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The Church has 
a new study 
tool available!

Buy Brother Josh Gehly's new book,

Witnessing Miracles: 
Historical Evidence for 
the Resurrection and 
Book of Mormon
on Amazon today
Jesus Christ's resurrection rocked Jerusalem and disrupted the 
course of religious history. The miracle of the resurrection challenged 
entrenched dogmas of Judaism. The coming forth of the Book 
of Mormon launched a new religious movement across the 
American frontier and equally confronted church tradition. Both the 
establishment of Christianity and its restoration solely depend upon 
the truth claims of their founding miracles. This begs the question, 
does any evidence actually exist for the resurrection of Jesus Christ? 
What about the golden plates from which the Book of Mormon is 
supposedly translated?

Ordained evangelist and author—Joshua Gehly—guides readers 
through the trenches of historiography to examine the evidence of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ as presented by leading apologetic 
researchers like William Lane Craig, Michael Licona and Gary 
Habermas. Using a strict historical method of inference to the best 
explanation, the case is made for the miraculous claims of Jesus Christ 
resurrected.

The exact same method is applied to evaluate and compare the 
circumstances regarding the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. 
Nothing is concealed from investigation, including treasure seeking 
by Joseph Smith, financial failures and excommunication of founding 
church leadership. From the criteria of a hypothesis established by 
one miracle (the resurrection), the claims of a second (the Book of 
Mormon) get tested to the same standard.

Can a miracle be the best explanation for the empty tomb? Can the 
Book of Mormon hold up against historical scrutiny? Does heavenly 
intervention account for two of the largest religious movements of 
the last two thousand years? Finally, 
after these questions get answered, 
the gospel message is compared 
between the New Testament and Book 
of Mormon texts to see if the risen 
Jesus truly delivered the same gospel to 
different people after His resurrection. 
Witnessing Miracles: Historical Evidence 
for the Resurrection and Book of 
Mormon bridges a gap few have tried 
to cross to come up with the best 
explanation of the facts...which might 
surprise you.
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Awake, My Soul! By Sister Luann Carson

Apostasy
By Brother Jerry Valenti

1 Baptism - Jesus Christ set the example 
for baptism, insisting that John the 
Baptist would baptize Him to “fulfil all 

righteousness” (Matthew 3:15).  He instructed His 
disciples that when people were being baptized, 
to “immerse them in the water” (3 Nephi 11:26).  
It was emphasized that baptism was for people 
who were old enough to have sinned and were 
capable of repenting of their sins—it was not 
for babies or little children (see Moroni 8:9-11).  
As time passed, sprinkling replaced immersion, 
babies began to be baptized and, in some faiths, 
baptism became optional, just a nice thing to do if 
you felt you wanted to. 

2Communion - When Jesus set the 
example for communion (see Luke 22:17-
20), He distributed bread and wine (in a 

single cup) to His apostles in remembrance of 
His body and blood that would be given for us.  

People later changed the ingredients to wafers, 
grape juice, water, etc.  In some cases, the single 
cup was changed to individual cups.  Whereas 
Jesus said that the communion was for baptized 
members only (see 3 Nephi 18:28-30), some felt 
that this restriction was unnecessary.

3Anointing with Oil - "Is any sick among 
you? let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, 

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord" 
(James 5:14).  The use of oil in praying for the sick 
was eventually eliminated.

4 Feetwashing- After Jesus washed the 
feet of His apostles, He told them, "If I 
then, your Lord and Master, have washed 

your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet" (John 13:14).  This set the example for feet 
washing among the members of the Church.  

The ordinance of feet washing was eventually 
eliminated..

5  Blessing Children - When His disciples 
tried to chase away the children, Jesus 
instead took them in His arms and blessed 

them (see Mark 10:13-16).  When He was with the 
Nephites in America, “he took their little children, 
one by one, and blessed them, and prayed unto 
the Father for them” (3 Nephi 17:21) and angels 
then came down from heaven to minister to 
them.  When the church began baptizing little 
children, the blessing of children as Jesus did it 
was discontinued.

To end on a happy note: When the gospel was 
restored, all of the above ordinances were 
restored as well.  Praise God!

“The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant” (Isaiah 24:5). 

The above prophecy of Isaiah refers to a period of time in history known as the Apostasy, during which the gospel fell 
away and priesthood authority was removed from the earth.  This was a result of people changing the ordinances of Jesus 
Christ, thereby breaking the everlasting covenant that was stated in Matthew 28:19-20.  Here are 5 amazing facts regarding 
ordinances that were changed, contributing to the Apostasy of the Church.

