandi where he was blessed 

as a child, Young Ike was spiritually nurtured at the Glassport Branch 
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where he attended all services. His father, along with other pillars of the 

Church such as Charles Ashton and James Curry, were great influences on 

him. 

A Rich Heritage in the Church 

Coming from a spiritually rich heritage, Brother Ike's family's associa­

tion with the Church began in the early I860s prior to the official incor­

poration. His mother, an ordained deaconess, had a grandfather, William 

Bacon, who was an apostle, as well as the first Secretary of the General 

Church. His father, Isaac Smith, Sr., was ordained an apostle in I 9 I I, 

and his uncle, Fred Smith, was also an apostle during that era of the 

Church. The Smith home was continually filled with family, saints, friends, 

and neighbors, as they generously demonstrated the gift of hospitality to 

many. 

A Call to Serve God While Serving His Country 

At the age of 23, Ike was drafted into the United States Anny. While 

stationed at Fort Ord, California, he had a strong desire to attend church 

and found Apostle Joseph Lovalvo holding house meetings in nearby 

Monterey. The Lord touched young Ike's heart that day, July I, I956, 

and he was baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ. 

After his discharge from the service, Brother Ike returned to Pennsyl­

vania. He attended Church at his home branch of Glassport. He was 

involved with many Church activities. While attending a General Church 

Conference, he met Sister Bonnie Calabrese, daughter of Brother Joseph 

and Sister Vicki Calabrese of Lorain, Ohio. They were married in Lorain, 

Ohio on October I 7, I 9 59 by her uncle, Brother Dominic Thomas and 

were blessed with five children: Isaac J., Brian, Thomas, Tamara and Brent. 

They resided in Elizabeth, Pennsylvania and were members of the 

Glassport Branch. Brother Ike was ordained an elder October 22, I96I. 

They eventually moved and began to worship in Monongahela, Pennsyl­

vania where he later served as presiding elder. 
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A Heart for the Youth of the Church 

Involvement in the MBA became a focus for him. While he was 

President of the GMBA, the campout concept was implemented for the 

first time. The camp gatherings were so well received that since I967 d1ey 

have been held annually as week-long gatherings. A love for the young 

people has always inspired Brother Ike, and his leadership has been instru­

mental in leading many over the years to dedicate their life to Christ. The 

Church's campouts have provided a wonderful environment where this 

can and has taken place. This has been the realization of a dream for 

Brother Ike. 

A Heart for the Seed! of Joseph 

Brother Alma Cadman ordained Brother Ike an evangelist on April 

I6, I967. As he was ordained, he arose and spoke in the Gift ofTongues 

and has carried that gift until this day. He also became a member of the 

Board of Missions. A renewed zeal for missionary work was spreading 

throughout the Church at: that time, and he and his wife were among 

those who had captured that spirit. A trip to Arizona to visit Brother 

Dan and Sister Dolores Picciuto in San Carlos only served to reinforce 

the conviction that was already there to personally become involved with 

the work among God's covenant people, the Seed of Joseph ( the Native 

American). In early I969 the desire to do this work evolved into a com­

mitment as Brother lke volunteered to go to the White Mountain Apache 

Reservation. He resigned his job, which he had held for 18 years, and in 

May of that year, the Smitbs moved to Pinetop, Arizona, which borders 

the reservation. Since that time, od1ers with similar direction have moved 

to tbe area to help with this work, and a branch of the Church has been 

established in that area. 

Active in Leadership 

Brother Jke served as President of the Southwest District and then, 

four years later, the Southwest Region. He has held other responsibilities 

such as Vice-President and President of the Quorum of Seventy Evan-
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gelists. As President, he helped to promote evangelism throughout the 

Churd1, and played an important role in restructuring the Mission Board 

to help facilitate that process. He has traveled extensively throughout 

the United States, Canada, Mexico, Guatemala, England, Germany, Italy, 

Domenica, and Colombia to evangelize the Gospel. He was ordained an 

apostle at the October Conference of 1997. 
He retired in October of 1996 after working for United Parcel Ser­

vice for 20 years and since then has devoted even more of his time to the 

Church. He is a staunch supporter and defender of the faith, who is 

continuing to actively promote the Gospel message wherever he can. 

Brother Peter Scolaro, 1997-JPresent 

Personal Data 

Ordinations 

Leadership 

b1i·d1:5/7/47;bapti,m:5/19/63 
cider: 5/27 /79; m111gcliff: I 1/5/89; :zpusrlc: 10/1.l/9 7 
Michigan/Onr:111c1 Distn"ct Prcs1dcn1; Americas lv!iss1cm:11T Opc1~1t1i1g 
Cum nu itcc (AM OC) Clwim:m; MOC Vii.-c Clwi,n:in 

From early in his youth, it was obvious that Bother Peter's life would 

be in The Church of Jesus Christ. In a spirit-filled Sunday morning 

service at tl1c GMBA Conference in Youngstown, Ohio on May I 9, I 963, 
he was among the first to ask for his baptism. A total of 13 young 

people obeyed the Gospel that day where the blessings of God were so 

profound that they arc still remembered by the many who were there. 

Sober and intensely serious about serving The Lord even at this young 

age, he could be pictured as being a pillar later in life. His meticulousness 

in analyzing matters, particularly as they pertain to the scriptures and The 

Church of Jesus Christ, is well-known. 

Mentored by Leaders in the Church 

Brother Peter, reflecting on his youth in the Church, had this to say: 

Perhaps because I understood that whosoever will may come, I just 

took for granted the opportunity to come into and grow in the Church. 

From the time 1 was a small boy, I have always been excited about the 
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Peter Scolaro 

workings of the Church. I grew up close to Brothers whose lives were 

dedicated to serving the Lord and His Church. I loved to go places with 

my father, an elder in the Church, and often had the opportunity to sit 

quietly while Brothers discussed challenges, successes, and opportunities 

as the Church encountered them. These discussions made indelible im­

pressions on me. As I grew up, contemplating the success of the Lord's 

Church became integral with my thought processes. I thought it only 

reasonable to grow spiritually and naturally within the context of the 

Church over time .... 

Some experiences of his calling into the Quorum of Twelve have 

been directive and uplifting to him. Late Apostle Gorie Ciaravino re­

ceived a dream shortly after Brother Peter was ordained into tl1e Ministry 

in which he saw the Church on a long journey, by way of what appeared 
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to be a convoy, and Brother Peter was a leader along the way. In another 

dream Apostle Nicholas Pietrangelo was sitting next to him at a table as 

they handled an important, sensitive matter. He, himself, received other 

experiences prior to his calling, which further prepared him for the office, 

such as a dream he had in which Brother Gorie pointed to General Church 

Minutes that were in his hand and said, "See right here: Brother Peter 

Scolaro has been called and ordained an apostle:' 

Laboring in his Detroit, Michigan Branch #I, the Michigan-On­

tario District ( now Great Lakes Region), the General Church, and the 

MBA, he has been able to put the talents the Lord has given him to great 

use. More recently, he served as the Chairman of the Americas Mission­

ary Operating Committee (AMOC) and Vice Chairman of the Mis­

sionary Operating Committee (MOC) under the Quorum of Seventy 

Evangelists, which has oversight of all the missionary work in the Churd1. 

He also helped to provide the valuable leadership during the difficult 

transition period from the previous General Mission Board to the newly 

restructured MOC. 

Brotl1er Peter is a graduate of Wayne State University. He also served 

in the United States Army from I970-I972 in Berlin, Germany. He and 

his wife, Sister Marilyn, have two children, Brother Chris and Sister Julie 

(Gibson). 

After being ordained an apostle at the General Church Conference 

on October I2, I 997, along witl1 Brotl1er Isaac D. Smith, Brother Scolaro 

stated that he knew tl1e responsibilities he was undertaking challenged his 

humanity and frailty in comparison to the possibilities of the Lord's 

expectations and invited the prayers of the saints on his behalf in the 

performance of his duties. 

*********** 

(A spec1;i/ dunk you to Brother Jason Monaghan for h15' ass/stance 1i1 

obta1i11i1g many of the pl10togniphs used 1n tfi15' cl1apte1:) 
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CHAPTER TEN 

... [Tjl11s th1i1g 1s too heavy for tl1ee; thou art not able to 

perform it tliyself alone. . . . Thou shalt provide out of all the 

people able men, such as fear God, men of truth . . . and it shall be, 

that' every great matter they shall bnng unto thee, but every small 

matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and tl1ey 

shall bear the burden with thee. If tl1ou shalt do this thing . .. then 

thou shalt be able to endure . .. Exodus I8:I8, 21-23 

DISTRICTING OF THE CHURCH 

"""11111111"""'_.._ rom its inception, The Church of Jesus Christ has been a 

federation of Missions and Branches responsible to the head­

quarters, which for most of the Church's existence has been 

located in Monongahela, Pennsylvania. When the Church 

was yet young, her primary concern was to preach the Gos­

pel to any and all who would listen. Administrative matters were small, 

with few requiring immediate decisions. Many of the issues were usually 

resolved.at the Conferences that were held quarterly. The records show 

that at many of the Conferences there was such an outpouring of the 

Spirit that seldom did the members leave with bitter feelings. 

Brother William H. Cadman writes in The History of The Church 

of Jesus Clmst of many miracles, healings, and visions that were com­

monplace in these Conferences. These gifts of God apparently did much 

to weld the Branches and Missions into a strong, unified Church. The 

Conferences were times for special feasting in the gifts of the Lord. Busi­

ness was usually handled quickly, with much time devoted to the worship 

of God. 

As the Church grew in both size and complexity, more time at con­

ferences was being devoted to the business and organization of the Church. 

General Church Conference had become a forum for discussing rela­

tively minor issues as well as the weightier ones. Many issues raised at the 
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local level had to wait until the next General Conference before being 

resolved, resulting in some decisions being made too late. 

The need for better organization in the General Church became in­

creasingly more apparent in some quarters of the Church. The need to 

eliminate the minor issues that were being brought to conference was also 

evident, with the Church needing more of her time to resolve the weightier 

matters. To some, the need was very apparent, while to others the thought 

of changing the administration of the Church in any way was unthink­

able. 

Probably one of the first to see the need to decentralize some of the 

administrative functions of the Church was Brother Rocco Biscotti of 

Cleveland, Ohio. At the General Conference of January 5, I946, he 

suggested that the General Church reorganize into Districts. ( General 

Churd1 Minutes, January 5, I946, p. 6I2) This suggestion apparently 

met with some opposition, as it was tabled. Yet the seed was planted, even 

though it would be another eight years before the idea finally came to 

fruition. 

