
       ‌s we step into November, our minds naturally turn toward Thanksgiving. The crisp air, the
changing colors of autumn, and the quiet pause of reflection, before the weeks of anticipation for
Christmas, invite us to consider how God has cared for us throughout the year. This season gently
reminds us to pause and look back, not only at the blessings that fill our days, but also at the ways
God has sustained, guided, and provided for us in every circumstance. This practice helps us
recognize His hand at work and we begin to see that gratitude touches every part of our lives.
Gratitude is more than a passing thought—it is a rhythm of life that shapes our walk with Him.‌

Scripture teaches us that thanksgiving is not limited to a single day or season, but is meant to be
lived out daily as a testimony of God’s goodness. With that in mind, here are ten ways gratitude
works in our walk with God:‌

1. Gratitude As a Posture of the Heart‌

Scripture reminds us that gratitude is not only an action, but also a posture of the heart.
Developing this posture means intentionally adjusting our lives toward God’s goodness, noticing
His hand at work in every circumstance. It is more than a fleeting thought or polite expression—it
is a consistent way of seeing life through the lens of thankfulness, acknowledging God as the
source. It requires discipline to stop, reflect, and give thanks when our natural tendency may be to
worry, complain, or compare. Yet when we pause to acknowledge God’s presence and provision,
our hearts are reoriented toward Him. This posture influences our thoughts, making them dwell
more often on His blessings than our burdens. It shapes our words so that thanksgiving naturally
flows in our conversations and prayers. It molds our actions, encouraging humility and generosity
as we recognize that everything we have comes from the Lord. Embracing gratitude as a posture
of the heart allows us to live intentionally, keeping our focus on God and responding to His
faithfulness with continual thanksgiving (Colossians 3:15-17). It prepares us to lean more fully into
trusting God in every season of our lives.‌
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       ‌he was told in a dream to "(b)uy the house at the crossroads and build
your home on this stump.” With that in mind, Sister Martha Christman’s
search for a new house would not be over until she and her husband,
Brother Jacob, came upon a home in Imperial, Pennsylvania having a rather
large stump in back whose roots had grown under the house. Her dream
would be used in deciding the purchase of the house, but it would be the
inclement winter weather that would prompt the saints of the McKees
Rocks Branch living in the Imperial vicinity to begin holding meetings in
the large garage next to the house 71 years ago this month on November
22. Out of town at the time, Sister Eva Moore would learn of "the preaching
of the Gospel in Imperial" by letter and would consider this new work a
fulfillment of the recent dream she had had of a newborn child.‌
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