Do you ever hit the snooze button when your alarm goes off? Pulling the covers over your 
head, do you think ‘just a few more minutes in bed, I don’t want it to be morning yet?’ 

Or do you jump out of bed excited for the day, knowing that you have plans for wonderful 
things? It’s still a little dark, but there is work to be done!  “And that, knowing the time, that 
now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed” (Romans 13:11).

 Spiritually, there is work to be done. “For behold, this life is the time for men to prepare to 
meet God; yea, behold the day of this life is the day for men to perform their labors. I beseech 
of you that ye do not procrastinate the day of your repentance until the end; for after this day 
of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, behold, if we do not improve our time while in 
this life, then cometh the night of darkness wherein there can be no labor performed” (Alma 
34:32 & 33). Now is the time to prepare to meet our Lord. According to scripture, rest will 
come soon enough. “Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest” (Hebrews 4:11).

 Beyond our personal salvation, there is more work to be done. According to God‘s promises, we have a great day ahead of us. I Nephi 22: 8 reads, “And 
after our seed [Israel] is scattered the Lord God will proceed to do a marvelous work among the Gentiles, which shall be of great worth unto our seed; 
wherefore, it is likened unto their being nourished by the Gentiles and being carried in their arms and upon their shoulders.” The scripture assures us 
that God’s plan will be fulfilled. Now is the time to jump out of bed and get to work! It’s not the hour to hit snooze and pull the covers over our heads. 
There is work to do to bring forth that day we read of in scripture. With expectation, we labor toward the great promises that God has revealed to us. The 
time is now to work enthusiastically, for the morning has come.

 “And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion.” (I Nephi 13:37)
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On Sunday, March 20 2022 our congregation met at the beach of 
Saguaro Lake, among the mountains of Arizona for a blessed 

event. Today two of our young ladies, Audrey Thompson and Cattée 
Huttenberger would be baptized! Brother Pete Giannetti baptized 
Sister Audrey Thompson, and Brother David Picciuto, baptized his 
granddaughter Sister Cattée Huttenberger. The baptisms were 
beautiful, the Spirit of God was so prevalent among us, and after 
witnessing their baptisms, we met back at the Mesa branch and 

experienced a baby 
blessing as well.

Brother Michael 
Watson performed the 
blessing of Alexander 
J. Heinz, the son of 
Caleb and Shelby 
Heinz.  Alexander 
is the grandson of 
Sister Wendy Jordan-
Greenland. Scripture 

was shared regarding Moses asking Aaron to bless the children of 
Israel.

Brother Jim Huttenberger of Irvine, CA Branch shared that it was a 
tremendous blessing to be able to attend his granddaughter Cattée’s 
baptism today. Our 
brother opened our 
service with Isaiah 
61:1-3. Jesus came to 
fix what was wrong 
in our lives, to take 
us out of darkness 
and into the light. 
He came to heal the 
broken-hearted. What 
a glorious life we 
enjoy as the people of 
God! Jesus is a Savior 
who sees our afflictions. We are presently in a period of tribulation. 
Bother Jim shared that the gift of tongues was given recently in Irvine, 
and the interpretation was given, “‘Normal’ is not coming back—but 
I AM!” He exhorted us to sing praises to the Lord. He deserves it, and 
He loves our praises! Let us run with patience the race that is before 
us, our brother told us. What a day is coming, when there will be no 
affliction or mourning—only joy and peace. We are His, and there is no 
better place for us to be, than with the Lord.

We then witnessed both of our new sisters in Christ come forward 
for the laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost. Sister 
Audrey Thompson received the ordinance from Brother Austin 
Landrey. Sister Cattée Huttenberger received the ordinance from her 
grandfather, Brother Jim Huttenberger.

Both of our new sisters in Christ expressed themselves in testimony, 
thanking God for being in their lives, giving them such indescribable 
peace, and for the love of the family of God surrounding them. A 
luncheon and time of fellowship followed our beautiful meeting. 

We praise God for this glorious day!