Because of its remoteness from the headquarters of the parent Church 

in Monongahela, Pennsylvania, the sense of urgency to implement some 

type of plan for establishing Districts in the Church was nowhere more 

apparent than in California. Since all the ministers there were in support 

of the concept, Brother V. James Lovalvo began to correspond with 

Brother Cadman, president of the Church, who also promised his sup­

port. Recognition of the need for change began to grow throughout the 

Church and at the April I 9 54 General Church Conference a motion was 

passed to make California a "pilot" District, with the understanding that 

if it didn't prove successful, it would be discontinued. 

Under this new system, limited decision-making authority would be 

delegated to -this newly created District, which would be governed by 

officers elected by the District priesthood. The District president, how­

ever, would only be recommended by the District and elected at the Gen­

eral Church level. The election of District officers, as well as the con­

ducting of business, would take place at regularly scheduled District con-
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ferences. Issues which pertained to the faith and doctrine or which had 

potential impact on the entire Church were to be submitted to the Gen­

eral Church for disposition. 

California District Becomes a Reality 

The era of the Districts dawned in Bell, California on June 26, I 9 54. 

It was here, under the leadership of Brother V James Lovalvo, who had 

been elected president of the new District at the General Conference of 

April I954, that the California District was organized. Brother Lovalvo 

set up the District in accordance with guidelines established by the Gen­

eral Church. ( General Clwrcl1 Minutes, April I, I954, pp. 826-827) 

The following brothers were elected: 

First Counselor 

Second Counselor 

Secretary 

Assistant Secreta1y 

Financial Secretary 

Trea_mrer 

Librarian 

Auditor 

Historian 

Missionary Fund Treasurer 

Michigan-Ontario District 

James Heaps 

Ben Ciccati 

Felix Buccellato 

Robert Watson, Jr. 

Vincent Scalise 

Harry Marshall 

John Azzinaro 

Robert Watson, Jr. 

Rudy Meo 

Mark Randy 

Five years later, the Branches in Detroit and Canada asked for and 

received permission to organize into a District of their own, to be known 

as the Michigan-Canadian District. The request was approved by the 

April I959 Conference of the General Church which also elected Brother 

Gorie Ciara vino as the first District president. ( General Church Mi1-
utes, April 2, I959, pp. 993-!003) 

Later, the "Michigan-Canadian District" was changed to the "Mid1i­

gan-Ontario District:' because Michigan could not cover all of Canada. 
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Brother Gorie organized the new Michigan-Canadian District at 

Detroit Branch 2 on May 2, I959. The following brothers were elected: 

First Counselor 

Second Counselor 

Secretary 

Assistant Secretary 

Financial Secretary 

Treasurer 

Librarian 

Assistant Librarian 

Auditors 

Qucrino Bologna 

Nicholas Pietrangelo 

Anthony Scolaro 

Dominic Moraco 

Clifford Burgess 

Joseph Milantoni 

John Buffa 
Matthew -I Miller 

Peter H. Capone and Anthony Gerace 

Remainder of Church Districted 

The following year, at the next April Conference, a committee was 

formed to study districting the remainder of the Church. At the same 

Conference, the committee submitted its findings and recommended that 

three more Districts be created: the Ohio District, the Pennsylvania Dis­

trict, and the Atlantic Coast District. The committee also recommended 

that all new Districts be organized under the same set of mles and regu­

lations by which the California and Michigan-Canadian Districts were 

organized. ( General Clwrcl1 Minutes, April I 960, pp. I020, I028, I029; 

Rules and Regulations, pp. I029-I032) 







Chapter Eleven 

Q rcmembe1; 111)' son, and learn w1sdom 111 t!l)' yout/1; yea, 

le;1n1 111 t!~v ;7out!1 to keep the commandments o[ God Yea, and 

CI)7 unto God for all tl~v support,· yea, let all t!l)' do1ngs be unto d1e 

Lord and wh1thersoever thou goest let 1t be 111 d1e Lord; yea, let all 

tll)' t!wughts be d1i-ected unto the Lord; yea, let the aHcctions o[ t!l)' 

heart be placed upon t!1e Lord foreve1: Counsel w1d1 the Lord 111 

a!! tll)' doings, and he wJil dfrect thee f<xgood ... Alma 37:35-37 

uring the closing months of the year 1904, a distinct 

cry was heard at the town of Lucyville, which today is 

known as Roscoe, Pennsylvania. A child was born. This 

was no flesh and blood child. It was a child conceived 

in the inspired intellect of Brother Alexander Cherry. 

It was the birth of the Missionary Benevolent Association (hereinafter 

referred to by its acronym, MBA). Brother Cherry, a man of remarkable 

foresight and idealism, perceived, with his usual clarity of vision, that an 

association of the nature of today's MBA was urgently needed among 

the saints for the purpose of learning more about God's dealing with 

humanity and of making such small contributions as they felt able to 

donate to the missionary labors of the priesthood. 

The child of our story grew and so captivated the affections of the 

saints of Lucyville, that they took it to a Conference held in the Odd 

Fellows Hall at Monongahela, Pennsylvania during the early part of I 905 

where it became the subject of considerable controversy. Despite the 

controversy, the zeal of those who had learned to love the infant associa­

tion prevailed. The MBA was duly organized and given the Church's 

official stamp of approval. We regret that the records of the first 30 years 

were subsequently lost in a fire. We have gleaned the facts as herein stated 

from the discontinued Church paper The Gospel Rellecto1; from the 

testimonies of our charter members, and especially from an early history 
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of the MBA that was researched by Sister Ruth Akerman and written by 
Brother James Curry for the 50th anniversary of the GMBA. 

Whether by accident or design, the growing MBA seems not to have 

received the name it bears today until the Conference of October I 905. 

The appropriateness of this name is worth noting: MISSIONARY -

meaning a person who attempts to persuade or convert to a particular 

doctrine or set of principles. BENEVOLENT -meaning kind, chari­

table, philanthropic, or loving mankind. 

The general gatherings were held between the morning and after­

noon sessions of Saturday General Church Conference, which later was 

changed to the Friday before Conference. 

First GMBA Officers Elected 

Some of the first officers of the association were as follows: 

President 

Vice President 

Chaplain 

Secretary 

Financial Secretary 

Treasurer 

Librarian 

Elizabeth Cadman Davidson 

George Garrett 

Lawrence Dias 

Wesley Bost 

Richmond Skillen 

Harry Nicholson 

Lillian Dias 

The following is excerpted from the history recorded for the GMBA's 

50th anniversary: 

... The MBA is chiefly for the young, though the older ones are 

encouraged to participate. It instills a knowledge of the scriptures in the 

minds of the young, which they could not otherwise commonly ac­

quire. It encourages a godly discipline, the value of which cannot be 

exaggerated. The older members discovered at the very beginning that 

the pleasure of the Lord rested upon their gatherings. Their minds 

expanded wonderfully as the illuminating light of Heaven attended their 

study of the scriptures. 

In I929, after twenty-five years, there were but five locals . 

. . . Despite a stiff attitude adopted toward the MBA by some brand1es 

of the church, we have seen the association overcome many prejudices, 
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winning its way from Pennsylvania, into Ohio, Michigan, New Jersey, 

Kansas, New York, California and the Dominion of Canada . 

. . . The editor of the discontinued Church newspaper, Tlic Gospel 

Rcflccto1; referred to the MBA as an open door for all: "With your 

permission, I will say that all persons should be members of the Mis­

sionary Benevolent Association because of the scriptural instruction that 

we receive and helping hand it holds out to the non-professor as well as 

the church member. It is our duty to assist the unbelievers to believe and 

to teach the unlearned in the work of God, chat they may come to 

Christ through His Word. I feel very much interested in the assembly, as 

it is sometimes called, for it is an open door, as a stepping stone, and for 

the young an excellent approach to the church." 

There can be no doubt that many have found the gift of eternal life 

by first embracing the lofty ideals, the elevating precepts of the MBA. 

Thus the enabling works of the MBA of the past persuades us to 

believe that it has a glorious future. Let us remember the exemplary life 

of Brother Cherry, the founder, whose motive in founding the MBA 

was to advance the cause of Christ and the Restored Gospel through this 

medium. 
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When the official records begin in February of I 9 34, the officers of 

the GMBA were: 

President 

Vice President 

Chaplain 

Corresponding Secretary 

Assistant and Financial Secretary 

Treasurer 

Treasurer, Book of Mormon Fund 

Librarian 

Organizers 

Henry Johnson 

James Heaps 

Anthony DiBattista 

Hannah Skillen 

Sarah Cadman 

Mabel Bickerton 

John Cherry 

Concetta Dentino 

Henry Johnson, John 

Ross, and Patsy Fyre 

During the period of February I 934 through November I 94 7, the 

GMBA held four conferences per year-February, May, August, and 

November-holding their elections during the August conference. The 

conferences rotated locations and the host local was responsible for pre­

paring the meals and presenting the spiritual program, which concluded 



632 :\ History of The Church of Jesus Christ: Volume 2 

every conference. The officers frequently reminded the congregation that 

the emphasis of the GMBA was on the youth of the Church, and they 

strove to involve the youth in all aspects of the meetings. Often the 

programs were directed by the youth of the host local. 