On July 10, 2022 the Mesa, AZ Branch witnessed two ordinations; 
Brother Jonathan Scolaro was ordained into the office of Elder, and 
Brother Edward Greenland was ordained into the office of Deacon. 
Brother Timothy Scolaro washed the feet of his son Brother Jonathan, 
and Brother Jonathan was ordained an Elder by Apostle Brother Pete 
Gianetti. Brother Edward Greenland ‘s feet were washed by Brother 
Austin Landrey, and he was ordained into the office of Deacon by 
Brother Michael Watson from the Pinetop-Lakeside, AZ Branch.

Brother Michael Watson spoke on John 21, in which Peter, Thomas, 
Nathanael and other disciples were fishing, but had caught nothing so 
far. Jesus told the disciples to cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
and they would find fish. They cast the net there, and the net was so 
filled with fish that it could not be drawn into their boat! After they ate 
the fish and bread that were prepared, Jesus asked Peter the question 
3 times, “Lovest thou Me?”  Each time, Peter answered, “Thou knowest 
I love thee.” Jesus then answered Peter each of the 3 times, “Feed my 
sheep.” This is the directive that our Lord gives to all of His ministers, to 
feed the flock the Words of Life, that we may be His kingdom here on 
Earth and receive His gift of salvation.

Brother Pete Giannetti followed, with his main text from 2 Timothy 
4:1-2, the Apostle Paul’s instruction to Timothy as a minister. Brother 
Pete shared that verse 2 was a favorite of Apostle V. James Lovalvo: 
“Preach the word; be instant in season out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.”  Brother Pete explained 
that these were words of instruction to our Brother Jonathan and our 
Church ministry as well as to Timothy, regarding their responsibilities 
to the children of God, and that they as Christ’s ministry must be firm 
in their commitment to upholding these standards as they represent 
Christ here on earth. He also included in his exhortation the ordained 
office of deacon, and the many responsibilities and duties our Brother 
Edward would perform as a servant to God’s people in this beautiful 
office.

Our brothers were then given an opportunity to express themselves. 
Brother Jonathan shared a scripture that is inspirational to him, Moroni 
9:6, regarding the command to labor diligently while we are in this 
tabernacle of clay, that we may conquer the enemy of our souls. We 
have seen Brother Jonathan take this to heart, with his diligence in 
serving God through his time as a teacher in our branch, helping out 
with VBS here and at other branches, his music ministry, and teaching 
both MBA and Sunday school lessons.

Brother Edward shared how in his youth, he had always helped his 
grandmother clean the church he grew up in, and sang the spiritual 
songs that the youth sang, including “This Little Light of Mine,” and 
that desire and spirit of servitude has stayed with him all of these 
years. He then expressed his love for all of the brothers and sisters. 
We have witnessed his desire to do so much already to minister to the 
saints in our branch, helping the deacons even before his ordination 
today!

A beautiful luncheon and time of fellowship followed as we celebrated 
our brothers’ answer to the call that God has placed upon their hearts.

Blessings at the Mesa Branch
By Sister Valerie Dulisse
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In the days of the early Church, right 
after Jesus died, there was so much love 

between the brothers and sisters that 
they shared everything by choice! No one 
would have hunger or be without a place 
to stay. No one had to be alone or without 
loving care. Children weren’t hurt, many 
people loved and shared with them. There 
was no one who lacked anything.

Many people decided to sell whatever they 
owned and bring the money to the Church 
to help others and pay for what was 
needed. God did not demand this, but of 
course He knew what was in each person’s 
heart just as He knows what’s in each of 
our hearts today.

There was a couple named Sapphira and 
Ananias. They saw others who sold land 
and houses and gave the money to be 
shared by everyone. (See Acts 4:34-37.) 
Maybe they wanted to look important too. 
So, they sold some land they owned and 
both decided to keep part of the money 
for themselves and lie. It was okay to keep 
part of their money, but it was not okay to 
lie, especially to God.

Ananias brought the money to Peter, the 
leader of the Church, and acted like he was 
giving everything. But God saw the big lie 
and so did Peter. He said, “Ananias, why has 
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back part of the price 
of the land? It was yours before you sold it 
and yours when you thought in your heart 
about doing this. You have not lied unto 
men but unto God.”

And Ananias hearing these words fell 
down, and died. And a great fear came on 
all who heard these things. And the young 
men came and wrapped up his body and 
carried him out and buried him.

And about 3 hours later, his wife, not 
knowing what had happened, came in. 

The Big Fat Lie
And Peter said to her, “tell me whether you 
sold the land for so much?” (the amount her 
husband had lied about). 

And she said, “Yes, for so much.”