Early Growth of the GMBA 

The locals organized as of February I 9 34 were: 

Roscoe, Pennsylvania 

Monongahela, Pennsylvania 

Youngstown, Ohio 
Detroit #I, Michigan 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 
Lorain, Ohio 
Detroit #3, Michigan 
Glassport, Pennsylvania 
Muncey, Ontario, Canada 
Rock Run, Pennsylvania 

6/I6/I905 (first local known as 
Lucyville and Dunlevy) 
( dates unknown-several locals in 
Monongahela) 
I920 
4/20/I92I 
9/2/I923 
I2/25/I927 
II/28/I933 
( date unknown) 
( date unknown) 
( date unknown-eventually merged with 
Glassport) 

Locals organized during the years I 9 34 through I 94 7 were: 

New Jersey 

Detroit #4, Michigan 
Eldora, Pennsylvania 
Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania 
Warren, Ohio 
Detroit #2, Michigan 
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania 
Bronx/Brooklyn, New York 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
Rochester, New York 
San Diego, California 

I/I7 /I935 (started as New Brunswick 
Local) 
7 /I7 /1935 
8/IS/I935 
7/23/I939 
9/28/1940 
4/26/I94I 
1942 
I942 

6/23/I9--l:6 
9/7/I946 
I2/27/I946 
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In some cases, it was difficult to determine the actual date a local was 

organized, as the GMBA Organizers were kept very busy during these 

years. Locals were frequently organized, then later disbanded due to "lack 

of interesr;' "poor attendance;' or "having difficulties;' then again reor­

ganized at a later date--sometimes within the same calendar year. It was 

remarked in the November I2, I938 conference at Glassport, Pennsylva­

nia by tl1e different brethren on the work of the MBA, how it has "grown 

and spread as far as Canada, Detroit, and New Jersey in spite of opposi­

tion, but we were advised to press onward and try and keep our young 

people together:' 

Much of the years I 940 and I 94 I were spent in revising the by-laws 

of the association. In I940, a "machine committee" was appointed to 

"look after the mimeograph machine:' The years I 942-43 saw some hard 

times because of World War II, raising the question, should the GMBA 

continue to hold quarterly meetings in light of the gasoline rationing? 

But, as usual, they put it in the Lord's hands, and no conferences were 

canceled or postponed. 

Issue-Women in Leadership Roles 

Also raised during this period was an issue revolving around the of­

fice of the president of a local MBA. Specifically, 

Brother Cadman remarked that a member of the GMBA had ap­

proached him on whether it was proper to elect a woman for the office 

of the president of the MBA. The word "he" is used in the by-laws and 

Brother Cadman said that the correct interpretation of the word "he" 

when used in a general sense is he or she. A woman may become presi­

dent of the MBA. 

Use of Musical Instruments 

The year I944 brought a new controversy. In the May I3, I944 

GMBA conference at Lorain, Ohio, "A motion was made to condemn 

the action of the Bronx Local for permitting the violin to be played at 

their meetings. A discussion followed and the motion was not passed:' 
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The issue was tabled until the August I2, I944 meeting, at which time a 

communication was read from W. H. Cadman, noting that "He expressed 

his views on the matter of using musical instruments, being opposed to 

any instrument except the piano played at the time of worship, but did 

not object in a program:' 

The troubles of the world continued into the year I945. In the 

February IO, I945 conference held at Glassport, Pennsylvania, Bro. Cad­

man reported that he had "written to [ the Federal Govermnent in J Vl'lsh­

ington [D.C.J regarding our conference or any gathering. Washington 

[D.C.J banned any out of town gatherings that consisted of more than 

fifty members arriving from various localities. A motion was passed to 

forego the May I945 meeting ... The August I945 meeting would be 

held providing the present ban would be lifted:' It was lifted, allowing the 

saints to travel to Monongahela, Pennsylvania for the August I I th con­

ference that year. During that conference, a motion was passed to send a 

hymn book to the White House. 

During this year, The Gospel News was born. Excerpts of articles 

and letters spoke of the MBA, some of which follow: 

... I am interested in the Missionary Benevolent Association. To me 

it is the stepping-stone to the Church. The MBA is a wonderful associa­

tion, especially for the young people. . . . (Frank Giovanne, The Gospel 
News, April I945) 

... The evening meeting was occupied by the Missionary Benevolent 

Association and we had an enjoyable time in singing hymns of praise to 

our God ... Yours in Christ, Ishmael D'Amico. (I. D'Amico, "A Letter 

from Rochester," Tl1e Gospel News, June I945) 

... Recently the Sabbath School class, known as the Class of Ruth 

of Monongahela, had a topic in the MBA meeting on the "Mountains 

of the Bible and The Book of Mormon." Events which concern them 

make interesting reading to us. Eight girb took part in the meeting and 

gave the account or history of these mountains, which The Gospel News 
will publish each month. . . . ("Mountains of Fame;' Tl1e Gospel News, 
October I945) 
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"Class of Ruth" of the Monongahela Branch Sunday School at a picnic, 1948: 
(front row): Irene Griffith, Sadie Cadman, Mabel Bickerton, Ruth Mountain; 
(back row): Jennie Sarver, Sara Vancik, Rose Scaglione, Thelma Campbell 

Mary Cherry, Minnie Griffith, Nancy Surace, Ruth Kirschner, 
Sarah Neill, and Margaret (Peg) Johnson 
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These articles continued for several months. There were several ar­

ticles describing local, as well as general MBA gatherings, many of them 

describing their lessons or a program that was shared during the gather­

ing. Following is a poem by Michael Piacentino, which was published in 

the August I 946 issue, entitled "Verses": 

Do yo11 attend tl1c MBA that'.1· held each Fi:.ida); nigl1t:' 

Do yo11 s11ppose by stay1i1g l10me yo11 get the same deligl1t? 

Do you tl11i1k an extD1 meeting wo11ld be too mucl1 for you? 

Or are you one thats learned It all, for you tlicrc's notl11i1g new? 

Is yo11r Book o[ Mormon lapi1g, full o[ d11st upon tl1e shelf? 

Arc yo11 tlui1kii1g less o[ God each daJ7, and more about yow:5el[? 

Are you go1i1g all out for Jcsm~ while J/011 enjoy good l1calth? 

Or is your tiine :ill taken up accu11111l,1t1i1g wealth? 

vVlien you arc worloi1g part tiine, can )'011 t~rpect fi,ll pa),? 

Or do you say 'Tm bmy nmv, I'll jo1i1 some otl1er diy"? 

Just :1sk )'Olll~el[ these questions, upon them meditate. 

Tl1cn take the matter up wi'th God, and He w1Jl put J701J straigl1r. 
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Rememhcr tkit your efforts l1crc helow arc not 1i1 va1i1, 

You've not a thing to lose, hut evc17tl11i1g to ga1i1, 

vVhcn you Mtend the lv!BA you 're sure to ga1i1 some knowledge, 

That 1:m't t,nigl1t 111 grade school, 11nive1:1·idcs, or college. 

vVe extend an 1i1v1tadon to all hath young ,111d old 

To those who once were memhen and s1i1ce have grown cold 

So accept tl11:, tiw1tadon fi/encls, at once w1d1011t dehy 

And come to church next F'nday night and ;0111 tl1e MBA." 

Changes at the GMBA Level 

It was from a motion pre­

sented in the May I 7, I 94 7 Con­

ference that a proposal was sent 

out to the locals to consider re­

ducing the number of confer­

ences per year from four to two, 

to be conducted in May and No­

vember each year. The proposal 

was subsequently passed and, be­

ginning in I 948, conferences were 

limited to two per year. 

The number of conferences 

was not the only major change 

the GMBA saw in I 948. The 

Corresponding Secretary-­

Hannah Skillen--who had held 

this position for more than 25 

years, stepped down from her of­

fice. A motion was passed that 

she be made "Honorary Secre­

tary" as long as she lived. She held 

this office until her death in 

I960. Hannah Skillen 
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Expansion into the West and South 

Locals organized during the years I948 through I960 were: 

Bell, California 
San Fernando Valley, CA 

Kinsman, Ohio 

Modesto, California 

Lockport, New York 

Perry, Ohio (Painesville) 

Imperial, Pennsylvania 

Fredonia, Pennsylvania 

Lake Worth, Florida 

+/3/1948 
Between 1951 and 1953 

5/25/1952 (Organized as Niles, name 

changed in 1956) 

II/5/1952 

3/19/1955 

8/17/1955 

2/28/1957 

I/4/1958 

9/8/1958 
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These years saw the MBA spreading across the country and maturing 

as an organization. Again, there were numerous articles in Tlie Gospel 

News, too many to quote them all, describing special MBA meetings and 

gatherings. A few excerpts follow: 

... The week ending January 24, 1947, Brothers William H. Cad­

man, Rocco Biscotti and I visited the brothers and sisters in New Jersey. 

. . . The MBA gathered at the Stelton church at 7:30 pm, and they 

turned their meeting over to the visiting brethren. Brothers Cadman and 

Biscotti gave us an interesting discourse, the principal being-Joseph's 

rise from slavery and imprisonment, to become Governor of Egypt. 

(Charles Ashton, "New York and New Jersey;' The Gospel News, March 

1948) 

... It is reported that a very nice time was had at the GMBA 

meeting held recently in Hopelawn, New Jersey. It is said that a large 
crowd was present and that two converts were baptized over the weekend . 

. . :' ("Rumors;' Tl1e Gospel News, June 1948) 

... The Qassport MBA called a special gathering of surrounding 

locals for the purpose of having appointed meetings of this same type in 
the future. The local holding the meeting is to have a program of 

entertainment for the visiting locals, this being a suggestion of the GMBA. 

We had an attendance of about 150. . . . In a limited discussion we 

decided to carry on these meetings for the benefit of each other .... 
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(Florence DiBattista, "Meeting at Glassport, Pennsylvania," Tlie Gospel 

News, July 19..J:9) 

The years 1950 and 1951 produced an "Organizer's Guide:' Also in 

l 9 5 l, another first - the GMBA went to Windsor, Canada for its No­

vember l I, 1950 Conference. Tl1e Gospel News article in the January 

issue of that year reported "A large crowd was present with delegates 

from Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Canada ... :· 

Not only did the GMBA travel, so did the locals. On the road in 

1952, the Vanderbilt MBA local visited the Rochester Local. 

Dear Editor, The weekend of June 28, we had the pleasure of enter­

taining about 40 MBA members from the Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania lo­

cal. . . . Monday morning the Vanderbilt group left Rochester. They 

stopped to visit Hill Cumorah on their way home. . . . ( Antoinette 

Marinctti, "News from Rochester," Tl1e Gospel News, August 1952) 

The first "Special Projects Fund" was established in 1953. The pur­

pose was to cover the cost of printing The Book of Mormon in Italian. 

That same year also featured the first spiritual gathering. We quote from 

the minutes of the May 16, 1953 conference: 

Brother [Dominic J Thomas [ GMBA President J spoke concerning 

this being our first Spiritual Gathering and what a wonderful privilege 

to have this opportunity and how it should be a spiritual uplifting to all 

present. Brother [Thurman] Furnicr then spoke, refreshing our minds 

concerning the MBA as an organization. [He read] to us the objective 

of this organization and impressed upon our minds the importance of 

living up to this objective. He also dwcllcd upon The Book of Mor­

mon, relating to us the faith of Jared and his brother and the records 

that we now have, and also in regards to the records chat arc scaled and 

yet to come forth. If we live close enough and faithful enough to the 

Lord and if our faith would be as the faith of Jared and his brother, 

these scaled records would come forth. He urged the young people to be 

those servants that the Lord expects us to be so we may be able to bring 
about a greater work than those who went before us. Testimony fol­
lowed .... 



The year 19 5..J. brings us the fiftieth anniversary of the MBA of The 

Church of Jesus Christ. To all the locals who have made the MBA so 

successful, we humbly say, may God bless you with a healthy, prosperous, 
and peaceful New Year. (Dominic Thomas, President; Joseph Calabrese, 

Vice President; Dominic Moraco, Chaplain; and Ruth Akerman, Sec­

retary) 

GMBA's Golden Jubilee 
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The above was printed on a card that was sent to all members of the 

MBA in I 954, kicking off the 50th Anniversary of the MBA. The 

majority of the May IS, 1954 conference was devoted to the "Golden 

Jubilee:' After dispensing with some business, the minutes state that "the 

remainder of the time was given over almost exclusively to expressions 

of appreciation for the wealth of experience gained by various members 

through past years of service to the MBA. Under the skillful question­

ing of GMBA President, Brother [Dominic] Thomas, Sister Elizabeth 

Davidson, Charter Member and 1st President of the GMBA spoke of 

[ the] ... growth of this association. Brother Gorie Ciara vino, former 

GMBA President of more recent years, spoke ably and learnedly of how 

our lives should portray the ideals of the MBA. ... A young woman 

from the Grand River Reservation testified to the value of the MBA in 

leading her to the knowledge of The Book of Mormon. Brother Joseph 

Milantoni offered a prayer for the young people. Brother Charles Ashton 

in a short talk likened the MBA to a stepping-stone, which leads to higher 

things. He advocated a marriage ( a closer relationship) between the MBA 

and the Church .... The [ evening] meeting was ... turned over to the 

Glassport Local for their program, which was to commemorate the 50th 

Anniversary of this association. A history was then read of the MBA, 

which was gleaned from the discontinued Church paper, Tl1e Gospel 

ReBectorand the testimonies of our Charter Members. A poem, "Golden 

Anniversary;' written by Sister Catherine Poma of California, was then 

read ... 
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Golden Anniversary 

Just 50 ;7ears ago, today, 

The MBA was started; 

Id· one 1i1tent. . . to smooth the W,1)7 

For all the hea1y l1earted 

For Jesus said, so long ago, 

If b;7 In)' side ;7ou tarry, 

I'll take aw,1)7 the awhil woe 

That 1i1 ;701Ir heart ;7ou carry. 

And so a group of stalwart saints~ 

Filled with the spli-/t's glory, 

Began to preach, wfrhout restraint, 

That wonderliil sweet story. 

Of how a soul, all weighted down, 

Wld1 ange1; sin or sorravv, 

lvlust turn to Him, of great renown 

To find peace fcJr d1e morrow. 

And tho' die harvest thru the ;7ears~ 

H1s not met expectations, 

Hie know that when the Laid appears, 

He will convert all nations. 

So we co11m1emornte d11s d1J7 

To the unce,1SJi1g labo1; 

Of dwse who hope ,md wa1* and pz~1;, 

And In the Lord, find Iii v01: 

The highlight of the program was the presentation of a yellow carna­

tion by President, Brother [Dominic J Thomas, to each of the four char­

ter members present-Sisters Elizabeth Davidson and Elizabeth Toye 

and Brothers Isaac Smith and Willian, Bailey. Brothers W H. Cadman, 

Charles Ashton, Gorie Ciara.vino, Melvin Mountain, Dominic Thomas 

and Sisters Hannah Skillen and Mabel Bickerton also received yellow 

carnations in recognition of their years of meritorious service to the 
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MBA. Sister Florence DiBattista sang "A Memory;' the lyrics of which 

were written by Brother James Curry and was dedicated to the charter 

members: 

AMemo11' 
(To the tune of ~vmn #111, ·;4 lvlemory." in the Saints Hymnal) 

I. Today I Hve in mem 1y of the long ,1go 

And scenes of yesteryear gone by. 

Revive and fi·eshen widi the1i· ,dre1glow and cheer 

The hope dwt 5p1ings eternal fiwn die 5*Y. 

2. Today l count the years l spent 1n H:~ employ 

As bn'm with sat1:,iied des1ic:; 

My cup of gladness dodi abound with sacred /0;7, 
Spills over at the fount of sacred lire. 

], Af;, fondest hope 1:,- diat in yeaH to come We 111/1)' 

5ce bless1iigs at the open do01; 

And ;,011d1fid feet find pr01m:ff in die rugged w~ 

Where h11difi1l sa1iits lwve trod die way before. 

Chorus: 

lvlemory, memo177, blessed men101y that lead~ me back to years 

gone bJ?. 
in the MBA He found me, 

Jesus put His arms around me, 

'Tis ,1 memo1y that cannot ch'e. 

During that year ( I 9 54) a tally was taken of the MBA membership, 

which totaled over 1,000 members. 

The year I 9 5 5 saw the GMBA on the road again, this time to Roch­

ester, New York. The May conference dismissed early so that those who 

so desired could visit the Hill Cumorah. There were 26 cars in the pro­

cession to Palmyra, where they met at the Sacred Grove to learn the his­

tory of Joseph Smith. 
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In l 9 5 6 the question was raised as to the minimum age of a child to 

join the MBA. After much discussion and study, the conference rejected 

the motion to establish guidelines for a minimum age. 

The May 1956 GMBA was privileged to be visited by Brother A. A. 

Dick from Africa. The August 1956 issue of The Gospel News notes: " . 

. . he spoke briefly in the morning, giving his impression of the Church 

here in America and telling of the conditions of the Church in Africa ... 

. [That evening] Brother William Cadman showed slides ... taken on his 

trip to Africa:' 

Blessings and Baptisms at the November 1956 Conference 

During the GMBA Conference in New Jersey on November 1956, 
" ... During the meeting and after, five persons asked to be baptized at 

the conference, and one didn't want to wait until morning:' During the 

Sunday meeting which was well attended as "the building was filled to 

capacity ... two more asked to be baptized there and three stated their 

intentions to be baptized at their home branches. This was a GMBA 

conference that will long be remen1bered ... :', as indicated in the follow­

ing Gospel News articles . 

. . . This was a GMBA conference that will long live in the hearts 

and memories of those who attended .... (Ruth E. Akerman, "GMBA 

Holds Conference in New Jersey;' Tl1e Go5pel News, January I957) 

... Several car loads of young people from our Branch managed to 
attend the GMBA. I being one of them, can say that God blessed us all. 

The Conference was wonderful with about 300 attending. Truly the 
Spirit of God conducted our services. We are happy to know of the 

several baptisms ... two of them attend our Branch. We welcome them 

with open arrns, praying they will find much joy in their new life. The 

saints in New Brunswick were wonderful to all, and we did feel at home. 

Truly we found a brother and a friend. May the Lord bless and keep 

you all. (Ilene Coppa, "Detroit, Michigan;' Tl1e Gospel News, January 

I957) 
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... After the close of the afternoon session, two young men from 

Youngstown, Ohio asked for their baptism. The attending congregation 

witnessed a battle between the power of God and that of evil. After 

anointment and prayer the power of evil was defeated again and the 

young man in whom the conflict raged asked to be baptized. . . . (Joe 

Ross, "A Blessed Weekend:' Tl1e Gospel News, April I957) 

. . . I returned home from the GMBA Conference in New Jersey, 

with my heart full of the spirit, and thankfulness, for the wonderful 

blessings we received, and how the Spirit of the Lord was made manifest 

among our young people at these meetings. Yet my heart became troubled 

as I thought of how young some of the converts were, and T felt to pray 

to God in their behalf that they would be given strength and protection 

from the many temptations that would be sure to come their way; so l 

Lou Vitto, Frank Morie, and 
Norman Campitelle at a Michigan­

Ontario Area MBA Conference, 
circa 1960 

knelt beside my bed and poured out my heart to God, that he would 

keep them always faithful in the church. After I went to bed, I lay for 

some time in meditation on the matter when a voice spoke to me saying, 

"Your heart is troubled because you have thought these young people 

may have come into the church because of their friends or the desires 

of their parents, but these young people have come into the Church, not 

because of their friends or their parents, but because they discovered 

salvation for themselves." Needless to say this gave me much relief and 

643 
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happiness and we still rejoice in the blessing. (Gasper Karelli, "An Expe­

rience," The Gospel News, April I957) 

Concept of Districting GMBA Gains Momentum 

Seven years alter the saints in Pennsylvania began meeting as a group, 

the GMBA President "suggested that perhaps a group of locals that were 

closely situated to one another in an area organize themselves into a dis­

trict organization, with district officers, for the purpose of creating wider 

interest and activities in the MBA." In the January l 9 57 issue of Tl1e 
Gospel News it reports: 

... During this meeting the assembly discussed the organizing of 

the MBA into regional districts to promote social and spiritual activities 

of the respective regional areas. Districts were not organized, but a step 

was made in that direction by authorizing the locals of regional areas to 

form joint conunittees to sponsor joint local activities and by forming 
a GMBA committee to investigate and discuss the matter and to report 

on its findings to the next GMBA conference. 

The years 1956 through 1959 were devoted to developing the struc­

ture for the Area MBA's. Articles in Tl1e Gospel News reported on the 

blessings that accompanied these meeting: 

... The first area gathering of the Missionary Benevolent Associa­

tion in the State of Ohio was held in Lorain on January 26, I957 .... 

("Ohio MBA Gathering;' The Gospel News, April I957) 

... The MBA locals in the Monongahela-Ohio River Valley have 

been enjoying the blessing of God through their MBA area gatherings .. 

. . ("Pennsylvania Enjoys Fellowship in MBA Area Gatherings," The 
Gospel News, July I957) 

GMBA Summer Gathering 

The Conference held in May of l 9 59 passed a proposal to hold a 

GMBA Sununer Spiritual Gathering. This gathering was held August 

I4- IS, I959. Speakers at this gathering included Brothers W H. Cad­

man, Gorie Ciaravino, Guido Marinetti, Donald Curry, Patsy Marinetti, 
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Alvin Swanson, and Joseph Milantoni. The theme of the gathering was 

missionary work. The Saturday afternoon portion of the gathering in­

cluded a panel discussion. 