Then Peter said to her “How is it that you 
have agreed together to lie and tempt the 
Spirit of the Lord? (who knows and sees 
everything, all lies and all truths)

“The men that buried your husband are at 
the door and they shall carry you out also.” 
Then she fell down straightway and died 
and was carried away to be buried beside 
her husband.

And great fear came upon all the Church, 
and upon as many who heard about the 
power of God. People saw and understood 
that God truly does exist and God knows 

our every doing. And the Church 
continued to grow, but the fakes, liars, 
and false people stayed away.

So, when we find ourselves making up a 
lie, we need to quickly repent (be sorry) 
and stop lying. The Lord will help us if we 
ask him. We can change. Or if we already 
have done the wrong thing, we can 
again ask Jesus to help us make it right, 
to not lie, to be sorry, and to hope that if 
we have harmed someone they will also 
forgive us.

We serve a living God. He wants us to 
know Him and trust Him. He wants us to 
be able to talk with him. He is not a statue, 
a good luck charm, or fake. Our God is 
living, powerful, and He cares for us.

With love, Your friend,  Sister Jan



Send us your Blessing Bits by contacting Sister Elizabeth McDonnell at eksanchor@gmail.com. [in approximately 150 words]. 
Answers to Question of the Month to gospelnews@thechurchofjesuschrist.org. 

Question for this month:  What is your favorite book in the Bible or Book of Mormon and why?

Answer from last month:  What advice can you share with the students starting school this month? 
"Pray before going to school and always trust in God.  Study and do your best.  Choose your friends wisely and be kind 
to everyone.” -Sister Carla King, Lorain, OH branch

 Turn to page 4 for answers to this question.

September Blessing Bits

BB   	 What Once Was Lost, Now is Found 
- A few years ago, not long after my 

father passed away, we were at my mom’s 
looking for an album. My father used to write 
poems for every family occasion.  This album 
was special because it contained all of the 
poems and letters he wrote my mom while 
they were dating and newlyweds. We looked 
on the shelf of the closet where we thought 
it was kept and couldn’t find it. We even went 
further and removed everything from the 
shelf—it wasn’t there. My mom always taught 
us to pray over everything, no matter how small 
or insignificant, so she spent the entire night in 
prayer that we might find this album. The next 
day I went back to my mom’s, thinking I would 
give it one more try. We opened the closet 
door and there was the album at the front of 
the shelf, even hanging off the edge slightly. 
We have the most amazing God who will take 
the time to answer even the smallest request!- 
Sister Kathy Golling, Monongahela, PA Branch

BB 	 One Step at a Time - I’ve been going 
through some difficult trials lately—

most days, life feels as if it's swirling around 
me.  A few weeks ago, I found myself at Church 
in the Oldham County mission.  Brother Doug 
Obradovich was preaching about having faith 
and staying strong in our walk with the Lord.  

He reminded us that the evil one is constantly 
trying to sway us from a close walk with the 
Lord.  We had several visitors that day, and 
rather than stand and give my testimony, I 
remained in my seat and didn’t speak.  The rest 
of the day it had been weighing on my heart 
that I should have shared my testimony and 
given God the glory for all that He’s done in my 
life.  I stopped what I was doing to record my 
testimony and post it to the Oldham County 
Facebook page.  I realized that no matter what 
I’m going through in my life—there’s always 
more climbing to do—and I’ll never pass up an 
opportunity to share that God is always faithful 
to me. -Brother Nick Yepko, Oldham County, KY 
Mission

BB 	 Short, But Answered - A little 
over 20 years ago I was driving from 

Virginia to my parents’ home in Pennsylvania 
for the Thanksgiving holiday.  It was late on 
Wednesday night and driving through the 
mountains in West Virginia, there was very little 
cell service.  As I was driving, I could tell that 
the early winter weather was worsening, so I 
kept my speed down and stayed in the right 
lane to avoid speeding cars.  As I crested a hill, I 
put my foot on the brake pedal and it was rock 
hard.  Just then, my car’s engine completely 
shut off!  In a moment of panic I directed my car 
to what I hoped was the shoulder, as the road 
was covered with snow, and just said "Lord, 

help me!"  At that moment, my foot went down 
and the car stopped in its tracks.  I was able 
to turn the key and the car started right up.  I 
thank God that He answered that quick, short, 
panicked prayer! - Sister Kristy Zaino, Mt. Laurel, 
NJ Branch