In the year I 9 59, a motion was passed for a committee ( consisting of 

the GMBA president, vice president, chaplain, secretary, and Brothers 

Isaac Smith and Donald Curry) to confer with the General Church con­

cerning a centrally located building for our GMBA conferences. In I960, 

the GMBA established a fund "from which the General Church rnight 

draw to purchase property to build a central meeting place .... This fund 

is to be separately recorded in the financial records and is to be held in 

reserve and made available to the General Church for the above stated 

purpose if the General Church develops a definite program of action in 

this regard. . . . A free will offering amounting to $255 initiated the 

building fund:' 

It should be noted that throughout the years I934 to I960, the 

GMBA recorded expenses totaling just short of $20,000. Of this, 29% 

was in support of missionary work, 33% was used for the printing of 

literature (Book of Mormon, English and Italian, Italian Hyrnnals ), and 

I 5% supported various General Church projects and funds. 









Chapter Twelve 

lVlw can find a virtuous woman? for her pncc is far above 

rnbics. . . . .Strength and honour arc her clotlung; and she c1l1all 

rejoice in t1inc to come. She openetl1 her moutl1 w1th wisdom; and 
in her tongue 1:1, the law of k1ndncss. . . Her cluldren arise up, and 

call her blessed,· her lwshand also, and he pn11:5etf1 hCJ: Proverbs 

3I:IO, 25, 26, 28 

rganized in 1920, the Ladies' Uplift Circle of The 

Church of Jesus Christ has given the sisters of the 

Church the opportunity to fellowship together and 

work for the benefit of the Church. Many fund-rais­

ing efforts over the years have resulted in special dona­

tions and the purchase of needed supplies and equipment, much of it for 

missionary work. 

Each member of the Ladies' Circle belongs to a local Circle, which 

meets on a regular basis in a local Branch of the Church or in the home 

of a sister. All members oflocal Circles are also members of the General 

Ladies' Circle, which held four meetings per year during the period of 

time covered by this volume. Special anniversary meetings were held to 

commemorate the 30th and 35th Anniversaries of the Ladies' Circle in 

1950 and 1955, respectively. 

"How Lost Were Our Days Til We Met with the Gospel" 

Sister Sadie Mains Cadman, wife of General Church President Brother 

William H. Cadman, was born on June 12, 1878. She served as General 

Circle President since the Circle was organized in 1920 until 1957, two 

years prior to her death on November 18, 1959. 

From her youth, she had a great desire to be a missionary. Her mother 

died when she was just a young girl. Her father, being a Quaker, was 

strict in observing the Sabbath. Through this early religious training 
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young Sadie sought the Lord. She became a member of the United 

Brethren Church in McKeesport, Pennsylvania when she was I 4 years 

old and became active in her church as a Sunday School teacher and 

organist. 

Sister Sadie recalls her first exposure to The Church of Jesus Christ: 

When I heard them preach, it seemed to be just what I had longed 

for. It was to me what food is to a person who is hungry. I became 

interested and wanted to go back again, and did so. . . . Finally, I lost all 
desire for the Church to which I belonged. I didn't join the Church for 

almost two years ... but prayed earnestly to God to let me see and know 
for myself if this was the true way and His true Church. I couldn't see 

that I was a sinner, nor why I would need to be baptized. I had been 

sprinkled [ referring to the baptism received in the churd1 to which she 

currently belonged] and thought that ought to do. But God showed me 

in a dream, and I realized I [ needed to be baptized, and] tl1at I was a 

sinner. I was not persuaded by any person or persons .... 

I was baptized on October 26, I 902 and had hands laid on my head 

by the elders of the Church for the reception of the Holy Ghost. When 
I came out of the water, I felt that I had a clean heart. After the 

brethren laid hands on my head, I was given such a satisfaction that I 

realized I had been born again as Christ had told Nicodemus . 

. . . My mind has been drawn to ... Hymn No. 375 so much; it just 

speaks the sentiments of my heart: 

How lost were our days, t11! we met w1d1 the gospel 

The creeds :wd die systems seemed powerless and va1i1. 

We ne'er received precepts, so s11ited to save 11s, 

as d10se by d1e pn'esd1ood restored again. 

In the wisdom of men, we h,1d long been entangled; 

and forms wid10ut power enCJi·cled 11s row1d; 

but now we rejoice 1n the l10pe of redemption; 

and pe,1ce to the fait/1/izl dot/1 ever abo1111d. 

I can truly say that my days were lost until I met with the Gospel. I 
feel it my duty, since I have been brought into the truth, to show others 

the way of life and salvation, and know that I must testify to the world 

to clear my garments. For when I was in the world I led many to Christ, 
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as I supposed, but I have often said, "It was the blind leading the blind." 

( Tl1e Gospel News, November I963) 
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Sister Sadie married Brother William H. Cadman in June I 90 I, and 

later attended the Branch of the Church in McKeesport, Pennsylvania. 

She received the following experience not long after her baptism: 

I was sitting in church and felt the Spirit of God take hold of me 

and put my feet on the floor; and I realized they were as iron and could 

not be moved. These words came to me: "How firm a foundation ye 

saints of the Lord." Now, these are not imaginary. Man cannot give us 

these things; neither can he cake them away, but the Lord. ( The Gospel 
News, November I963) 

Although Sister Sadie was crippled and used crutches for over fifty 

years, it did not hinder her from being active in the Church. In addition 

to being president of the General Ladies Circle for 3 7 years, she was a 

member of the Hyrnn Book Committee and composed some hymns of 

her own. One of her best-known compositions is, "Oh Paradise;' num­

ber 5 I in the Saints Hymnal She wrote a Bible Lesson Book for Sunday 

School use and was a Sunday School teacher for many years; all of this in 

spite of the fact that she had very little schooling of her own. However, 

she was self-educated, especially through the study of God's Word. At 

the time of her death, she was working on a concordance of The Book of 

Mormon, which was later completed by her daughter, Sister Sara Yancik, 

and published by the Church. 

Sister Cadman was very interested in the missionary work of the 

Church. When able, she accompanied Brother Cadman and others on 

visits throughout the Church. Many American Indians came to love her, 

and she inspired the Nigerian members through her correspondence with 

them. Her patience and cheery disposition were an inspiration, and she 

was loved by all those who knew her. 

With all her Church activities, she did not neglect her home. She 

sewed for her family, did most of the housework and the cooking. She 

and Brother Cadman had four daughters, Sisters Mabel Bickerton, Ruth 
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William H. and Sadie Cadman (Ladies' Uplift Circle President) 
with daughters: left to right, top: Ruth (Mountain), Mabel 

(Bickerton) and Sara (Vancik), center 

Mountain, Sara Yancik, and Grace Landrey, and many grandchildren. 

Their daughters all became active and productive mernbers ofThe Church 

of Jesus Christ. 

In the year of I 946, the Ladies' Circle held their four General Con­

ferences at Monongahela, Pennsylvania and Youngstown, Ohio. They 

contributed to many projects during that year, such as the purchase of an 

electric stove for the Church farm at Muncey, Ontario, Canada. A new 

Circle was organized during that year in San Diego, California with six 

members. Election of General officers was held at the June I 94 7 meet­

ing in Glassport, Pennsylvania. The following officers were elected: 

President 

Vice-President 
Secretary 

Financial Secretary 

Treasurer 

Sadie Cadman 
Elizabeth Davidson 

Mary Wilson 
Hannah Skillen 

Sara Yancik 
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The General Circle continued to make regular donations to various 

worthwhile projects throughout the Church, especially in support of 

missionary work among the Native American. A motion was passed to 

continue holding the General Circle Conference on the Thursday before 

the General Church Conference, with the option that the hosting Circle 

could change it to the previous Saturday. 

At the June 1948 General Circle meeting at Niles, Ohio, the Circle 

turned over its printing fund, in the amount of $53, to the General 

Church Librarian. There were many sisters present at this meeting, some 

from as far away as St. John, Kansas. After the business was completed 

the meeting was continued with many testimonies of thankfulness for all 

of God's blessings. 

On June 3, I 950, the General Ladies' Circle met in Monongahela in 

honor of their 30 years of service to the Churd1. A large crowd gathered, 

coming from several states and Canada. This was the third time since the 

formation of the Circle that an anniversary celebration had been held. 

One of the charter members, Sister Hannah Skillen, gave the welcome 

address. Sister Violet Sarver read a poem given to her as she meditated 

upon this anniversary: 

It's the t!1irtieth annive1:,arJ/ or the Ciide, 

ft~' t!1e reason we are gathered in t!us w:zy, 

To humbly pn1y and pnu:,e our Redeeme1; 

F'or our Ladies' Uplift Ciidc 1i1 011r daJ7. 

ft lws ta11ght 11s to read and searcl1 the scriptures~ 

ft k1s brougl1t pc:1ce ,111d ;'o), 1i1to 011r Hves~· 

And the houH we spend 1i1 blest devoted service, 

Is worth far more t/1,111 t1i11e we sacrifice. 

We try to help the weak and he,1v;, bwdened 

BJ/ remcmbeni1g t!1e111 w1d1 flowe1:,· or card, or chce1; 

):,l{, v1s1t when we can, the sick and sulleni1._[[, 

Or all, wlw l1avc become to m~ so dea1: 
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God has 11111ltipHed our mires to great propordons 

So in numerous w:7s 011r Church'.;· needs supply; 

For w!ud1 we t!1ank our Lord in true devotion, 

And upon H15· Uplifr Sp1i·it do ff/;" 

U7e meditate upon that He:wenly Ciide, 

T¥l1at a grand and glonous meeni1g 1r w1Jl be, 

As our s1:,ters come to greet 11s over )'011Cic1; 

In perfect happ1i1ess :md ccst:IS)" 

TVc will recognize t!1C1i· dear and rad1;111t liiccs, 

Thc1i· loved voices l1car and l15"ten to once more, 

As 011r Ladies' Uplifr Ciidc holds d1C1i" meeting, 

And we ,1sscmblc over d1crc, to part no more. 

President Sadie Cadman gave a brief history. She reported a total of 

21 Circles with a total membership of 3 I2. The new Circles organized in 

the past four years were Niles, Ohio; Washington, D.C.; Charleroi, Penn­

sylvania; Port Huron, Michigan; and Erie, Pennsylvania. The Lord surely 

blessed the efforts of the Circle, both spiritually and financially. Since 

the previous anniversary, the Circle had given $2,I 54 to the American 

Indian Missionary work, plus $285 to the Church Missionary Fund. 

Delegates were present from I9 of the 2I Circles. Each Circle presented 

its own history and program and, as they gave their reports, all heard of 

the good deeds that each Circle had done. 

Mrs. Nina Martin, a friend of one of the sisters from Detroit, Branch 

#4, related the following experience: 

On Monday, I had a great desire to attend the Ladies' Circle with a 

friend, Sister Concetta Piccalo. I cold Sister Piccalo of my sister in 

lcaly who was very ill, and that I desired chat the sisters of the Circle 
would pray in her behalf The doctors claimed chat she had a tumor on 

her brain, and they were very doubtful about operating. My sister was 

suffering terrible pains, which were unbearable. That evening, the sisters 

had decided to turn their meeting over to prayer in behalf of the sick 

throughout the Church. I decided to tell the sisters of my sister in Italy 

so they could offer their hearts to God in her behalf 1 can certainly say 

that the Lord blessed the sisters that night in their prayer meeting. That 
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night I had a dream I was in the hospital visiting my sister, and I saw a 

beautifol man dressed all in white walk into the room. I knew right 

away that this man was the Lord. He then walked up to my sister in bed 

and placed His hands on her head; then I awoke. Later I received a letter 

from my sister in Italy that on the day she underwent the examinations, 

the doctors could not find anything wrong with her health. The doctors 

were greatly amazed, but I know that the Lord had been her doctor. My 

sister is now enjoying good health in the United States. 

655 

The following is a dream received by Sister Lillian Coppa of New 

Brunswick, New Jersey: 

I dreamed I saw Sister Sadie Cadman and Sister Hannah Skillen 

coming to my home and, as they entered, Sister Cadman had a round 

gold pin, which had on it an inscription, LADIES CIRCLE. I asked 

Sister Cadman what it was for, and she replied that she was giving one to 

each of the members of the Ladies' Circle. As she handed me one, I 

wanted to give her something in return and asked [ whether J it would be 
all right to donate one dollar. She answered with a smile and said YES. 

Then I awoke. 

A memorial was held for the Ladies' Circle sisters who had passed on 

to their eternal reward. As the names were mentioned, two little girls 

placed a white flower in a large circle placed on a stand. 

Sister Anna Frammolino, one of the first members of the Circle in 

Detroit, spoke a few words. She compared the Circle to a good wife. She 

stated that every home needs a good husband and what a help to him a 

good wife is. So the Circle, like a good wife, is a great help to the Church. 

Later, when remernbering the blessings of this anniversary meeting, 

the sisters' hearts were saddened to think of the sorrow that was brought 

to some. On the way home from this meeting there was a car accident, 

which resulted in the death of Sister Margaret Shuster of Coal Valley, 

Pennsylvania. 

At the September IS, I95I meeting, a request was received from 

Brother Anthony Brutz for prayer on behalf of the American Indian 

work. A part of the meeting was devoted to special prayer on their 

behalf and for those brethren who were preaching the Gospel to them. 
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In the March I952 Conference, a letter was received from Brother 

Joseph Lovalvo thanking the sisters for the $ I 50 donation for the work 

in Sarnia, Canada. He told of anointing a young Indian boy whose feet 

were frozen, and he was healed instantly. He also told of visiting an 

Indian woman who was critically ill. After arriving home, Sister Virginia 

Lovalvo asked the Ladies' Circle to pray for this woman. When Brother 

Lovalvo returned to Sarnia, he visited her and she was well and able to 

attend Church. 

The General Ladies' Circle met at Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania in June 

I 9 53. The Circle donated $200 toward the purchase of a station wagon 

for the work on the Six Nations Reservation in Canada. One hundred 

dollars were donated to Brother Bittinger for his work in preaching the 

Gospel to the Seed of Joseph in South Dakota. 

The General Church requested that in the future, since the Church 

now had an Indian Mission Fund, d1e Circle would make d1eir donations 

directly to this fund and the Church would distribute the money where 

needed. When missionaries from the Church went to Nigeria, the Ladies' 

Ladies Circle Gathering, 1957: (left to right) Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, 
Josephine D'Amico, (girl unknown) Hannah Skillen, Edna Bittinger, Ruth 
Mountain, Ruth Akerman, William H. Cadman, Alma B. Cadman, Irene 
Griffith, Grace Landrey, Mabel Bickerton, Shirley Hemmings, Unknown, 

Virginia Martin, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, George Neill 
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Circle began to actively support that work, initially sending 25 Bibles 

printed in their own language. 

The General Ladies' Uplift Circle held another anniversary meeting 

on July 2, I 9 55 at Monongahela, Pennsylvania, commernorating the 35 

years since the first Ladies' Circle meeting. Sister Sadie Cadman expressed 

her happiness to see how the Circle had progressed in the United States, 

and even in a place as far away as Nigeria, Africa, in the past five years 

since the last anniversary meeting. Up to this date, the General Circle 

had given $II ,64 7 to the Church for the African work. In addition to 

contributing money, they helped in other ways as well, such as by donat­

ing hymn books, copies of The Book of Mormon, Church Histories and 

Bibles to various missions. 

The General Circle also helped fund the printing of much of the 

Church's literature. In June I 9 55, they offered to pay for the printing of 

2,500 Sunday School Lesson Books, at a cost of $525. 

Five new Circles had been organized since I 9 50. They were Roscoe, 

Vanderbilt, and Rock Run, Pennsylvania; Manteka, California; and Lorain, 

Ohio. As of Decernber I 9 54, there were also eight Circles in Africa with 

a total membership of 328. 

The Circle rejoiced in remembering the many blessings God bestowed 

on them as they worked together during the years from I955 to I959. 

The Lord multiplied their offerings and they were able to help the Churcl1 

in many ways. During those five years, they contributed $5,235 to the 

American Indian Mission work, in addition to other needed supplies and 

literat1.1re. 

In the June I 9 57 General Circle Meeting, Sister Sadie Cadman asked 

to be relieved of her office as president of the Ladies' Uplift Circle be­

cause of ill health. Sister Sadie felt that, smce she could no longer travel 

as she once did, it would be best for the Circle that she retire. During her 

3 7 years of service, she had become endeared to the hearts of all the 

sisters. She personified the hymn, "Give of Your Best to the Master;' in 

spite of her afflictions. It is written, "She hath done what she could." 

The Circle sisters felt rnuch gratitude for the work she had done in orga-
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Celebrating Elizabeth Davidson's Birthday, standing behind "Sister Lizzie:" 
Sara Vancik, Unknown, Mabel Bickerton, Ruth Mountain, and Grace Landrey 

nizing the Ladies' Uplift Circle that reached far and near and brought a 

blessing to all who joined it. She was a mother to all the sisters. In 
appreciation of her many years of service, the sisters elected Sister Sadie 

as honorary president. A year later a memorial fund was started in Sister 

Cadman's honor. Charter members Sisters Hannah Skillen and Eliza­

beth Davidson also resigned from their offices and were n1ade honorary 

officers of the General Ladies' Circle. 

Sister Mabel Bickerton was elected as the new president of the Gen­

eral Ladies' Uplift Circle. A sister related a dream she had in which she 

saw several sisters trying on Sister Sadie's clothes, and they would not fit. 
Then Sister Mabel tried them on and they fit perfectly. This dream was a 

confirmation to Sister Mabel's election. At that san1e meeting, Sister 

Ruth Akerman was elected to die office of vice-president and Sister Ilene 

Smith to the office of financial secretary. Sister Mary Wilson remained 

the secretary and Sister Sarah Yancik the treasurer. 
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Sister Margaret King of Lorain, Ohio had the following experience 

at the September I958 General Circle: While Brother Russell Cadman 

was speaking about his visits among God's covenant people and the great 

work which is to be done among them, she saw Sister Mabel's face take on 

a glow. It seemed to glow from an inner peace and happiness. As her face 

became more radiant, it looked like a face in a shadow with a spotlight 

upon it. It was full of kindness, goodness, love, and peace. The Spirit of 

the Lord was felt so strongly that two girls in the front testified of seeing 

the same glow on Sister Mabel. They testified that a light seemed to shine 

down from heaven, causing Sister Mabel's face to glow in a heavenly 

light. 

There has always been a spirit of love and unity in the Circle, and the 

sisters have always worked in harmony with the Church. Looking back 

over the past years, it is easy to say, surely goodness and mercy has fol­

lowed the Circle and we hope our labors have not been in vain but shall 

bring forth more fruit in years to come. 

Gide 1s ;1 golden ch:11i1 

The hnks are sisters dear 

And like 1?1rc ;we/ predous jewels 

TheJ/re tre;1sured more each d:1)7 

And God looks down and blesses 

Each C,i·clc where h-/cndsluiJ lives 

And happ,V arc the ones who know 

The JD,V that C1ide g/vcs. 
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Appendix A 

General Church Presidency 
1862-2000 

Year* President 

1862 \'(lilliam Bickerton 

1863 Charles Brown George Barnes 1873 

Benjamin Meadowcroft 

1880 William Cadman, Sr. Eli Kendall Cummins Cherry 

1881 John Ashton 

1883 William Skillen Robert Love 

1887 Cummins Cherry 

1889 Cummins Cherry \Villiam I\Im,.·well 

1894 John "\sh ton 

1903 .:\Jexander Cheny ,\lien Wright 

1906 Alexander Cherry ,-\lien Wright William J\Ia::s.·well 

1907 William H. Cadman \Villiam Lynch 

1911 Nephi Federer 

1915 Nephi Federer William H. Cadman 

1919 \Xlilliam H. Cadman Charles Ashton 

1922 William H Cadman Charles .:\sh ton John Grimes 

1929 Robert Anderson 

1939 Joseph Dulisse 

1950 Thurman Furnier 

1956 Thurman Furnier Joseph Bittinger 

1964 11rnrman Furnier Gorie Ciaravino 

1965 Gorie Ciarav:ino Thurman Furnier 

1971 Dominic Thomas 

1974 Dominic Thomas Gorie Ciaravino Y. James Lov:alvo 

1979 Nicholas Pietrangelo 

1992 Paul Palmieri Robert A. \'(latson 

1998 Thomas Liberto 

* Yearjin-t elected to of.Jice 
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July 1862 

Jan. 1863 

July 1863 

July 1865 

Jan.1870 

July 1873 

July1904 

July 1905 

July1906 

July 1907 

July 1908 

July 1909 

July 1910 

July 1911 

Oct. 1911 

.\pr. 1912 

July 1914 

Appendix 

Quorum of Twelve Apostles 
1862-1916 

Joseph "\stin, .\lexander Bickerton, "·\rthur Bickerton, "l110mas 
Bickerton,James Brown, \Villiam Cadman, Sr.; Cummings Cherry, 
John Dixon, Joseph Knox, Benjamin i\Ieadowcroft, John Neish, 
James Nichols 

George Barnes, Charles Brown 

William Bickerton 

\'<?illiam Bacon, William Skillen 

Andrew Rattray 

James Louttit 

J. L. Armbrust, \Villiam H. Cadman, I\Iarion Campbell, .Alexander 
Cherry, Thomas Dixon, \Villiam Lynch, \Villiam I\Iaxwell,James 
Skillen, Thornton Welch,John Williams, Allen \Vright 

Solomon Van Lieu 

William Helms 

Francis Federer, Nephi Federer,John Grimes, Charles Tickhill 

Robert Anderson, Charles Ashton, Gustave Blum, Alma Cadman 

James Caldwell 

John Penn 

Vernon Chester,John tiajoros 

George Neill, Isaac Smith 

Samuel Sanders, Fred Smith,John \Vard 

Herman Kennedy, .Harry Nicholson 
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aine'd 

Quorum of Twelve Apostles 
1917-2000 

Oct. 1917 Thurman Fumier 

Circal918 James C. Cowan 

July 1919 Gustave Blum (reordained), E. J. Perry 

Aug. 1923 Charles Behanna,Joseph Corrado, Martin King, Ishmael D'"·\mico 

July 1925 "\lma Cadman (reordained) 

.July 1931 Isaac Smith (re ordained) 

"\pril 1934 John Faiola, Sr. 

.July 1934 Joseph Dulisse 

.July 1939 Rocco Biscotti,J oseph Lovalvo 

July 1941 c\ngelo "·\ntonio Corrado, Samuel I<:irschner, \'. James Lovalvo 

Jan. 1944 James C. Cowan (reorclained) 

Jan. 1948 Charles Behanna (reordained) 

"\pr. 1953 Joseph Bittinger, Paul D':\mico 

:\pr. 1956 Russell Cadman, Gorie Ciaravino, \'\filliam Gennaro 

:\pr. 1964 Frank Calabrese, Dominic Thomas 

May 197 4 Nick Pietrangelo 

"\pr. 1979 Robert:\. Watson 

Oct. 1986 Paul Palmieri 

:\pr. 1989 Paul Benyola,J oseph Calabrese 

Oct. 1995 Thomas M. Liberto 

Oct. 1997 Peter Scolaro, Isaac Smith 
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Quorum of Seventy Evangelists 
1862-1920 

July1862 John Ashton, John Bickerton, James Caldwell, CharlesCowan, John 
i\IcPherson, \Villiam i\Ienzies, Hugh Scott, T110mas Stevens,] ames Th­

ompson 

Oct.1904 Robert Anderson, Gustave Blum,]. C. Breckenridge, Samuel Campbell, 
William Crosby, James Curry, John Dillon, Francis Federer, Archibald 
Ferguson,] ohn Grimes, Samuel Leonard, Cochran Lynch, G. \v'. i\Iatthews, 
},bashi Risk, Samuel Sanders, Joseph Shutler, William Skillen, Thomas 
Sloan,Joseph Tucker, Sr., Solomon \'an Lieu, William \'{fells 

Jan. 1905 Charles Ashton, Nephi Federer, William Helms 

Jan. 1908 Leslie Hardesty 

July 1909 Charles Behanna, Vernon Chester, Richard Evans, \Villiam \X/eaver 

Jan. 1910 John Penn, Fred Smith 

July 1910 John i\Iajoros, Charles i\Iorgan, George Neill, Harry Nicholson, John 
Ward 

Oct. 1910 George Garatt 

Jan. 1911 Solomon King 

Oct. 1914 James Cowan, Jacob Christman,Joseph Eason, Reese Jones, E. J. IJerry, 
John Reconnu 

Circa John Edwards, "-\lexander Federer, Charles Gilbert, Joseph Griffith, Charles 
1914-19 Ligon, Shall Lowther, Amzi Lynn, Sr 

July 1919 Fred Heath 

Oct. 1919 George Cromblish, Charles F. Kennedy 

July 1920 Joseph Corrado, Peter Garafola, John i\Iolinatto, Ceasar Talamonti 
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Quorum of Seventy Evangelists 
1921-1941 

·. .· .· 
Year 

Orclafaed Naipe(s) 

July 1921 Ishm.ael D',\mico, Vincent DiGennaro,Joseph Dulisse,Joseph 11Iolinatto 

Jan. 1922 Fritz .:-1..ckerman, \Villiam Bailey, Charles Behanna, John Cherry, Clyde 
Gibson, l\Iartin King, Augustus 11Iartin, Robert Patterson, Albert Sarver, 
Oran Thomas 

Oct.1922 Walter Grimes 

Oct. 1923 Samuel :\.mbrose, Ermengildo Ciccati, Carl Damore, .·\.nthony Dillattista, 
Phillip l\lileco, Peter Molinatto 

July 1924 Patsy DiBattista, \'enanzio DiThomas, John Jacobs, .\ndrew Nemeth, 
Eugene Perri, Sr. 

Oct.1926 Rocco Biscotti 

July 1927 :\.ngelo .\. Corrado 

Oct. 1929 Vincent Clemente, Gabriel Mazzeo 

July1930 Dominic Giovannone 

July1932 William DiGennaro 

July1933 Teman Cherry,James Heaps, Charles Sanders 

July1934 Joseph Altomare, \Villiam Bailey, Joseph Benyo la, Fred Fair, Louis l\Iazzeo, 
.\ntonio Todaro 

Jan. 1937 Samuel Kirschner,John 11Iancini, Ernest Shultz, Paul \'ancik, Sr. 

July1937 \'. James Lovalvo,Joseph Lovalvo, Matthew 111iller, \Vade Riggen 

July 1939 Oran Thomas (Reordained),Joseph Tucker 

July 1940 Joseph Bittinger, Gorie Ciaravino, Daniel Corrado, John Dulisse, l\Iark 
Randy 

Apr. 1941 Clifford Burgess, Rocco Ensana,J Frank Ford,James Heaps (reordained), 
Rocco Meo, Clarence Robinson, Frank Sirangelo 

. 
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Quorum of Seventy Evangelists 
1941-1956 

Year 
Otdained Nan1e(s) 

July1941 Dan Casasanta, Frank Rosatti 

Jan. 1943 .\lien Henderson, George Manes 

July1943 Raymond Cosetti, Patsy Marinetti 

Oct. 1943 Dominic Cotellesse, Ansel D' :\mico 

Jan. 1944 Nicholas Farragasso,J r. 

July 1945 Concetto .\lessandro, Peter Capone, Henry Johnson 

July 1946 Robert A. \'vatson 

July 1947 Joseph Bologna 

July 1948 Reno Bologna, :\lfred D' Amico, Nicholas Pietrangelo, \'villiam Tucker 

July 1949 Paul D':\mico, \Tin cent Lupo,J oseph Shazer, Christopher Trovato 

Apr. 1950 Dominic Moraco, \'('arren Nellis, Robert M. \'vatson 

Oct. 1950 Travis Perry 

.\pr. 1951 Timothy Dominic Bucci 

.\pr. 1952 Alexander Robinson 

Oct. 1952 Herman Kennedy (Reordained) 

.-\pr. 1953 \'villiam Tucker 

.\pr. 1954 Joseph 1Iilantoni 

Oct.1954 Louis Mazzeo 

Apr. 1955 Paul Benyola, Russell Cadman 

Apr. 1956 Frank Giavonnone 

Oct. 1956 :\ . . \. Dick, Ralph Leet 

Nov.1956 Joseph Capone 



Quorum of Seventy Evangelists 
1957-1969 

Year 
Ordained · .. Name(s) 

Apr. 1957 John Ross 

J\Iay 1957 Dominic Thomas 

.June1957 Idris J\Iartin 

Oct.1957 James Carn.pbell 

:\pr. 1958 Joseph Calabrese 

Apr. 1959 Frank Calabrese, _-\lfred Domenico, Nick Persico, Dorn.inic Rose 

J\Iay 1059 Felix Buccellato 

Oct.1960 Giuseppe Buonofiglio, _\Jvin Swanson 

.-\pr. 1961 Leonard Lovalvo 

c\pr. 1962 Daniel Picciuto 

Oct.1962 _\nthony Brutz 

:\pr. 1964 George Johnson, Sr. 

Oct.1964 Spencer G. Everett 

J\Iay 1965 Benjam.in Ciccati 

Oct.1966 Ralph Berardino,.John Manes 

"\pr. 1967 Isaac D. Smith 

.\pr. 1968 Edward Purdue 

May 1968 R.ichard Christman, _-\nthony Picciuto 

Oct. 1968 .\nthony Lovalvo 

.\pr. 1969 J\Ieredith Griffith 

J\Iay 1969 _-\nthony Gerace 
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Quo:rum of Seventy Evangelists 
1969 - 1983 

Year 
Ordained 

. 

Nov. 1969 Otto Henderson 

· . . 

Name(s) 

May 1970 Vincent Gibson, Thomas i\I. Liberto, Elmer Santilli 

.•. ;. 

· ... 

... 

Nov. 1970 John :\zzinaro, Cleveland Baldwin, "·\ugust D'Orazio, i\fatthew Rogolino 

July 1971 Joseph Genaro 

"-\ug. 1971 Giuseppe LoRicco 

:\pr. 1973 Charles Smith 

Nov. 1973 Paul Benyo la, Fred Olexa 

Oct. 197 4 Paul Palmieri 

i\Iay 1975 Eugene Perri,Jr., Paul \,Titto 

June 197 5 George Heaps 

June 1976 Edem~\.. Ebong 

i\Iay 1976 E.U.:\. "·\rthur 

Oct.1976 James Grazan 

Nov. 1976 Nephi Dei\Iercurio, Frank \,'itto 

Apr. 1979 Nathan Peterkin, Russell Martorana 

i\Iay 1979 Eugenio i\Iora Garcia 

Nov. 1979 Bob Buffington 

June 1980 George Benyola, Sr., Richard C. Santilli 

May 1981 Mitchell Edwards 

Oct. 1981 Samuel Dell 

Nov.1981 JamesR.Link 

May 1982 John Griffith, Richard Scaglione 

i\Iay 1983 Daniel Picciuto (Re-ordained) 



Year 

Quorum of Seventy Evangelists 
1983-1999 

; Ordained" 

Carl Frammolino, Leonard A. Lovalvo, Louis Vitto 

Ether M. Fumier, Paul N. Liberto, Stephen Saffron 

Frank Ciotti 

Harry L. Smith 

Dwayne Jordan 

Paul Ciotti, Richard Lawson,] ames I\Ioore,J oseph Perri 

Paul Carr 

Dennis l\Ioraco, Larry \X!atson 

Luis Pacheco,Joseph Ross 
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July 1983 

July 1984 

Sept. 1984 

Nov.1985 

Dec.1985 

Nov. 1987 

A.pr. 1988 

Nov. 1988 

Oct. 1989 

Nov. 1989 \'incent "-\rce, Peter H. Capone, Thomas Everett, "-\lex Gentile, Phillip 

Jackson, Peter:\. Scolaro 

Oct. 1991 Wayne R. Martorana 

Feb. 1992 Ford K. Boadu 

I\Iay 1992 Barry Mazzeo 

Feb. 1994 George Frank :\rthur 

Oct. 1994 Phillip "-\rcuri 

N me 1994 Joel G ehly, Brian Martorana 

Oct. 1996 l\Iichael LaSala, Robert Nicklow, Sr. 

Nov. 1996 John DiBattista, Rosario Scravaglieri 

Nov. 1997 Jim Hutten berger, Mark Kovacic, Ken Staley,Jerry Valenti 

Oct. 1999 Harold Littlejohn 

Nov. 1999 Joesph Ignagni 

Dec. 1999 Walter Cihomsky, Hector Gastelum 



672 
A.ppendi:. 

GMBA Leadership 
1904-1967 

·President Chaplain 

1904 Elizabeth Cadman George Garrett Lawrence Dias 

Davidson 

1910 Joseph Shettler :\my Cherry George Neill 

1911 Nephi Fedrerer George Neill J olm Reco111rn 

Fred Smith Joseph l\Iolinatto 
1921 \Villiam H. Cadman John Penn 
1922 James Heaps 
1924 Charles ;\shton 

1927 Temen Cherry :\nthony DiBattista 
1928 Joseph Tucker 

1932 Henry Johnson James Heaps 
1935 j\,Ielvin Mountain 

1936 Melvin j\,Iountain \Villiam Tucker 
1940 Thomas Ross 

1943 Gorie Ciaravino 
1945 Dominic Cotellesse 
1946 Nicholas Pietrangelo 

1948 Dominic Thomas Charles CunT :\lfred D':\mico 
1950 Joseph Calabrese 
1951 Dominic j\,Ioraco 
1955 Frank j\,fazzeo :\nthony Picciuto 
1956 Patsy j\,farinetti 
1957 Joseph Calabrese 
1960 William Kunkle Joseph j\,fi)antoni 
1962 Isaac Smith 

1966 Isaac Smith Joseph j\,fi)antoni :\ugust D'Orazio 

* Year.fi1:rt elected to office. 



Year President 

1968 "·\ugust D'Orazio 
1969 
1970 

1973 Paul Pah1ueri 
1974 
1976 

1977 Donald Ross 

1982 T ohn Griffith 
1983 

1987 Paul Ciotti, Sr. 
1991 

1992 Brian l\Iartorano 
1993 

1996 Kenneth Staley 

1998 Paul"·\. Palnueri 

* Yearftrst elected to ojfice. 

Leadership 

1968-2000 

Vi<::.e Presid.ent Chaplain 

John Bickerton 
Paul PahTiieri Louis Checchi 

Joseph l\Iilantoni 

Donald Ross 
Lm.iis Yitto 
Richard Scaglione 

Frank l\Iorle 

Charles J un1per l\Iark Kovacic 
Paul Ciotti 

Brian l\Iartorano Kenneth Staley 
John DiBattista 

Chuck J\Iaddox 
Doug Obradovich 

Paul A. Pah11ieri Isaac J Smith 

J cffrey Giannetti 
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General Ladies Uplift Circle Leadership 

1920-2000 

1920 Sadie Cadman Minnie Kennedy 

1940 Elizabeth Davidson 

1957 Mabel Bickerton Ruth Akerman 

1988 Arline Whitton Lorraine DeMercurio 

* Yearflrst elected to office. 
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Append.ix F 

Branches/Missions 

As of 1959 
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> ·;/ .: ··:; •. ijr:incli:,%1.\1:i~sic)ll. ·· .. :; . ' .;·: i /'b .. . ; ; . . .. .· 

Atlantic Coast District: 
Bronx, NY Brooklyn, NY Edison, NJ 
Hopelawn, NJ Metuchen, NJ New Brunswick, NJ 
West Palm Beach, FL 

California District: 
Bell, CA Modesto, CJ\. San Diego, CA 
San Fernando Valley, CA 

Michigan/ Ontario District: 
Detroit #1, MI Detroit #2, MI Detroit #3, MI 
Detroit #4, MI Port Huron, MI \v'indsor, Canada 

Ohio: 
Cleveland, OH Cleveland, OH Kinsman, OH 
Lockport, NY Lorain, OH Niles, OH 
Painesville, OH Rochester, NY Warren, OH 
Youngstown, OH 

Pennsylvania: 
Aliquippa, PA Bitner, PA Eagle Butte, SD 
Erie, PA Fredonia, PA Greensburg, PA 
Imperial, PA Fayette City, PA McKees Rocks, PA 
lvionongahela, PA Glassport, PA Roscoe, PA 
St.John, KS Vanderbilt, PA \Xlakpala, SD 
West Elizabeth, PA Wichita, KS 

Published in The GoJpe! Neivs, February 1959 
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Appendix G 

Branches/Missions 

As of 2000 

.· 
Branch/Mission 

Atlantic Coast Region: 
Brooklyn, NY Bronx, NY Cottageville, SC 

Edison, NJ Freehold, NJ Hopelawn, NJ 
Levittown, PA Brunswick, ME Metuchen, NJ 
New Brunswick, NJ 

Southwest Region: 
Fort Worth, TX Lakeside, AZ Phoenix/Mesa, AZ 
San Carlos, AZ Tse Bonito, NM 

Pacific Region: 
Anaheim, CA Bell, CA Lindsay, CA 
Modesto, CA San Diego, CA Simi Valley, CA 
Yucaipa, CA 

Southeast Region: 
Atlanta,GA Cape Coral, FL Forest Hills, FL 
Fort Pierce, FL Hollywood, FL Lake Worth, FL 
Tvliami, FL :rvlid-Georgia, GA Quincy, FL 
Tampa, FL 

Great Lakes Region: 
Detroit Branch 1, MI Detroit Branch 2, MI Detroit Branch 4., MI 
Detroit Inner City, MI Harrison, IvII Meaford, Ontario 
Muncey, Ontario Plumbrook, :tvn Saline, MI 
Saugeen, Ontario Six Nations,Ontario Sterling Heights, Ml 
\Vindsor, Ontario 

Ohio/Midwest Region: 
Carolina, NC Cincinnati, OH Cleveland, OH 
Columbus, OH Elizabethtown, OH Erie, PA 
Girard, OH Kinsman, OH Liberty, OH 
Lockport, NY Lorain, OH Omaha-Bedford, NE 
Painesville, OH Rochester, NY South Bend, IN 
Youngstown, OH 

. 



Branches/Missions 

As of 2000 

Branch/Missio11 

Penn/Mid-Atlantic Region: 

Aliquippa, PA 
Glassport, PA 
Imperial, PA 
Monongahela, PA 
Spartanburg, SC 

Clairton, P /1. 
Greens burg, P.A 
Independence, MO 
Roscoe, PA 
Vanderbilt, PA 

Fredonia, PA 
Herndon, VA 
Coraopolis, Pi-\ 
St. John, KS 
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Appeindl:te H 

Foreign Missions 
As of 2001 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE: 

Canada: 
First J'viissionary Trip: 1932 
Total Membership: 47 
Total Elders: 1 

Mexico: 
First J'vlissionary Trip: 1959 
Total Membership: 441 
Total Elders: 16 

Guatemala: 
First l'viissionary Trip: 1987 
Total Membership: 40 
Total Elders: 1 

Peru: 
First J'vlissionary Trip: 1995 
Total Membership: 21 
Total Elders: 1 

Venezuela: 
First l'viissionary Trip: 1996 
Total Membership: 7 
Total Elders: 0 

New Works: 

Dominica 
Total Membership: 5 

Colombia 
Total Membership: 15 

Total Missions: 3 
Total Evangelists: 0 

Total J'vlissions: 9 
Total Evangelists: 2 

Total J'viissions: 1 
Total Evangelists: 0 

Total Missions: 1 
Total Evangelists: 0 

Total Missions: 1 
Total Evangelists: 0 



Foreign Missions 
lls of 2001 

EASTERN HEMISPHERE: 

Italy: 
First I'vlissionary Trip: 194 7 
Total Membership: 31 
Total Elders: 4 

Nigeria, West Africa: 
First I'vlissionary Trip: 1954 
Total Membership: 3,025 
Total Elders: 71 

Ghana, West Africa: 

India: 

First I'vlissionary Trip: 1976 
Total Membership: 241 
Total Elders: 8 

First Missionary Trip: 1981 
Total Membership: 1,725 
Total Elders: 14 

Kenya, East Africa: 
First I'vlissionary Trip: 1985 
Total Membership: 502 
Total Elders: 6 

Philippines: 
First I'vlissionary Trip: 2000 
Total Membership: 80 
Total Elders: 4 

Other Nations with Members: 

Total I'vlissions: 3 
Total Evangelists: 2 

Total Ivlissions: 53 
Total Evangelists: 1 

Total I'vlissions: 5 
Total Evangelists: 1 

Total Missions: 34 
Total Evangelists: 0 

Total I'vlissions: 10 
Total Evangelists: 0 

Total I'vlissions: 5 
Total Evangelists: 0 

Great Britain, Germany, Japan, Poland, Nepal 
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